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“LOW-COST HOUSING”: WHERE NOW? 


Ov contemporary the News Chronicle, in a leading article 
on housing on March 8, asks the question: ‘* What has 
happened to the design for a £1,000 house that appeared a week 
ortwoago? Isnoonetakingitup? Ifnot, why not?” 

It would be unreasonable, we think, to expect this or any 
other Government to take the major decision involved in the 
variation of Housing Manual recommendations without due 
consideration. Mr Dalton, his Parliamentary Private Secretary 
(Mr Lindgren) and principal technical officers last week in- 
spected the exhibition of winning designs on view at the Housing 
Centre (where they remain until to-morrow before going to 
Birmingham) and local housing authorities await his decision 
with eagerness. Correspondence reaching us from almost 
every part of the country indicates the keen interest housing 
authorities are taking in the competition, and the importance 
they attach to reducing housing costs and rents, even at the 
expense of some diminution of standards. The architect of one 
West Country borough writes : ‘‘ We hope that the Ministry 
may permit at least a temporary reduction in their standards 
in poorer areas, and observe the results. It is to be noted that 
now my Council’s housing schemes are well ahead, there is a 
larger demand for pre-war, non-parlour-type houses than for 
the new dwellings.”” Many more letters in this strain have 
reached us. 

Criticism, some of it constructive, continues to pour in, 
which we regard as the best sign of the widespread interest the 
competition has aroused. Those who complain that the prize- 
winning designs have faults are, we feel, being unrealistic. 
Naturally they have faults, as the authors themselves would be 
the first to acknowledge. If one takes manageable rents as a 
criterion (and that is the undoubted key to the housing situa- 
tion) then capital cost must be reduced, and it is unrealistic to 
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complain that a design costing £1,000 has not everything 
included in a house costing £1,500. 

We suggest that if the opinions be asked of young married 
couples living in hutments or in a single room with “ in-laws,” 
sharing a kitchen and w.c. with two or three families, there 
would be an overwhelming demand for a house capable of being 
built quickly and rented economically, even if the planning 
standards fall below those advocated by the Manuals. 

Meanwhile, the matter is being kept well in the foreground 
both by questions in Parliament and in the Press, and, perhaps, 
most significant of all, by pressure from local housing authori- 
ties. We hope and expect that the result will be that Mr. Dalton 
will give powers to housing authorities to build a proportion of 
their houses to a standard of planning (though not of construc- 
tion) below that advocated by the Housing Manuals. Should 
they adopt the winning design in The Builder competition they 
will do well, in our view, but it is the principle that matters. 
At the present stage of our economic progress what is practicable 
rather than what may be considered the ideal must govern 
State-aided housing policy. 


PROFESSIONAL CONDUCT ‘ 


THE annual report for 1950 of the Architects Registration 

Council, just published, contains an amendment to the 
Code of Professional Conduct which calls for comment. It 
concerns Principle III, Example (vi), which as now amended 
reads :— 

Although there is no objection to an architect allowing 
signed illustrations and descriptions of his work to be published 
in the Press, no monetary consideration may be given by the 
architect for such insertions, nor may he solicit such publication 
for the purpose of increasing his practice. (The amending 
words are italicised.) 


The Registration Council regard it as important, and rightly 
so, that the highest code of professional ethics should apply to 
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THIS WEEK’S NEWS 


A QUESTION on the A.S.A. Journal “Plan” was asked by 
Mr. Baker White, M.P., in the House of Commons on March 12. 
p. 373 


WALLASEY TOWN COUNCIL has approved in principle a 
rent rebate scheme by which tenants of Corporation houses 
with higher incomes may have to pay increased rents of 4s. to 
9s. a week, while those with lower incomes may obtain reductions 
of nearly 13s. a week. p. 385 


SPEAKING in London on March 7, Mr. Wilson, President of 
the Board of Trade, said that it would not be until the summer 
that we should see a really marked improvement in timber 
supplies, but this, he thought, would go beyond anything we 
had known for some years. p. 394 


AN APPEAL to all members of the N.F.B.T.E. to put the recruit- 
ment and training of apprentices high up in their list of priorities 
was made by Mr. Stephen Hudson, president of the National 
Federation, when he spoke at the annual general meeting of 
the Nottingham and District Association of Building Trades 
Employers on March 14. p. 397 


ACCORDING to the latest Housing Summary, 13,150 permanent 
houses were completed in January compared with 15,950 in 
December of last year. p. 400 
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architects, but it is difficult to see just what safeguard against 
abuse the amending words can give. As a correspondent has 
pointed out elsewhere in this issue, a simple formula can be 
devised to satisfy the letter while yet evading the spirit of the 
Code. Why it was thought necessary to add the amendment 
is difficult to understand, for it is a cardinal point of law-making 
that good intentions are not enough; the rule must be capable of 
succeeding in its intention or it will fall into disrepute. This 
particular rule seems to us to be wrong both in intention and in 
drafting, and for these reasons :— 

(a) There is no distinction drawn between the daily Press 
and the technical, professional Press. Even on the assumption 
that it is unethical for an architect to offer his work for illus- 
tration to a daily paper, why should he be debarred from offering 
it to the technical Press for the comment and even the assistance 
of his professional brethren ? If this is held to be ethically 
wrong, then why does the Code stop at illustrations ? Why does 
it not include the publication of signed articles and even corres- 
pondence, all of which are capable of being construed as adver- 
tising the author ? It should be pointed out that if the same 
principle applied to the medical profession, and doctors and 
surgeons were debarred from contributing to the British Medical 
Journal or The Lancet, the professional standard of the general 
practitioner, who is largely dependent upon his professional 
Press to help him in keeping up to date, would come down by the 
run. 

If the aim of the amendment is in fact intended to apply to the 
daily Press, why is this not made clear ? If it is so intended, 
then it is a little difficult to reconcile the offence of offering a 
photograph of a building of current public interest with the cry 
so often heard that architecture must be put on the map. 
Until every daily paper has a qualified architectural critic or 
the R.I.B.A. follows the lead of the American Institute of 
Architects in arranging for collective Press publicity, nothing 
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will be done unless by the individual architect. Can it not 
argued that publicity for the individual architect is also publicity 
for architecture ? : 

(b) What do the words “for the purpose of increasing his 
practice ’’ mean ? Would it not be a defence for an architeg 
who had offered his work to a technical paper to plead: “| 
offered it not for personal gain but because I believe it to repre. 
sent a piece of research which should be made known to my 
brother architects ” ? 

By far the gravest effect of this clause, however, is that, literally 
construed, it bars the private architect from offering work byt 
not the official architect whose programme is laid down for him 
by his committee and whose practice cannot increase through 
publication of illustrations of his buildings, though he may 
attract more assistants if the quality of his work is of a nature 
acceptable to young assistants. 

To sum up, this is a bad amendment, vague in intention and 
imprecise in drafting; it should be withdrawn without delay, 
If a practical suggestion should be sought we should say that 
matters should be left, where they have remained not unsucces- 
fully for many years, to the discretion and good sense of those 
who conduct the technical Press. 


SYDNEY TATCHELL 


R. SYDNEY TATCHELL to-day retires from the office of 
chairman of the Architects’ Registration Council, which 
he has held continuously for sixteen years. Appointed vice- 
chairman on the formation of the Council in 1932, he succeeded 
to the chair in 1935 on the death of Major Harry Barnes. The 
chairman of the Council is elected annually. By the unanimous 
vote of the Council, Mr. Tatchell has been re-elected ever 
year since his first appointment. 

Under his wise guidance, the Council have established their 
position and authority to a degree that seemed impossible in 
the controversial atmosphere which marked the early years of 
their existence. Much has been achieved, of which Mr. Tatchell 
as chairman may well be proud. Not long after his succession 
to the chair the Bill was drafted which resulted in the Act of 
1938 prohibiting the use of the title “‘ Architect ’’ by unregistered 
persons—in place of the unsatisfying system of optional regis- 
tration under the 1931 Act. The effect has been to consolidate 
and establish the position of the Council as the statutory 
authority who control the whole of the profession and admit to 
the Register only those who are qualified by examination. In 
1936 the Council issued a Code of Conduct, which was revised 
in 1946, when for the first time the underlying principles by 
which every architect should be guided in the conduct of his 
practice were clearly set out. Hitherto, an architect who did 
not happen to be a member of one of the professional associa: 
tions was subject to no restraint. 

The Council have also established a sound system—through 
the agency of the Board of Architectural Education—for carry- 
ing out their statutory duty to expend one-half of their revenue 
in scholarships for architectural students. 

In his conduct of the proceedings Mr. Tatchell has shown 
throughout all the characteristics of a model chairman— 
patience, impartiality and untiring energy. He has attended 
every meeting of the Council during his long term of office. 
But the work of the chairman is not confined to the quarterh 
meetings of the Council. He is “* ex-officio ” a member of th 
two standing committees of the Council, which he has regularly 
attended, and he must also be available from day to day fo 
consultation on matters arising between meetings. It is not 
the least of Mr. Tatchell’s many virtues that he has always beet 
readily accessible, kind and considerate, and has always found 
time in the midst of a busy practice to give careful consideration 
and sound advice on any matter submitted to him. 





No one will wish to deny him some relief from the hea 
duties he has cheerfully undertaken both for the Council and 
in many other public activities; but his retirement from offic 
is a saddening event and he will be much missed. 
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NOTES AND NEWS 


The £1,000 House: Questions in the 
House of Commons 


ME: DALTON’S replies to questions 
asked in the House of Commons on 
Tuesday, given on this page, carry the mat- 
ter of variations of housing standards a 
little further. After stating that he and his 
advisers had inspected the designs submitted 
in The Builder competition for houses to 
cost £1,000 or less, the Minister for Local 
Government and Planning said that he in- 
tended shortly to issue a Circular to local 
authorities on the design of council houses. 
In reply to another question, Mr. Dalton 
said that he did not want to see any lowering 
of essential standards. 


The form which this Circular will take 
and Mr. Dalton’s interpretation of “ essen- 
tial standards ” are, of course, the real mat- 
ters at issue. The essential point, as we have 
stated, is that wider powers must be given 
to housing authorities to build houses which 
can be let at lower rentals while yet attract- 
ing subsidy. This clearly means that there 
must be some variation of Manual standards. 
Housing authorities await the appearance of 
the promised Circular with keen interest. 


“Plan ” on Military Service - 

Mr. BAKER WHITE, M.P., asked the Attor- 
ney General, on March 12, in the House of 
Commons, if his attention had been called 
to the article entitled ‘“ Military Service” 
on page 32 of issue No. 8 of the Architec- 
tural Students’ Association journal “ Plan,” 
advising young men to refuse to carry out 
their National Service training, and whether 
he had considered taking action on it under 
the Enticement of Disaffection Act, 1934. 


The Attorney General replied, saying that 
he had considered the article to which the 
Hon. Member’s question referred, and said 
he did not think it would be appropriate 
to take action under the Enticement of Dis- 
affection Act, 1934, in regard to it. 





New Hope for Carlton House Terrace? 


THE NEAT COMMENT by an_ architect 
(made before the recent Cabinet changes) 
that should Mr. Morrison be appointed to 
the post of Foreign Minister the chances 
of the new Foreign Office being placed on 
the South Bank and not in Carlton House- 
terrace would be considerably improved 
must surely have the backing of a great 
many people who feel that the addition of 
extra floors to the Nash building is an extra- 
ordinary piece of unimaginative planning. 


The Rebuilding of Warsaw 


OF ALL the capital cities of Europe to 
suffer damage in the war, none was so com- 
pletely devastated as Warsaw, which had 
over 80 per cent. of its buildings destroyed. 
On this account moving the capital to 
Cracow was at one time considered, but the 
decision was taken to rebuild the ruined 
city of Warsaw on its old site. 


The exhibition, “Warsaw, Poland Re- 
builds her Capital,” which opens at the 
Royal Water-colour Society Galleries, 26, 
Conduit-street, W.1, on March 20° until 
April 12, tells the story of what has taken 
Place in Warsaw in the past five years. By 
means of large photographs, maps and other 
Pictorial matter, the exhibition will show 

€ city as it was before the war, immedi- 
ately after, and now, 
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THE £1,000 HOUSE 
COMPETITION 


THE EXHIBITION of winning designs 
and others now on view at the Housing 
Centre, 13, Suffolk-street, Haymarket, 
S.W.1, remains open to-day (9.30 a.m. 
to 5.30 p.m.) and to-morrow, Saturday 
(9.30 a.m. to 12 noon), when it closes. 

As from April 9, the exhibition will 
be shown at Lewis's, 32, Bull-street, Bir- 
mingham, for a fortnight. 

Illustrations and reports of the first 
nine designs, together with the assessors’ 
report, etc., have been brought together 
in a book which is obtainable from the 
Publisher, “The Builder,” The Builder 
House, Catherine-street, Aldwych, W.C.2, 
price 4s. 6d., post free. 




















COMING EVENTS 


Friday, March 16 
INSTITUTE OF QUANTITY SURVEYORS.—Annual dinner- 
dance. Piccadilly Hotel, London, W.1. 6.30 p.m. 
Monday, March 19 
Roya Society oF ArTs.—Last of three lectures on 
“The Great Exhibition of 1851,’ by Mr. K. W. Luck- 
hurst, R.S.A., John Adam-street, W.C.2. 6 p.m. 
Tuesday, March 20 


ROYAL INSTITUTION.—Professor A. E. Richardson, 
R.A., on “ Architecture and the Decorative Arts in 
England between 1751 and 1851”? (last of three talks). 21, 
Albemarle-street, W.1. 5.15 p.m. 


HoustnGc CEentrRE Trust.—Meeting and exhibition of 
the Survey and Development Plan for the Greenwich 
Centre prepared by students in London University town 
planning department. 13, Suffolk-street, Haymarket, 
S.W.1. 5.30 p.m. 


PoLtIsH CULTURAL INSTITUTE.—Opening of exhibition on 
rebuilding of Warsaw. Royal Water-colour Society 
Galleries, 26, Conduit-street, W.1. 3 p.m. 

Wednesday, March 21 


REINFORCED CONCRETE ASSOCIATION.—‘‘ Some Recent 
Developments in Prestressed Concrete,’’ by Mr. D. H. 
New. 11, Upper Belgrave-street, S.W.1. 6 p.m. 


HERIOT-WATT COLLEGE.—Ministry of Works lecture on 
“ Essentials of Good Concreting.’? Heriot-Watt College, 
Edinburgh. 
Thursday, March 22 


INSTITUTE OF WELDING, NORTH LONDON BRANCH.— 
“ Some Examples of the Plastic Theory, as Applied to the 
Design of Welded Structures,” by Mr. J. W. Roderick, 
M.A., Ph.D., Polytechnic Institute, Regent-street, W.1. 
7.30 p.m. 


FROM “THE BUILDER” OF 1851 
Saturday, March 15, 1851 


PLEDGE-DEPOTS FOR THE WORKING 
CLASSES.—The early advocacy of lodging- 
houses by The Builder was not without 
effect in popularising the theme. The exten- 
sive clearances made in densely inhabited 
poor quarters, and the extrusion of hundreds 
of families from squalid, ill-ventilated, un- 
drained courts and lanes, absolutely required 
the substitution of other locations; for 
swarming poverty must have sought shelter 
in remoter purlieus, where they would cling 
and cluster in closer and fouler community, 
or else have emigrated to the county towns 
or agricultural districts. 


It is certain that in the gradual improve- 


ment of the metropolis, in keeping 
pace with the growing taste for em- 
bellishment, houses of such a character 


as might suit the labouring classes have 
not been built, and equally so that the 
only chance which now remains for making 
provision for the operatives is dependent on 
the construction of suitable lodging-houses 
at convenient intervals. 
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“THE BUILDER ” LOW-COST 
HOUSING COMPETITION 


Mr. Dalton to Circulate Housing 
Authorities 


N the House of Commons on Tuesday 
several questions on The Builder Low- 
cost Housing Competition were put to Mr. 
Dalton, Minister of Local Government and 
Planning. Mr. LioneL HEALD asked the 
Minister whether he and his officers had 
studied the exhibition of designs for houses 
to cost £1,000 or less, recently organised at 
the County Hall with the approval and 
assistance of the London County Council; 
and whether his Department was now pre- 
pared to accept the principle that building 
standards should be made sufficiently flexible 
to allow local authorities to provide good 
houses in larger numbers and at rents that 
council tenants could afford. 


Mr. Bossom wanted to know if Mr. 
Dalton would instruct his expert advisers to 
examine the designs of the £1,000 houses 
and, if possible, get suggestions from these 
designs, or other sources, for modifications 
in present Government housing regulations, 
compliance with which was making houses 
cost more than many could afford to pay. 


Mr. HARMAR NICHOLLS asked if the Minis- 
ter would recommend the winning design 
to all local authorities “with a view to 
obtaining more houses from the same outlay 
of materials and lowering council house 
rents by reducing the cost of the average 
three bedroomed house from the present 
£1,400 to £950 each.” 


Council House Design 


Mr. DALton: “I have inspected these 
plans, and so have my advisers. Subject 
to local bye-laws, it is open to private 
builders to adopt any of these plans for 
houses built under licence. 1 intend shortly 
to issue a Circular to local authorities on 
the design of council houses.” 


Mr. HEALD asked if the Minister agreed 
that the former Minister of Health was far 
too inflexible in these matters. Mr. Dalton 
said he did not think so. 


Mr. Dalton was then asked by Mzr. 
Bossom if he realised that the regulations 
and the conditions which were insisted upon 
caused houses to be far too expensive. They 
did not have to be so expensive. If he would 
look into the matter thoroughly with an 
expert who knew the game, he would find 
that the matter could be put right very 
easily. Mr. NICHOLLS wondered if the Min- 


‘ister was aware of the “grave urgency of 


this problem owing to the fact that many 
people now on the housing lists are refus- 
ing their turn because of the high rents. 
If this scheme is accepted, we can get more 
houses from a given amount of material 
and, very likely, at lower rents.” 


Mr. DALTon: “I am taking all these mat- 
ters into account.” 


In considering the issue of the Circular to 
which he had referred, Mr. GiBson asked 
if Mr. Dalton would give the House an 
assurance that there would be no attempt to 
reduce housing standards. Mr. DALTON 
said he was bearing that in mind. He had 
had a number of talks with Mr. Gibson 
and other Members on the matter, and he 
must know that he did not want to see any 
lowering of “essential standards.” ; 


E 
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PALMANOVA 


Town Planning Conditioned by 
Geometry and War 


a 
By R. B. THOMSON, M.A., A.R.LB.A. 


PALMANOVA, in northern Italy, must 

be the only town in the world where 
picture postcards are sold not of the usual 
local views but the plan of the town. This 
is not really so surprising when one looks 
at the plan, for it has an interesting pattern, 
reminiscent of the “ideal town plans” of 
renaissance architects such as Scamozzi. 
Probably this pattern, described as a “nine 
pointed star,” was inspired by such theoretic- 
ally perfect layouts with their love of 
geometry, but the real reason for its form 
was the demands of war. 


Guilio Sporignan was responsible for the 
design of the town and its defences, which 
he executed in 1593 for the Republic of 
Venice as a protection for their extended 
frontier on the Isonzo River. The layout 
was almost entirely conditioned by military 
needs, in an age when the use of gunpowder 
had outmoded the value of systems of curtain 
walls and towers of the medieval: sort, 
replacing them with elaborate triangular 
bastions and earthworks capable of standing 
up to artillery. 

So well screened was the town and its 
sunken walls by these massive protective 
earthworks, that the visitor to-day is hardly 
aware that he is approaching a town until 
he comes in sight of one of the stone gate- 
ways, themselves hidden behind protective 
triangles of earthwork. Their stone fagades 
pierced with slots for the beams of vanished 
drawbridges, the gateways mask a square 
two-storey courtyard within, through which 
the roadway passes, shut off from the exterior 
and the interior of the town by nail-studded 
gates and portcullises. 


The town within shows that the amenities 
of life were not entirely forgotten in needs 
of defence, for the rigid geometrical pattern 
has value for other reasons than the proper 
spacing of defensive bastions around the 
perimeter, the provision of good fields of 
fire within the town, and so forth. It may 
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Plan of Palmanova, illustrating the “nine-pointed star” design of the town 


represented in time of trouble by the pool 


be a spider’s web, with the spider to be of reinforcements in the central square, ready 





Despite its rigid geometrical -pattern, there is an ordered 
and spacious air about the streets of Palmanova 





to rush to any point of 
the exterior defences 
down the convenient 
radiating roads, but there 
is an ordered and spacious 
air about the _ streets. 
There is a great variety 
of effect in spite of the 
stiff geometry of the 
pattern, some blocks be- 
ing open spaces, others 
paved, others built up, 
with a further range of 
variables in the heights of 
buildings, treatment of 
open courts or continuous 
street frontage, and 
emphasis on the central 
“* square.” 


The hexagonal central 
piazza is the focal centre 
of the town, on to which 
face the church and other 
larger public and private 
buildings. In the middle 
of the open space stands 
a high flagstaff on a 
podium. Marble statues 
on plinths decorated with 


wreaths and trophies in neo-Roman tashion 
stand at the mouth of each street; those for 
the streets leading to the gateways face the 
incoming stranger, the rest face the piazza. 
Perhaps they have gazed blindly on wilder 
scenes, of battle preparation, than the 
quiet everyday bustle of the present. This 
is a town which has slept unchanged for 
four hundred years save for the fading touch 
of decay. 


Historic Buildings in London 


Some 150 BulLpinGs in Finsbury of special 
architectural or historic interest have been 
listed by the Ministry of Local Government 
and Planning. They include the house of 
John Wesley—now the Wesley Museum— 
which was built about 1779; Wesley's 
Chapel, built about 1777; the tomb and 
statue of John Wesley and the obelisk in 
memory of Susannah Wesley in the burial 
ground surrounding the chapel; and the 
many famous tombs and monuments in 
Bunhill Fields. Among those buried there 
were John Bunyan, Daniel Defoe, Susanriah 
Wesley, Dr. Isaac Watts and William Blake. 

Also included in the list are the Charter- 
house; a house in Farringdon-road which 
contains the ancient “ Clerks’ Well”; and 
the tomb of George Fox. 
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CORRESPONDENCE 
The Art of Architecture 
Jo THE Epitor oF The Builder 
IR,—Mr. Richard Pybus’s letter is 
delightful. I had thought that tilting 


at windmills was an old Spanish custom, but 
now it is apparently practised in Scotland, 
combined with an abandonment of tradi- 
tional Scottish caution and Kabit of ascer- 
tainment of fact before judgment. Even 
the reputed Highland gift of second sight 
seems to have gone astray—otherwise, how 
did Mr. Pybus arrive at his curious assess- 
ment of my views? 


After a pedantic homily of profound 
erudition, in which I am lectured upon the 
principles of good architecture, you, Sir, 
were duly informed that I have not yet 
learnt that architecture is not the art of 
building cleverly but that it is the art of 
building beautifully. That was the most 
unkind cut of all since, during my archi- 
tectural adolescence, I came to the conclu- 
sion that mere cleverness or imagined ori- 
ginality was all too easy, but that to do good 
and gracious work required thought and 
travail. Nor did I blame the Government 
for the idiosyncrasies of architects—that 
would be very unkind. 


* 

What I did comment upon was the current 
architectural cliché of using excessive areas 
of glass, and however satisfactory Mr. 
Pybus’s alleged indolence at school may be 
to him, I fail to appreciate the connection. 
Somewhat irrelevantly, Count Rumford has 
been brought into the discussion. It was 
instructive to note recently, in the pamphlet 
describing the virtues of one of the very 
latest fuel-saving and heat-producing stoves, 
that Rumford’s opinions published about 
1796 were reiterated. It is truly said that 
we live in a fast-moving age, to suit which 
I understand the architectural expression 
should be “streamlined” building, the 
latest tag. It would be foolish not to 
recognise that much excellent work is now 
being built, or at all events planned.. That 
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should not blind us to the equally obvious 
fact that certain types of extreme design are 
also being built—very, very clever, but how 
inexpressibly dull. 


To resolve Mr. Pybus’s doubts on the 
advantage of brick over glass for bomb pro- 
tection, I suggest that he reads various 
reports upon protection against atomic 
attack recently published. He seems to have 
overlooked the fact that glass shatters at 
considerable distances from an explosion, 
whereas brick does not. What an oppor- 
tunity for a modern Guy Fawkes has been 
missed by rebuilding the House of Commens 
in traditional manner. 


Mr. Pybus’s pseudonym, “ Dilettante Vigi- 
lante,” is well chosen. He is probably 
aware that Wotton also wrote “ An Ambas- 
sador is an honest man sent to lie abroad 
for the good of his country.” 


R. G. Mum. 
Gerrards Cross, Bucks. 


To THE Epiror oF The Builder 


IR,—If the virulence of Mr. Richard 
Pybus’s attack on Mr. Robert G. Muir 
(your issue March 9) can perhaps be ex- 
cused on the grounds of his youth, it does 
serve to emphasise the widening cleavage be- 
tween two distinct classes. One class main- 
tains, for instance, that if sitting before 
an open fire and piling on the logs gives 
them pleasure they have a perfect right to 
do so. Furthermore, they have no desire 
to restrain others from looking at a radia- 
tor if they feel so inclined. The other class 
maintains that all should adopt a B.S.S. of 
pleasure. Anyone differing from the latest 
standard necessarily suffers from “ blasé and 
prolix prejudices,” and should be forced to 
conform for his own good. 

Mr. Pybus goes even further. He would 
deny others the minor departures from the 
standard of which he himself was at one 
time guilty, for surely in the modern school 
it is no longer possible for a scholar to 
preserve an indolent attitude, when a visit 
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- One of the three stone gateways to the town of Palmanova 
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to the headmaster involves a journey of 
three-quarters of a mile. 


The value put upon “ up-to-dateness” 
may not be permanent. The conditions 
which created it no longer obtain. Time 
was when we were producing more than we 
could consume, and manufacturers were 
obliged to create an artificial demand by 
advertising and publicity. Mrs. Smith duly 
became ashamed to appear in last season’s 
coat. The effect on the arts was not so 
harmless. If one can be certain of any- 
thing in modern art it is that the very latest 
fashion will soon become as out of date as 
last year’s poster. 


There are signs of a reaction. Some 
clients of mine, who are highly efficient 
manufacturers, requiring a new factory said 
to me: “ We do not want elevations in the 
super-modern style. If you go along the 
Great West-road and look at the factory 
buildings which were up-to-the-minute when 
erected, they all shout 1930 at you. We 
would prefer something Georgian, then no- 
body will know when it was ereeted and it 
will never look old-fashioned.” I am still 
trying to think of the answer to that one, 
and the factory is nearly finished. 


I also lack Mr. Pybus’s confidence in the 
beauty motif. I asked a young furniture 
designer and maker if he could make a 
cabriole chair leg. He could, but it would 
take the best part of a day and that meant 
that a set of legs would cost more than £5. 
So he was making “ modern” straight ones. 
I wonder what he would have said if I had 
told him that he was forgetting the funda- 
mental clause of the designer’s creed accord- 
ing to Mr, Pybus. 

R. BLYTH WINTER, L.R.I.B.A. 

Shaw’s Corner, Redhill, Surrey. 


Quantity Surveying and Architecture 
To THE Epitor oF The Builder 


SR. have read, over the last few weeks, 

a good deal of nonsense by quantity 
surveyors. The most sensible letter pub- 
lished, in my view, is that by “ Chartered 
Quantity Surveyor of 30 years standing.” I 
should say that he is the best of the bunch; 
most of the others appear to know as little 
about their own game as the man in the 
moon. I suppose that I am entitled to call 
myself an architect who has had to cope 
with a pretty wide range of work, ranging 
from housing to large factories for high 
precision engineering, and I have never 
found much trouble with quantity surveyors 
who know their game. But seldom have I 
found a quantity surveyor capable of finding 
the bearing-strength of soil, walls or in 
bressummers because, and rightly, they are 
not supposed to know these things, whereas 
the headache of an architect’s practice is 
loads, pressures from natural and from 
manufactured causes, and the continual 
curse of being expected to know something 
about law, so far as it affects the work he 
is called upon to perform. There are 240 
Acts of Parliament that he is bound to 
possess within easy reach of his drawing 
board before attempting to draw a straight 
line with the point of his pencil, There are 
several thousand. technicalities, and he is ex- 
pected in a court of law to give a clear 
answer to each and every one of them when 
called upon to do so. Yet he is a fool, 
according to some newly made quantity 
surveyors who, possibly, have only dealt 
with a house or two, because his drawings 
have omitted to show the storage tank, 
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plumbing and the like, or because he has not 
given any details on how the highway shall 
be supported for a 60-ft. excavation, or 
because he has omitted to give details of the 
jack-arches in floors and inverted arches in 
piers. Those quantity surveyors who have 
vague ideas of stepping into the shoes of 
an architect are welcome to have a go. 


Not very long ago, architects were com- 
pelled to find their own quantities, and many 
are compelled to do so to-day because 
owners will not undergo the expense. It is 
now policy for the architect to engage a 
quantity surveyor to relieve himself of the 
burden of making progress reports for in- 
terim payments. An architect would be 
foolish to attempt to do all this himself in 
these modern times when there are quantity 
surveyors available for such a _ purpose, 
because seldom will the employer grant the 
architect extra professional charges for per- 
forming such duties. Often when I have 
displayed my synopsis-prospectus of the 
finance to be found, the employer has 
scratched out the quantity surveyor’s fees 
as a saving, and has given instructions to 
invite tenders from half a dozen contractors, 
each to submit prices based on their own 
quantities, and there is nothing any one can 
do about it as the employer may spend his 
money as he thinks fit. All the advice in 
the world will not alter the views of some 
building owners if they have fixed ideas that 
contractors’ bills are equally satisfactory. 


The late Mr. Bentley, not of any institute, 
built and supervised from his own drawings, 
Westminster Cathedral. He was a brilliant 
man, who gave quantities to his contractors, 
and it is said that he never had £50 of 
materials over, Sir Aston Webb, with 
whom I had many friendly arguments 
before he received his title, was, in my view, 
the most brilliant architect of his time. Sir 
Aston knew all the answers in architecture, 
in building construction and in quantities, 
and no one could mislead him about mate- 
rials. He was a master at his own game, 
possessed a most extraordinary knowledge 
of steelwork, and was the most pleasing 
personality to hold a discussion with. 


This fairly new profession of quantity 
surveying has caused many of us to place 
much reliance on them. To point to the 
omission of a w.c., or to say that they have 
been deprived of certain details is not good 
enough reason for them to tell the world 
that architects are the people they have to 
get out of trouble. 

W. MacDOonaLp. 

16, Chiswick-lane, W.4. 


To THE Epitor oF The Builder 
IR,—Apparently your correspondent, Mr. 
W. G. C.. Hopkins, in his letter in last 
week’s issue of The Builder desires to cross 
swords with me, so permit me to parry 
and riposte his attacks. I had wished to 
Stir up the apathy on this subject and from 
this correspondent’s violent reaction I feel 
that I have achieved this purpose, but I am 
disappointed in that his criticisms were not 
very helpful. 


Mr. Hopkins states that much is left to 
the imagination of the quantity surveyor 
(guessing the amount of work not shown on 
the drawings) and yet in the very same para- 
graph says “everything about quantity sur- 
veying speaks of efficiency.” In the future, 


no doubt, it will be possible for quantity 
surveyors to “dream up” a complete bill 
of quantities without any drawings at all! 
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This might be Mr. Hopkins’s idea of effi- 
ciency, but it certainly isn’t mine. 

I cannot agree that the service afforded by 
a quantity surveyor always gives satisfac- 
tion to the client. Quite often clients are 
amazed that they are obliged to pay for 
the services of a quantity surveyor and 
cannot understand why. (It is sometimes 
very difficult to explain the function of a 
quantity surveyor to someone outside the 
profession.) They are still more amazed, 
and perhaps a little annoyed, when they 
are confronted with an extra bill of varia- 
tions agreed on their behalf by the quantity 
surveyor. 

May I now comment on the article ‘“ The 
Quantity Surveyors’ Dilemma,” by Mr. 
Arthur J. Willis. Throughout the article 
an important assumption is made: that our 
system of tendering is more accurate than 
that of the American system. I am not 
sure this assumption is right. Is it pos- 
sible to estimate accurately on units of mea- 
surement which are so detailed, or to fore- 
see the time involved for such small labours? 
Is it possible to obtain an accurate estimate 
if the bills of quantities are not correct? 
Is is possible to prepare an accurate bill of 
quantities if the drawings and specification 
(if any) are incomplete? So we are back to 
where it all began—‘* The Quantity Sur- 
veyors’ Dilemma ” ! 

As outlined in my previous letter, I think 
the solution to the problem is a return to a 
more definite “Lump Sum”. contract, 
rather than a “Contract where Quantities 
form part,” which, with the inevitable varia- 
tions, becomes more in the nature of a 
“Schedule Contract.” Surely the views ex- 
pressed in your leading article “The Quan- 
tity Surveyors’ Dilemma,” together with the 
relevant correspondence which followed and 
also the Productivity Team’s report on the 
American system of contracting (where in- 
dependent quantity surveyors do not exist), 
is proof enough that the introduction of 


Quantities in this country was a step back-. 


ward rather than a step forward? 
MICHAEL THORNE, A.R.I.C.S. 
Plymouth. 


« * This correspondence must now cease.—ED. 


The Q.S. and Local and Nationalised 
Government Services 
To THE Eprtror oF The Builder 


GIR. —The latter part of the letter from 

“ Phoenix ” in your issue of March 2 
relates to a proposal I made in your columns 
on December 29 last that local government 
and nationalised services quantity surveyors 
should come together and form a representa- 
tive body. 

“Phoenix,” and your readers generally, 
may be interested to hear that a County and 
Borough Quantity Surveyors’ Association is 
being formed and that an inaugural meet- 
ing will be held shortly. 

Support and inquiries for this project 
are still invited and I shall be happy to deal 
with all letters. 

If it is necessary to adduce any further 
reasons for the formation of such an associa- 
tion one can point to the very strict control 
which the Government exercises in dealing 
with official architects and engineers. Were 
the central authorities dealing only with 
county and borough quantity surveyors I 
fancy that applications for loan sanction, etc., 
would be more expeditiously dealt with. 
Also, the trade interests have often voiced 
their suspicions of direct-labour schemes. 


March 16 195) 


The institution of official and independey 
quantity surveying departments would soy 
dispel any such iears and establish once ay 
for all the essential integrity of this for 
of municipal trading. C. R. Vinycomp, 
12, Ashfurlong-road, : 
Dore, Sheffield. 

} 

{ 





Operatives’ Wages Increase and 
Cost of Housing 
To THE Epitor oF The Builder | 
S/R,—May I refer to Mr. Stanley G, 
Johnson’s letter ‘in your last issue, || 
have had previous occasion to correct the| 
proportions he wrongly ascribes to labour! 
and material costs in a house. The former 
are 40 per cent. and the latter 60 per cent, | 
not the reverse, as Mr. Johnson says. 
R. Coppock, 
General Secretary, N.F.B.T.O. 
Federal House, Clapham, S.W.4. 


+s Mr. Johnson now writes: I must con- 
tradict Sir Richard Coppock’s bald state- 
ment, in which he says that I had reversed | 
the percentages attributed to labour and! 
materials. The proportion in this area 
(Faversham, Kent) is approximately 60 per 
cent. for labour and 40 per cent. for mate- 
rials. 

Quite apart from this point of difference, 
however, how can Sir Richard Coppock 
reconcile the following statements :— 

(1) The National Joint Council for the 
Building Industry states the increase on 
labour for a three-bedroom house is £25. 

(2) Sir Richard Coppock states that labour 
accounts for 40 per cent. only of the total 
cost. 

(3) The average increase on a building 
operative’s wages is to be nine per cent. 

In order to correlate these three facts, the 
cost of building the three-bedroom house 
has to be assumed at £695 which, of course, 
is absurd. If, on the other hand, one 
assumes the cost to be £1,400, the £25 rise 
in cost represents only four and a half per 
cent. increase in wages, which is again an 
incorrect statement. 


To THE Epitor oF The Builder 





March 





IR,—The correspondence started by Mr. | 
E. F. Connold, F.R.I.C.S. (The Builder, | 


February 23) introduces an interesting point } 


regarding the wording of Clause 25 of the 
R.I.B.A. Form of Contract which Mr. J. M. 
Edkins (March 2) in no way counters. 

There is an obvious ambiguity in sub- 
section [A] 1 (b) and although the interpre- 
tation given by each correspondent could be 
correct, Mr. Connold’s seems grammatically 
more logical. 

Mr. Edkin’s second observation merely 
appears to support Mr. Connold’s point. 
Sub-section [A] 1 (a) refers to “rules or 
decisions . . . current at the date of tender,” 
not “rates of wages . . . current at the 
date of tender.” In other words, if the 
N.J.C. makes a decision on a certain date 
to increase wages at a future date, ill 
tenders based on the R.I.B.A. Form of Con- 
tract and submitted between those two 
dates should apparently take into considera- 
tion the proposed increase (if applicable). 

The question obviously does not arise at 
the moment as wages have so recently been 
increased, but it is worth bearing in mind 
for similar situations in the future. 

A. S. House, A.R.LCS. 

Clifton, Bristol, 8. 
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View from Quiet Court 
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View from the east, showing staff rooms on right 
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Right: Staircase 
feature at 
south-west of 
classroom block 


Below: Class- 
room block 
from south-east 
of Quiet Court 
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BOUT the year 1240, Simon 
Langton, Archdeacon of Canter- 
bury, and brother of the Archibishop, 
founded a hospital for poor priests. 
The hospital was suppressed in the 
seventeenth year of Queen Elizabeth, 
was handed over to the Corporation, 
and subsequently used as a House of 
Correction, a Blue Coat School and a 
Workhouse. Under the Endowed 
Schools Act of 1876, the administration 
of the Simon Langton Foundation was 
transferred to a new governing body for 
the purpose of establishing secondary 
schools for boys and girls. Until 
1942, Simon Langton Girls’ School 
shared with the Boys’ School a con- 
gested site in the centre of the City. 
On June 1, 1942, a large proportion of 
the school buildings were destroyed 
during the “‘ Baedeker” raid on Can- 
terbury and afterwards the remaining 
buildings were taken over by the Boys’ 
School, and the Girls’ School moved 
to the Canterbury Mental Hospital, 
from which the patients had been 
evacuated earlier in the war. After the 
war the Ministry of Education agreed to 
the erection of new school buildings. 
The existing playing fields of the 
school with an area of 13.5 acres are 
sited at the junction of Old Dover-road 
and Nackington-road, and it was de- 
cided that additional land should be 
purchased adjoining the playing fields 
with direct access from Old Dover-road, 
for the school buildings. This siting 
allows the playing fields to remain and 
providesa fine approach and setting for 
the building. The plan form has arisen 
naturally from the siting of the buildings 
and consists in essentials of a single- 
storey block parallel to Old Dover- 


379 








380 THE BUILDER March 16 195} A 














The gymnasium. Below: Main entrance from Old Dover-road 
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The assembly hall 


road containing the entrances, assembly hall, dining-room 
and kitchen, staff rooms, gymnasium, cloakrooms and 
lavatories, with two blocks at right angles, one of two 
storeys containing the classrooms and the other of three 
storeys housing the practical and special rooms. These 
two blocks have a south-easterly aspect and can be extended 
if required in the future. The main entrance, assembly 
hall, with fully equipped stage and green room, staff rooms, 
dining-room and lavatories have been planned to form an 
independent unit, when necessary, for use for special func- 
tions or entertainment after school hours. The playground, 
accommodating three netball pitches, has been sited between 
the front block and the practical room block with direct 
access to the lavatories. All teaching spaces face on to 
quiet areas. The gymnasium at the south-east end is pro- 
vided with an outdoor terrace and has two sets of changing 
rooms and showers, one set having direct access to the 
playing fields. 

Alternative schemes were prepared with steel and rein- 
forced concrete frames, and after careful consideration by 
the Ministry of Education, it was decided to use reinforced 
concrete in view of the large saving in steel which would 
result. The structural frame consists of in situ reinforced 
concrete columns, beams, floor slabs and roof slabs. 
Columns are spaced at 10 ft. centres, except in the classroom 
block where they are at 8 ft. by 3 in. centres. Externally the 
building is clad with reconstructed stone-faced concrete 
slabs, 34 in. thick, supported on toe lintols provided in the 
reinforced concrete frame. This material was selected 
after careful consideration as being the most suitable since 
a condition was made that bricklayers’ work was to be kept 
to a minimum. The inside skin of the external cavity walls 
and internal partitions are of sand lime bricks, finished 


fair face except in the assembly hall, entrance hall and staff 


rooms where walls are plastered, and in cloakrooms, lava- 
tories, kitchen and domestic science rooms where they are 
tiled. A portion of the end wall of the assembly hall is 
covered with acoustic tiles to provide absorption. Roofs 


are screeded with light-weight concrete and covered with 
built-up roofing with insulating tile finish. Upper floors 
are screeded on an eel grass blanket laid on top of the 
structural slab to minimise interference from structural- 
borne sound. Floors finishings are: Wood block in 
teaching rooms and assembly hall, wood strip in gymnasium, 
tiles in cloak-rooms and lavatories and kitchen, terrazzo in 
entrance hall and staircases, cork in staff rooms and library, 
composition block in corridors and plastic tiles in dining- 
room. Ceilings are : Insulation board in teaching rooms 
and adjoining corridors and dining-room to improve acous- 
tics, plaster elsewhere except in music room and entrance 
hall where sprayed asbestos is used. Heating is by radiators 
from low-pressure hot-water system with oil-fired boilers. 
Plenum system is provided to assembly hall. All practical 
rooms are fully equipped with built-in fittings specially 
designed by the architect. 

The Ringmer Building Works, Ltd., were the main 
contractors. The sub-contractors were : 

Mechanical services, G. N. Haden and Sons, Ltd. ; elec- 
trical services, Haden Electrical, Ltd. ; reinforced concrete, 
F. Bradford and Co., Ltd. ; reconstructed stone, Empire 
Stone Co., Ltd. ; roofing, Frazzi, Ltd. ; cellular concrete, 
Celcon, Ltd. ; flush doors, John Sadd and Sons, Ltd. ; 
metal windows and doors, Henry Hope and Sons, Ltd. ; 
plastering, H. S. Keen ; plumbing, K. Hills ; sanitary 
ware, Dent and Hellyer, Ltd. ; wall and floor tiling, Carter 
and Co., Ltd. ; joinery fittings and blinds, Sotos, Ltd. ; 
gymnasium fittings, Niels Larsen and Co., Ltd. ; corridor 
flooring, the Granwood Flooring Co. ; wood flooring, 
Horsley Smith and Co., Ltd. ; cork flooring, Cork Insula- 
tion and Asbestos Co., Ltd. ; accotile flooring, Neuchatel 
Asphalte Co., Ltd. ; terrazzo work, Fenning and Co., Ltd. ; 
‘** Valdocrete *’ flooring, Val de Travers. 

Ironmongery and cloakroom fittings, Comyn Ching and 
Co. (London), Ltd. ; bronze handrails, Gardener Sons, 
and Co., Ltd. ; C.1. stairs and rooflights, Haywards, Ltd. ; 
proscenium, Clark and Fenn, Ltd. ; acoustic tiling, Newalls 
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The 
library 


emergency lighting, Chloride Electrical Storage and Co., 
Ltd. ; clocks and bells, Gent and Co., Ltd. ; low voltage 
equipment, Sotos, Ltd. ; lighting fittings, Troughton and 
Young, Ltd. ; garden work, Canterbury Corporation ; 

















furniture, Education Supply Ass. ; armchairs, Heal’s 
Contracts, Ltd. ; curtains, Gerald Holtom ; stage drapery, 
Hall and Dixon, Ltd. ; stage equipment, Hall Manufactur- 
ing and Supply Co., Ltd. 


Cookery 
classroom 


THE SIMON LANGTON SCHOOL, CANTERBURY 
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“THE BUILDER” £1,000 
HOUSE COMPETITION 


Economies Without Loss of Comfort 


ARISING from the talk given by Mr. 

ARTHUR KENYON, C.B.E., F.R.I.B.A., 
M.T.P.I., on The Builder £1,000 House 
Competition at the Housing Centre on 
March 6, Colonel S. F. Newcombe has 
written the following comments on low- 
cost housing problems: 


1. The object of a house is to give shelter 
and “the greatest comfort to the occupants 
that they can afford over x years.” Size, 
therefore, is not the main standard because 
size is neither a standard of comfort nor 
of what people can afford, or wish to pay. 


2. Perhaps it is wiser and more practical 
to lay down a total cost, such as £1,000 or 
other figure. 


3. In considering cost, one must include 
(a) the present value of fuel for a period 
of x years (say 20) (which at present is £24 
to £36 p.a., or about £325 to £490) and (b) 
the present value for 20 years at 4 per cent. 
in houses costing £1,300, as under test for 
the Building Research Station. 


4. The last factor tends to reduce the sizes 
of some rooms to make them more com- 
fortable by using less heat, or by using mate- 
tials that give a quick rise of temperature to 
inner surfaces. Thus, a room 20 ft. x 10 ft. 
x 10 ft. (2,000 cu. ft.) has six surfaces 
totalling 1,000 sq. ft. and a room 10 ft. x 
7 ft. x 7 ft. (490 cu. ft.) has six surfaces 
totalling 378 sq. ft. 


There is no advantage in making kitchens 
larger than necessary. Two hundred meals 
are cooked quickly in a small kitchen of 
a dining car. The most comfortable bed- 
rooms perhaps are first-class sleeping cars 
on British Railways or wagon lits; or ships 
cabins, Diogenes could have provided 
evidence. 


5. The living and dining room, however, 
must be large enough for prestige, conven- 
tion or other reasons (not merely utility!) 
and perhaps a screen or moveable partition 
would add comfort at a low cost. 


6. One competitor realised that some 
people grow infirm or even old and hence 
need a bedroom on the ground floor. But 
most critics seem to think that houses are 
always occupied by a man, wife and two or 
three children between two and eight years. 
But even their habits and needs change with 
the weather and, certainly, every year. 
Again, one cannot lay down absolute laws 
when there are so many variants. There is 
therefore no agreed standard. 


7. Other critics thought the siting of space 
for dustbins of importance. Why worry 
over such minor details? Place them to 
enable collection to be quick and clean; 
they are removed in three minutes weekly 
and are seen openly in the leading London 
squares, 

The coalbin, a small item, should be as 
teat the coal fire as possible, to avoid 
carriage in the house, and filled from out- 
side, A small bush or a few flowers will 
0n grow enough to hide them from the 
aesthete, 

8. (@) Chimneys were rightly sited in mid- 

sé in most cases. (b) One or two were 
Wengly sited in outer walls. (a) adds 
geatly to heat storage. All flues should 

a Vertical as possible and no bends to 
exceed 30 degrees. No radiant fires should 
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face windows, otherwise units of radiant 
energy go out of the window, open or shut, 
without doing any work. 


9. No evidence was given on drawings 
concerning the prevention of dampness 
through walls, though most appeared to 
have 11 in. thickness with 2-in. air space. 
It is high time that it was recognised that 
heating is, and must always be, intermittent. 
Even if one can afford continuous burning, 
the rate of fuel consumption varies from 
1 lb. per hour to 5 or 6 |b. in small houses. 
Therefore, a quick rise of temperature of 
inner surfaces is an important factor, plus 
prevention of damp from _ outside; i.e., 
damp-proof inner linings of low heat con- 
ductance. 


Abolish the 11-in. wall, a convention 
of perhaps 50 years, intended at first to keep 
out damp. High heat storage is needed 
inside the house in hot water cisterns, flues, 
ground, etc. It then follows that the outer 
walls should be only 44 in. or 6 in: thick 
for two-storeyed houses of 15 to 16 ft. in 
height. Such walls with rooms only 10 ft. 
to 12 ft. wide have a factor of safety well 
over five, and hence more strength than 
needed. 


Bye-laws require early revision or waivers 
to remove ancient, obsolete costly conven- 
tions, so that the time and money saved 
can be spent on building more houses. Bye- 
laws are guides to serve the public, not 
sacred nor basic principles. 


COMPETITIONS OPEN 


SEASIDE HOTEL, CRAIGAVAD, CO. DOWN.— 
Promoted by the Festival of Britain (Northern Ireland 
Committee). Premiums : £200, £100 and £50. Assessor : 
Mr. Desmond Fitzgerald, B.Arch., A.R.1.B.A., F.R.LA.I. 
Conditions from : The Hon. Secretary, Royal Society of 
Ulster Architects, 7, College-square North, Belfast. Dep. 
£1 1s. Closing date for designs: March 31, 1951. 
December 22, 1950. 


RECREATION CENTRE, ENNISKILLEN.—Pro- 
moted by the Festival of Britain (Northern Ireland Com- 
mittee). Premiums: £100, £50 and £25. Assessor > 
Mr. Desmond Fitzgerald, B.Arch., A.R.I.B.A., F.R.LA.I. 
Conditions from : The Hon. Secretary, Royal Society of 
Ulster Architects, 7, College-square North, Belfast. Dep. 
£1 1s. Closing date for designs: March 31, 1951. 
December 22, 1950. 


FESTIVAL HALL, HESWALL, WIRRAL. Promoted 
by Wirral U.D.C. Premiums: £500, £350 and £250. 
Assessors : Mr. P.. Garland Fairhurst, M.A., F.R.LB.A. 
Conditions from: Mr. W. F. Roberts, Clerk of the 
Council, Council Offices, Heswall, Wirral, Cheshire. 
Dep. £2 2s. Closing date for designs: April 28, 1951. 
January 12 and 26, 1951. 


COVENTRY CATHEDRAL.—Promoted by Coventry 
Cathedral Reconstruction Committee. Premiums : £2,000. 
£1,500 and £1,000. Assessors: Sir Percy Thomas, 
P-P.R.I.B.A.: Mr. Edward Maufe, R.A.; and Mr. 
Howard Robertson, A.R.A. Conditions from : The 
Secretary, Coventry Cathedral Reconstruction Committee, 
22, Bayley-lane, Coventry. Dep. £2 2s. Closing date for 
designs : July 2, 1951. November 3, 1950. 


MARINE AND TECHNICAL COLLEGE BUILD- 
INGS, SOUTH SHIELDS. Promoted by South Shields 
County Borough. Premiums: £500, £250 and £100. 
Assessor: Mr. S. W. Milburn, M.B.E., F.R.1.B.A. 
Conditions from: Mr. Harold Ayrey, Town Clerk 
Town Hall, South Shields. Dep. £2 2s. Last day for 
questions : March 21. Closing date for designs : July 21, 
1951. January 19, 1951. 


COLLEGE OF FURTHER EDUCATION, POOLE.— 
Promoted by Dorset County Council. Premiums : £1,000, 
£500 and £300. Assessors: Mr. Julian Leathart, 
F.R.LB.A., Mr. S. A. W. J. Johnson-Marshall, B.Arch, 
A.R.LB,A., Mr. H. E. Matthews, F.R.LB.A., Mr. J. 
Haynes, M.A. (County Education Officer), and Mr. H. J. 
Shelley, O.B.E. (Chief Inspector M. of E.). Conditions 
from : Clerk to County Council, County Hall, Dorchester, 
Dorset. Dep. £1 1s. Closing date for designs : September 
30, 1951, Last day for questions : April 30. February 23, 
1951. 


Dates in italics at the end of paragraphs refer to issues 
of “*The Builder’? in which details of the competitions 
appeared. 
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OBITUARY 
A. A. Fillary, F.R.LCS., L.R.LB.A. 


We regret to record the death recently of 
Mr. A. A. Fillary, F.R.LC.S., L.R.LB.A., 
at his home in Sussex, after a short illness. 


In the years before the war there was, 
perhaps, no more outstanding figure in Lon- 
don building circles than Mr. A. A. Fillary, 
District Surveyor for Westminster East. He 
combined, with his engaging personality 
and extreme courteousness, a determination 
to ensure that all work coming under his 
jurisdiction was carried out with a high de- 
gree of efficiency, his wide knowledge of con- 
struction and structural engineering enabling 
him to demand a similar high standard from 
others. 


It was in 1930 that he became the succes- 
sor to Mr. O. C. Hills in the district of 
Westminster East, where he remained until 
his resignation in 1940. Previously, Mr. 
Fillary held a similar appointment in Green- 
wich, and earlier still in the district then 
known as Charlton, Kidbrooke and Lee. To 
this district he was appointed in 1907, so 
that on his resignation he had held office 
for 33 years. 


Mr. Fillary was an active and valued 
member of the District Surveyors’ Associa- 
tion, being president for the unusually long 
period of four years from 1925, an indica- 
tion of the high esteem in which he was 
held. 

Ey. 


H. W. Cubitt, F.R.I.B.A., F.R.LC.S. 


Mr. Horace William Cubitt, F.R.I.B.A., 
F.R.LCS., died on March 4 at his 
home in Richmond, Surrey, at the age 
of 71.. He studied at King’s College, 
and University College, London, and from 
1901 to 1908 was on the architectural staff 
of the London County Council. In con- 
junction with Mr. Wallace Marchment he 
was successful in the architectural competi- 
tion for the High Wycombe Memorial Hos- 
pital. His other work included the houses 
at Surbiton Hill, being a portion of the 
Surbiton housing scheme, and the St. 
Bernard’s Convent School, High Wycombe; 
No. 22, Birchin-lane, E.C.1 (in conjunction 
with Mr. Harold Sones); extensions to Saville 
Hotel, W.; and extensions to Messrs. 
Ryland’s premises, E.C. 


Mr. Cubitt was the author of “ Building 
in London,” a treatise on the law and prac- 
tice affecting building work in the metropolis. 


ECONOMIC RENT SCHEME 
Wallasey Council’s Proposals 


WALLASEY Town Councit has approved 
in principle a rent rebate scheme by which 
tenants of Corporation houses with higher 
incomes may have to pay increased rents of 
4s. to 9s. a week, while those with lower 
incomes may obtain reductions of nearly 13s. 
a week. The idea is that‘tenants who can 
afford to pay economic rents shall be called 
on to do so, while those whose revised rent 
is, broadly speaking, one-sixth of their 
average income will be entitled to a rebate 
equivalent to the excess of rent over one- 
sixth. 


It is proposed to raise all rents to an 
economic level to produce a sum equal to 
the combined Exchequer and Rate Fund 
subsidies. This sum will be distributed in 
the form of rebates. Final details have yet 
to be worked out and approved by the 
council. 
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DETAIL IN CIVIC DESIGN 
Mr. Gibberd’s Address to Town Planning Institute 


* UR towns have become mean and 
squalid places, and every day we 

make them more mean and more squalid,” 
said MR. FREDERICK GIBBERD, V-P.R.I.B.A., 
in a lecture at the Town Planning Institute 
on March 1. Mr. Gibberd continued :— 
“They will continue to grow more mean 
and more squalid just so long as we neglect 
the design of the innumerable small objects 
that go to make the urban scene, what in 
fact we loosely call the detail design: the 
street furniture, the advertising, the lettering, 
the pavings and the host of other things 
that crowd the urban scene. It is on the 





design of these details that I have to talk to 
you. The title given me was ‘Detail in 
Civic Design,’ and I should begin by saying 
what I think ‘civic design’ is, and what I 
think ‘detail’ is,’ Mr. Gibberd continued. 

“ By civic design I mean the design of any 
part of the urban scene in which esthetic 
selection is exercised. It is, therefore, more 
than the design of civic centres or other im- 
portant civic groups. 

“Perhaps the expression ‘town design’ 
is a better one than civic design, because it’s 
not just associated with that sort of civic 
improvement carried out by the last century 
to salvage its civic conscience. Never was 
there such hideous town building, and never 
were there so many projects for civic centres 
and the like. 

“Civic design or town design is more 
than town planning, for a town plan can be 
made—and indeed they are made—without 
any esthetic sensibility being exercised at 
all; a mere matter of determining traffic 
routes, and zones of building use. 


“But in town design, the designer must 








not only make his scene or object work well, 
he must make it look well—he must exer- 
cise his esthetic sensibility. 

“The town designer imagines what the 
urban scene will look like when it is realised, 
he makes an urban picture; a picture which 
one can step inside and move around in. 

“This urban scene is usually a space—a 
street, a square, or a close—an open-air 
room in which buildings form the walls, the 
roads and pavings the floor, and the sky the 
ceiling. What are the details in this spatial 
composition? 

“ One generally thinks of them as the ad- 





White painted wooden fences of traditional pattern 


vertising hoardings, lamp posts, telephone 
kiosks, and other objects that form small 
details in the picture. But I believe we 
should take a wider view of them. 

“Details are all the objects or surfaces 
of objects in the urban scene that are 
secondary to the main composition. 

“Imagine an ordinary civic square or a 
street. The main composition is ‘a space 
formed by ranging buildings round a road or 
pavings. The problem is one of the rela- 
tive proportions between the floor and the 
walls, and between the walls themselves— 
the sorrelation of the architectural forms 
with each other and with the floor space in 
front of them. 

“AH the design problems beyond this 
main blocking in of the composition are 


problems of detail design,” said Mr. 
Gibberd. 

“Consider the street scene. The build- 
ings are the walls to the space and 


the road or pavings the floor. All the other 
objects: the lamp standard, the traffic signal, 
the advertising, the walls, the copings, to- 
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gether with the colour, texture and patter 
of the surfaces, are problems of detajj 
design. We can put details into six cate 
gories: ‘Three-dimensional functional ob}. 
jects,’ ‘signs and symbols,’ ‘barriers’ 
‘objects which, although complete in them- 
selves, are part of a large object,’ ‘the 
quality of surface,’ and ‘ three-dimensional 
objects erected to give visual pleasure.’ 


General Impressions 


“When we first enter an urban scene we 
have a general impression of the complete 
scene,” the speaker continued. “We get a 
sense of its spatial quality, and an overall 
impression of the design of the buildings 
and the other objects. 


“If the scene is cluttered up with innum- 
erable badly designed objects we get a gen- 
eral impression of untidiness and squalor, 
On the other hand, if the details are well 
designed they give both a sense of quality 
and richness to the total scene, and a set of 
pictures in a minor key to the main con- 
position.” 

We had then: to think of details as 
secondary elements in a broad picture, and 
as major design problems in their own right. 


We had to consider details in three 
ways: first, the design of the object itself 
—was the lamp post well designed? 
secondly, the design the object made in re 
lationship to other objects—was the lamp 
post well related to the kerb and pavings? 
Thirdly, we must consider the design of the 
object in relationship to the space in which 
it stood. 


Functional Objects 


The majority of the first group of 
objects in the first category were com- 
monly called street furniture. Mr. Godfrey 
Samuel, the secretary of the Royal 
Fine Art Commission, had grouped them 
as: street lighting equipment, traffic control 
equipment, transport operating equipment, 
postal, telegraph and telephone equipment, 
road maintenance and refuse disposal equip- 
ment, and directional signs and nameplates. 
He would exclude nameplates because their 
problem was mainly one of typography, but 
would add a further group—structures for 
rest or shelter—seats, wind and rain shelters, 
kiosks, and the like. 

“The design of street and space furniture 
in this country is to-day deplorable,” Mr. 
Gibberd continued. “If you are not pre- 
pared to take this statement from me, and 
if you are not prepared to use your eyes— 
and I don’t blame you if you won’t use your 
eyes, because the urban scene is now so 
squalid one has to erect a visual defence 
mechanism to bear it—then listen to the ex- 
perts. Lord Crawford, the chairman of the 
Royal Fine Art Commission, has said, 
‘The lighting standards now being erected 
throughout the country have caused the 
Commission much concern,” Of the many 
designs submitted to them few have met with 
approval.’ Gordon Russell, the director of 
the Council ef Industrial Design, says m 
connection with a booklet they are produ- 
cing on street furniture, that they have had 
great difficulty in finding British examples, 
and have had to look abroad for many 
examples. 

“The standard of design is low because 
people with a trained esthetic sensibility 
are neither employed to design the objects 
nor to select them. What usually happens 
at the designing end is that a purely 
functional solution is first arrived at, and 
it is then messed about to try to make it 
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The pon- 
reinforced concrete lamp 
standard is out of scale with the lamps 


St. Jean de Luz, France. 
derous 


look pleasant. The proper approach is, of 
course, to evolve the form from the function, 
and from the materials used in design. 


“A great deal has been said and written 
about the design of street furniture. But 
there has been little improvement in design, 
and there will continue to be little improve- 
ment in design until a very simple solution 
is adopted. That solution is to commission 
industrial designers to design the objects, 
just as architects are commissioned to de- 
sign buildings. There is now a body of 
really skilled industrial designers in this 
country, people like Misha Black, Wells 
Coates, Milner Gray and R. D. Russell; 
there is a recognised professional body, the 
Society of Industrial Artists, a body that 
will advise on professional fees; and find the 
tight person to do the job.” 


It was, however, significant that where a 
trained artist was in a key position, the de- 
sign of the street furniture tended to be 
high: for example, the recent work at Cov- 
entry, where Donald Gibson, City Architect 
and Planner, was consulted; and the work at 
Stockholm, in the charge of Holger Blom, 
the landscape architect. 


When we came to placing the objects in 
telationship to the space, it was obvious 
that the positions of certain of them were 
determined functionally, in particular those 
in connection with traffic control. Quite 
obviously, appearance would be less chaotic 
if there was greater collaboration; and, quite 
obviously, the scene would appear less clut- 
tered-up if different articles were combined 
together. : 


With many of the other objects, like seats 
and kiosks, there was a wide choice in 
Placing them in the urban scene. In deciding 
the position of an object we had to think of 
it position in relationship to the general 
circulation in the space; whether its form 
would be seen in silhouette; we had to con- 
sider its form in relationship to the back- 
ground of buildings; and we had to considér 
tS position in the space itself. 


“It is abundantly clear that the placing of 
these objects is a significant part of the de- 
sign of the urban space as a whole. In con- 
sequence, one individual, the town de- 
signer, must be held responsible for studying 
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the qualities of the space and relating the 
objects to it. 


Signs and Symbols 


“‘ The second group, the various directional 
signs for showing the way about the town, 
like signposts, street names and names on 
buildings, are, compared with- the first, 
reasonably well designed. 


“The prime problem here is_ typo- 
graphical: well-designed letters, and well 
spaced—both in relationship to each other 
and to their background. 


“ Many traffic notices have a clear type, 
to a British Standard specification, and the 
general type used for many signs is a simple 
legible variety like Gill Sans. | However, 
good these simple types are, there is 
now a move towards more robust and more 
decorative types. This move is all to the 
good, for a vigorous type will certainly help 
give the urban scene a lively appearance 
without making it chaotic,” continued Mr. 
Gibberd. 


One of the chief points of criticism with 
street name plates was the method of mount- 
ing. It was, of course, infuriating to search 
for the name of a street amongst the archi- 
tectural embellishments of a building. But 
he suggested that it was not always neces- 
sary to mount a simple thing like a street 
name plate on a reinforced concrete beam 
supported on two reinforced columns some 
five feet high. 


“So much has been said about the evils of 
advertising on buildings that there is little 
I need say about the subject. The problem 
is one of the character of the space. Ina 
shopping street, for example, I would allow 
the shopkeeper to do just what he likes be- 
low the line of the top of the fascia. His 
job is to sell goods by an attractive display, 
and the more individual this display and its 
setting is, the more lively will the scene be: 
and the better will the public like it. Almost 
every attempt at imposing standard shop- 
fronts, lettering or fascias, on a shopping 
street has resulted in a dull and dreary 
scene,” said Mr. Gibberd. 


“I believe we are nothing like enterpris- 
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ing enough in the provision of specially de- 
signed facilities for advertising. They have 
in Burope all kinds of interesting advertis- 
ing posts and screens which lend great gaiety 
to the scene. I believe, too, that many of 
the objects in the town centre, like kiosks, 
lavatories, and screen walls, could be 
specially designed to take posters. 


“With advertising designed as an integ- 
ral part of the scene, rather. than plastered 
over buildings, what is so often an eyesore 
could be turned into great decorative gain. 


Barriers 

“In the third group the esthetic value of 
the miles of walls, fences, railings and rails 
that clutter-up the urban scene rests on their 
qualities of form, colour and texture; on the 
extent to which they control the view; and 
on the extent to which they form a visual 
link between one form and another. 


“As a race, we have a passion for erect- 
ing barriers, with the consequence that the 
urban scene is cluttered-up with an excess of 
materials, and in particular the spatial quality 
of eur urban spaces is disrupted. 

“The first problem with the detailed de- 
sign is to see how much of these barriers 
can be swept away. Thus, we could elim- 
inate fences which do no more than mark 
a change in property ownership; we could 
eliminate those that owe their existence to 
the Victorian passion for wrought and cast 
iron as a decorative feature. And we could 
eliminate those barriers that owe their exist- 
ence to a desire to regiment the townsman. 


“ The removal of railings during the war, 
for scrap, showed how tremendously the 
urban scene was improved, through the floor 
space being able to extend to the walls with- 
out interruption—what a pity it is that wood, 
brick and stone haven’t much scrap value. 

“ Unfortunately, many of the railings are 
now being replaced by massive concrete and 
chain-link fences, hideous in the extreme.” 


A wall had the formal qualities of mass, 
and the surface qualities of colour and tex- 
ture, but the value of a fence or a rail rested 
almost entirely on line, it having no qualities 
of mass and little of texture. Its lines were 





The Piazza Annunziata, Florence. 


Note the patterned floor stretching from wall 
to wall and the statue protected by a.simple rail 
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seen in ‘space and formed a silhouetted pat- 
tern. 


Between these two extremes were all kinds 
of walls and rails, used either singly or in 
combination, and performing the same func- 
tion of providing visual protection, and of 
acting visually as either barriers or links. 
The wall that gave complete obstruction to 
the view could be used to define space just 
as did the walls of a building and, since this 
was a basic rather than a detailed design 
problem, he only needed to emphasise how 
tremendously important they were in the 
visual scene. 


When it came to the choice of a rail or 
fence, the first question to be asked was 
“is it needed at all?” If the barriers in 
front of the English houses were swept away, 
the floor plan could flow up to the build- 
ings and give the whole scene greater repose 
and cohesion. If a fence really was needed, 
then the right solution was the simplest pos- 
sible design. 


There were many excellent standard types 
of wrought iron or mild steel fences made 
up from flat, round or square sections, but 
there had been a sad decline from Regency 
days in the more decorative types, commonly 
known as “architectural metalwork.” Most 
decorative ironwork was to-day to rather 
commonplace modernistic designs, although 
architects were at last beginning to try to 
recapture the grace and interest of the tradi- 
tional patterns, in, of course, a contemporary 
manner. 


Although the lineal pattern of railings 
might form a splendid contrast to the planes 
of architecture, care must be taken that they 
did not confuse the basic forms. Bridges 
were a case in point. Many Victorian and 
modern designs had balustrades with pon- 
derous metal infillings, which conflicted with 
the structural shape of the bridge itself. 


Complete Compositions 


Objects like entrance porches and bay 
windows could not exist in isolation, but 
had, nevertheless, a life of their own in that 
they were complete compositions. Most 
details of this kind were aspects of architec- 
tural design, which was outside his subject, 
but he must make four points. 


The first was that details in architecture 
were not just architectural features, but any 
object or surface which acted as a 
focus in the picture. The second was that 
they were of great importance in the com- 
position, as they gave a richness and a visual 
variety. A projecting porch, a bay window, 
or some other feature, apart from its decora- 
tive value, had a three-dimensional quality, 
which contrasted with the two-dimensional 
quality of the facade. 


The third point was that they tended to 
bring the scene down to a human scale. 
However large the building might be, the 
details like the entrance doors would be in 
scale with the people using them. 


“The fourth point is that the architect 
in placing his details should think beyond 
the composition of his building, and consider 
its effect on the composition of the space,” 
the speaker continued. “For instance, the 
canopy over a theatre does not just belong 
to the theatre itself. It belongs to the milling 
theatre crowd and the motor-cars drawn up 
underneath it. It is part of a lively and 
dynamic street scene, which may take little 
account of the building at all. 
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Quality of Surface 


“The texture, pattern and colour of the 
walls, floors and furnishings of urban spaces 
act much in the same way as other details. 
They can provide variety by a sudden con- 
trast—say a patch of bright primary colour 
on a building; they can reduce the scale— 
as when a broad expanse of flooring is 
formed from small’blocks; and they provide 
a field of visual interest in a minor key to 
the main composition. But they have an 
additional value of great importance, namely, 
that they can weld a scene into a harmonious 
whole—as when the floor of a space is 
designed with a strong overall pattern, or 
when the walls of a space—the buildings— 
are painted the same colour. 

“To save time I will limit myself to the 
floorings of spaces, for of all the surfaces 
these are the most neglected. The floors 
may be divided into two basic types: con- 
tinuous and jointed. Continuous are those 
laid with an unbroken surface, like tar mac- 
adam and grass, and jointed those that are 
formed by assembling small units. The 
continuous are generally associated with the 
wider urban areas like the main roads and 
stretches of landscape: the jointed with the 
more intimate areas like pedestrian precincts. 
This is as it should be, because the jointed 
materials have a quality which the others 
have not: Pattern. 


“Thomas Sharp demonstrated in Oxford 
Re-planned how important to the visual scene 
is the relationship in scale between the floor- 
ing and wall materials, and one of the 
greatest losses to the character of towns is 
the ruthless way patches of old pavings have 
been torn up and replaced by the ubiquitous 
concrete and tar macadam. So much so 
that the floors of our towns are now little 
more than dreary wastes of concrete and tar 
macadam. 

“However, now that wheeled traffic is 
being taken out of the town’s squares, or 
canalised in comparatively narrow lanes, 
large areas of flooring can.be designed to 
take the comparatively light load and wear 
of the pedestrian. This will give a much 
wider choice of materials, and, of course, 
patterns; and we shall expect, and indeed 
there is every indication, that there will be 
a revival of the exsthetic expression of the 
floor plane.” 

Since ‘there was so much choice with floor 
patterns, it was very sad that in this country 
we seemed to have standardised our pavings 
to a pattern formed by three-by-two and two- 
by-two concrete slabs. He knew this was a 
serviceable job, but couldn’t we try some- 
thing else just for the sake of appearance? 

Pavements or footpaths that took little 
traffic might be built up from combinations 
of different materials to save cost, or pro- 
vide variety in appearance. Thus a strip 
of 3-ft.-wide stone slab could be laid down 
for walking on and additional 1-ft. width 
of gravel or stones laid at each side to pre- 
vent the adjacent edges from being trodden 
down when people passed each other. Or, 
again, a plain ribbon of in situ concrete 
divided up by expansion strips would come 
to life if borders of stones set in cement 
were run on each side of it. 


Useless Objects in Space 


“My sixth and last group is too wide a 
field to tackle at this time of night,” Mr. 
Gibberd concluded. “All I need do is 
to remind you that Sitte, in ‘The Art of 
Building Cities,’ has things to say on the 
placing of statues in space that will remain 
true for all time.” 
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DISCUSSION 


In the’ discussion that followed Mr. 
Gibberd’s paper, Mr. S. L. G. BEauroy 
(Ministry of Local Government and Plan- 
ning) expressed the view that in recent years 
we had tended to stress the scientific side 
of the job of town planning and that in con. 
sequence we had neglected planning as an 
art. The developments of the last 20 to 39 
years bore witness to this and to the truth 
of the opening sentence of Mr. Gibberd’s 
paper: “Our towns have become mean and 
squalid places and every day we make them 
more mean and more squalid.” Whilst we 
stuck so closely to formulae like so many 
houses to the acre, the 20-ft. building line 
and so on, we were encouraging this sort of 
thing. We needed a much more flexible 
approach to planning—a design approach 
and it was vital that planners and architects 
should make it. 


It was a sad reflection that despite the 
great advances we had made in legislation 
and in the design of individual small houses, 
we still had to go back 35 years to find a 
housing estate which embodied in any 
notable degree the principles of group town 
planning design. He was referring to the 
Well Hall estate near Eltham, which he had 
always admired. The Ministry of Works 
and the architect, Mr. G. E. Phillips, de- 
served more gratitude than they had received 
and more recognition of the really fine 
qualities which went into the layout of that 
estate under difficult circumstances.  Start- 
ing at the beginning of the 1914-18 war, 
1,300 houses were put up and from start. to 
finish the whole job took only ten months. 
People should visit that estate and not 
merely walk round it but study it closely. 


He hoped the schools of architecture and 
progressive architects and anybody who had 
anything to do with town planning would 
give far more attention to this question of 
the broader field of design than they were 
doing to-day. Town planning and town 
building should both be of a high standard, 
but at the moment we mostly excelled in 
town planning. We had more opportunities 
whilst housing was still the largest building 
output in quantity. Could we not get far 
more life into our layouts by studying far 
more this question of design and its rela- 
tion to people? If we looked at most of 
our housing estates of to-day we should see 
that they lacked that quality of design which 
brought life into housing estates and our 
towns generally. 

There was one exception and that was the 
new towns, where we had a unique oppor- 
tunity to show what we could do in that 
way. If the members went to Harlow they 
would find that the lecturer of that evening 
was putting his ideas into practice there. 
Mr. Gibberd had got an urban quality into 
the design which augured well for the future 
of the town. 


With regard to lettering, some of the 
multiple shops had a lettering of their own. 
Perhaps in some places we should imposé 
a strict control of fascias in some streets an 
let the rest go. This would apply not only 
to the older streets; some of the new build 
ings would qualify for exemption. 


Commenting on Mr. Gibberd’s proposal 
to allow the shopkeeper absolute liberty 
below the top of the fascia, SiR GEORGE 
PEPLER asked, what about the fascia itself? 
In going about the country he found that 
every small town was beginning to look just 
like every other because they all had 4 
Woolworths, a Marks and Spencers, 4 
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Timothy Whites and so on. He wondered 
whether the shopkeeper should be allowed 
that complete liberty and whether, if he 
had it, he would not produce something 
which would make our towns and villages 
too uniform. 

THE PRESIDENT (Col. H. P. Cart de La- 
fontaine) said one of the things which was 
rather important to remember when you 
were planning a building in a street was that 
it would never been seen as it was presented 
on the drawing board, but always obliquely. 
He suggested that Mr. Gibberd’s paper 
should be abbreviated and circulated to 
schools. We were sometimes inclined to 
criticise the public, but they did not know 
what they were looking at half the time. 
It made a vast difference to your apprecia- 
tion if you knew what you were supposed 
to appreciate. 


Co-operation Needed 

Mr. E. H. Forp (Coventry) concurred 
with Mr. Gibberd in his remarks about the 
necessity of the planner and the engineer 
co-operating with the architect. He in- 
stanced the design of lamp standards by one 
of his architectural assistants at Coventry, 
on the suggestion of the gas engineer, with 
the result that the appearance of a delightful 
village near Coventry was not spoilt by new 
2as lamps as he had feared it would have 
been if the usual type had been installed 
by the gas department. 

Mr. T. F. THOMSON thought there was a 
tendency for planners to become more and 


. 
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of these things were at present outside 
statutory planning control. He hoped that 
planners would take the view of the com- 
plete planner, which meant having regard 
to the, views of the architect, the surveyor, 
the enfineer and the layman. That was what 
the Institute was for, to combine all those 
views. People tended to think of planners 
as “long-haired people ” and engineers were 
always regarded as practical and sensible 
people. It seemed to him that planning and 
common sense went hand in hand. 

Mr. B. J. CoLLins said it was only by a 
ceaseless campaign that it would be possible 
to get bad design in streets and town centres 
rectified. 

Mr. DESMOND Heap said that when con- 
sidering the matter of items in the plan of 
a town or urban area you must consider 
not only the inherent beauty of the thing 
itself but the place in which it was to be 
put. What was right in one place was not 
necessarily right in another. He firmly 
believed that variety was the spice of life 
in planning as in other spheres, and was 
rather worried about the present craze for 
uniform standards of production. 

Replying to the discussion, MR. GIBBERD 
said he stuck to his view that the shop- 
keeper should have absolute liberty of de- 
sign below the top of the fascia. If you 
gave away control up to the fascia you might 
be able to control the rest. He thought that 
in shop design canopies would develop much 
more than they had so far and would tend 
to draw a sort of line across the street scene. 
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greatest handicaps he had come across at 
Harlow was that the Development Corpora- 
tion and similar bodies thought he was cast 
in the role of a long-haired planner and, 
therefore, it was difficult to put his points 
across—they were always taken with a grain 
of salt. 


Professional Collaboration in U.S.A. 


BETTER designed housing projects, airfields, 
hospitals and other large-scale projects, where 
the collaboration of several professions is 
involved, is urged in a report just issued in 
Washington, U.S.A., by representatives of 
architectural, engineering, and planning 
organisations who form the Joint Committee 
of the Design Professions. By drawing up 
a new set of rules for governing relations 
among construction designers, the Commit- 
tee hopes to achieve the full use of those 
creative energies which hitherto have been 
wasted because the right specialist has not 
been consulted until it is too late for him 
to make his full contribution, or because 
empty controversy has disturbed good 
working relations. The committee was estab- 
lished last summer, with Mr. Roy F. Larson, 
Philadelphia architect, as chairman of its 
executive group. 


The report which has now been issued 
comprises a _ general statement of the 
principles of collaboration among the design 
professions, and a series of outlines which 
show who does what on building projects of 
various types. The report has yet to be 
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ARCHITECTS’ 
REGISTRATION COUNCIL 


A Question of Professional Conduct 


WE HAVE RECEIVED from Mr. Niel Martin- 
Kaye, F.R.I.B.A., A.A.Dipl., a copy of com- 
ments sent by him to the Registrar of the 
Architects’ Registration Council upon amend- 
ments recently made to the Council’s Code 
of Conduct, particularly Principle III, 
Example (vi), which reads: “ Although there 
is no objection to an architect allowing 
signed illustrations and descriptions of his 
work to be published in the Press, no mone- 
tary consideration may be given by the 
architect for such insertions nor may he 
solicit such publication for the purpose of 
increasing his practice. (The italicised 
words represent the amendment.) 


Mr. Martin-Kaye’s letter is as follows: 


HAVE received the Annual Report of 

the Council for 1950. I notice, with 

very serious concern, the announcement of 

three amendments to the Code on pages 6 

and 7 thereof. The nature and substance 

of these amendments I will comment on 
later. 


I am, as you know, not a member of the 
Council, but I presume I would be in order 
as a Registered Architect to invite the Coun- 
cil to consider the following proposition :— 


“That should the Council at any time 
consider an addition or amendment to the 
Code of Professional Conduct necessary 
in the interests of the profession, it should 
cause notice of such proposed addition 
or amendment to be published in the Lon- 
don Gazette, the Journals of the constitu- 
ent bodies and the professional Press, so 
that any qualified person thus affected by 
the proposed addition or amendment may 
be afforded an opportunity of lodging 
an objection with the Clerk to the Council 
for consideration of the Council at a 
subsequent meeting. Should no objection 
be raised, or, if raised, by vote of the Coun- 
cil be deemed invalid, then the Council 
shall proceed to promulgate formally such 
proposed addition or amendment.” 


Anticipating, Sir, your reply that the 
Council is composed of representatives of 
the various organisations of the general body 
of Registered Architects who must, therefore, 
be deemed accredited with representative 
authority, I would point out that, in the 
case of the Registration Council, these 
representatives are by nomination of the 
various councils of such bodies and not 
directly elected by democratic ballot or vote 
of the general body of Registered Architects. 
Moreover, it does not always follow that the 
general body of members agree with the 
policy or pronouncements of their respec- 
tive Councils or that their representatives 
necessarily interpret correctly the views of 
those they represent. On general matters 
of policy this is understandable and unavoid- 
able, but on a matter such as the Code 
which profoundly affects the individual per- 
sonally, this is another matter. 


Had the above suggested procedure been 
the order of the day, I, for one, would have 
protested very strongly against the now 
adopted addition to Principle III, Example 
(vi), viz., “nor may he solicit such publica- 
tion for the purpose of increasing his prac- 
tice.” Having been born and bred, more or 


less, in the lap of architectural journalism 
and publication through family connections, 
I am acutely conscious of the fact that an 
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architect depends very largely, if not wholly, 
on the amount of publicity afforded to his 
work for the growth of his practice and his 
connection with the architectural pro- 
fessional Press. e 

Assuming, therefore, that an architect has 
been responsible for a unique architectural 
design in a remote portion of the country, 
an effort of which he may feel justifiably 
proud, as the addition to the Code now 
stands the position can very well be as fol- 
lows :— 

In drawing the attention of any Editor 
of an architectural publication to such effort 
(and, en passant, I would say that Editors 
have to be informed since their organisations 
do not run to employing scouts) the follow- 
ing conversation could well take place. “ Mr. 
Editor, I have done a job in the country 
which I think might interest you for publica- 
tion. Unfortunately, I cannot, under the 
Code, ask you to look at it, but will you 
please ask me? Then, I shall be covered 
and at liberty to supply photographs without 
incurring the risk of challenge under the 
Code of endeavouring to increase my prac- 
tice,” 

This I submit, Sir, to put it mildly, is 
pure pharisaical nonsense and yet, at the 
same time, I regret that I am unable to con- 
cede that it is any more nonsensical or I 
should say less so than any other interpreta- 
tion which this addition lends itself to. 

In fact, this addition is a gross interference 
with the liberty of the architect and an 
attempt to restrict his legitimate outlet in 
the architectural Press. It means also that 
an architect is to be debarred from writing 
descriptive notes on his work in his capacity 
as a journalist for which he will receive 
legitimate payment, since to do so lays him 
open to a fantastic charge of endeavouring 
to increase his practice. 

I must apologise for writing at such length 
but my main point is that the increasing 
additions and amendments to the Code 
without advance notice given publicly tend 
to constitute a grave menace. Indeed, in 
these days when the whole nature of pro- 
fessional practice under current ideology is 
undergoing complete reorientation, it is 
becoming more and more difficult for the 
architect to ascertain what he can or cannot 
do, let alone whether he can practise or 
exist at all, and no attempt is made, 
apparently, to determine whether the exist- 
ing Code is completely in tune with present 
conditions of practice. 

In asking you to be good enough to bring 
this matter to the notice of the Council, I 
am, at the same time, forwarding a copy of 
this letter to the Press in view of the very 
serious issues involved. 


The Annual Report, 1950 


THE ANNUAL REPORT for 1950 of 

the Architects’ Registration Council of 
the United Kingdom has now been issued 
from 68, Portland-place, W.1. From it we 
take the following extracts:— 


Code of Conduct 


The Council report the following amend- 
ments to the Code of Conduct :— 

Principle III, Example (vi). Although 
there is no objection to an architect allow- 
ing signed illustrations and descriptions of 
his work to be published in the Press, no 
monetary consideration may be given by 
the architect for such insertions, nor may he 
solicit such publication for the purpose of 
increasing his practice. (The words in 
italics have been added.) 
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Principle III, New Example (viii). Ay 
architect may permit the use of his nam 
by a commercial firm in their advertisemey 
of such of their products as have been jp. 
cluded in the architect’s specifications, py 
it would be regarded as advertising if » 
architect solicited the publication of }j 
design or name in the advertisement of ; 
commercial firm. 


Principle VIII, New Example (iii). Ay 
architect engaged as architectural consultay 
or adviser or as a salaried assistant shoul 
not act in a professional capacity for a thin 
party to whom his principals owe a cop. 
tractual duty save with the mutual consey} 
of all parties and provided that he js ap 
pointed an independent architect on the 
direct instructions of the third party fron 
whom he should receive direct the payment 
of fees. (Note: An architect may not share 
with his employers fees obtained from , 
client introduced by his employers, 
Principle III (iii).) 


Defence Regulation 56A 


In their last Annual Report the Council 
drew attention to the effect of paragraph 
8 of Defence Regulation 56A, under which 
an architect might be held responsible for 
any breach of the conditions of a licence, 
although he had no knowledge of such 
breach or any reasonable means of knowing 
it. The attention of the Ministry of Works 
was drawn to the matter in July, 1949, bya 
joint deputation from the Council and the 
Royal Institute of British Architects. 


By Defence Regulation (No. 6) Order, 
1950, paragraph 8 of the Regulation has 
now been amended to bring it into line with 
paragraph 6 by adding a proviso that it 
shall be a good defence if a person charged 
with the breach of a condition of a licence 
relating to the cost of the work can prove 
that when the work was carried out he had 
reasonable grounds for believing that the 
cost specified in the licence would not be 
exceeded. 


This amendment should go some way to 
relieving the position, though architects will 
still be liable to be charged for other 
breaches of licence conditions which they 
had no knowledge of, nor means of know: 
ing. 


Disciplinary Procedure 


The Privy Council have approved an 
amendment to the Disciplinary Regulation 
which will simplify procedure in complaints 
of minor importance and save expense both 
to the Council and to the parties concerned. 
. . . Accordingly, in future, cases of minor 
importance will not be referred to the 
Discipline Committee but will be referred 
to the Professional Purposes Committee, 
who will take the following steps. If the 
facts are plain and undisputed, as for 
example in the case of public advertisement, 
the Committee will ask the architect for his 
reply to the charges made against him and 
the Committee or the Council will express 
their opinion on the case to the architect 
in such terms by way of reprimand as the} 
think advisable. If the facts are not plait 
or are disputed by the architect in his repl), 
the architect will be informed that if he 9 
desires an informal inquiry will be hell 
by the Professional Purposes Committee # 
which he will be given the opportunity t 
answer questions and to endeavour to cleai 
himself of the charges made against him 
It should be added that the Council hav 
no power under the Act to compel an archi 
tect to attend such an inquiry unless he 
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thinks fit, but it is obvious that any archi- 
tect who values his reputation will take 
advantage of the opportunity. 


Discipline Committee 


During the year the Discipline Committee 
have held inquiries in four cases. In one, 
an architect, found guilty, after previous 
warning of advertising the services of the 
firm as architects, was, after making repre- 
sentations in writing in accordance with 
Section 7 (5) of the Principal Act, removed 
from the Register and disqualified for a 
period of 12 months from the date of the 
Council Meeting, March 17, 1950. 


In a second case, an architect found 
guilty of disgraceful conduct by the Disci- 
pline Committee by reason of having 
written to the Clerk of a Local Authority 
a letter offering his services for work con- 
templated by the Local Education 
Authority, was reprimanded. Similar 
action was taken in the case of an archi- 
tect found guilty of disgraceful conduct by 
reason of his having written letters to three 
property-owning companies, touting for 
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business. In the fourth case an architect 
convicted at Warwickshire Assizes in July 
and fined £500 and £750 costs for reck- 
lessly making statements false in material 
particulars in support of War Damage 
Claims, was severely reprimanded. 


Admissions 

The total number of architects on the 
Register is 16,312. 991 persons, qualified 
by examination together with 1 applicant 
under Regulation 26 (b) and 1 applicant 
under Regulation 26 (6), were admitted dur 
ing the year. 


Maintenance Scholarship Awards 

The sum of £6,938 has been spent during 
the year in scholarship grants to students— 
£1,857 17s. 8d. in new awards and £5,080 in 
renewing existing scholarships. 


Prosecutions 

Six unregistered persons or firms were 
prosecuted during the year at the instance 
of the Council for unlawfully practising or 
carrying on business under the title of archi- 
tect. 





ENGLISH ART AND ARCHITECTURE: 


1751-90 


Professor Richardson’s Lecture at the Royal Society 


HE first of a series of three lectures on 
English art and architecture from 

1751 to 1851 was delivered by Professor 
A. E. Richardson at the Royal Society, 
Albemarle-street, W.1, on March 6. This 
first lecture dealt with the period from 1751 
to 1790 and covered not only art and archi- 
tecture but also the social life of the people. 


It was a period, said Professor Richard- 
son, when the country was about to enter 
on a phase of prosperity and material pro- 
gress, in which many old customs would 
be abandoned but the essential character 
of the English people would be maintained. 
The industrial and commercial classes suf- 
tered greatly during the Seven Years War 
(1756-63), but this was followed by a wave 
of prosperity in which the new middle class 
was called into being. “Wilkes and 
Liberty” meant more power for the mid- 
dling people. The activity of this enter- 
prising section of the community was viewed 
with suspicion: the novelist Horace Wal- 
pole scarcely veiled his contempt for the 
middle class, but he lived to see more and 
_ people assuming the mantle of gen- 
tility. 

At the close of the reign of George II 
(1760), agriculture was still the country’s 
Principal industry. Adam Smith had not 
yet written the Wealth of Nations, and great 
bankers and merchants carried on the tradi- 
tions of Whittington and Gresham. City 
merchants lived in Palladian villas in such 
suburbs as Snaresbrook, Clapham, Enfield, 
Kew and Richmond; while successful trades- 
men were content with brick boxes, the re- 
Mains of some of which were still to be 
seen. Entertainment was on a generous 
scale, furniture was of superb design; all 
the arts aimed at perfection. The year 
1751 saw the building of the “ Victory” 
in Chatham dockyard. Concentration of 
wealth led to the building of the Bank of 
England and there Sir Robert Taylor was 
employed to design the Governor’s room. 
destroyed when the present Bank of Eng- 
land was built. 

Things went well during the first 30 years 
of the reign of George III. The fashion- 
able world of the ruling classes extended 


to distant shires where Elizabethan manor 
houses were refurbished and elegant Palla- 
dian mansions built, The example of the 
wealthy was followed by the lower classes 
as could be recognised in the dress of the 
common people. Class distinctions were 
definite, but there was a spirit of tolerance. 
The nobleman drank mulled beer from a 
silver tankard while the workman drank 
from pewter, but the design of the one 
vessel was the same as that of the other. 


London was the centre of wealth, and 
very fine silks and satins could be purchased 
in the shops around St. Paul’s Cathedral. 
The purchasing power of money was much 
higher than to-day; a guinea represented 
the weekly wage of a first-class assistant to 
an architect. City people were acquiring 
the manners of the wealthy and fashionable, 
and the good-looking daughter of a city mer- 
chant might marry into the nobility and pass 
to Mayfair. The sons of these prosperous 
tradespeople were to become engineers, 
lawyers, doctors, etc. A levelling-up pro- 
cess was going on and this was veneered 
by the genius of Robert Adam. 


Below the trading classes were the crafts- 
men, and beneath these the masses of the 
people, hewers of wood and drawers of 
water, indispensable in a city which relied 
on manual labour. Bread, bacon, beef and 
beer were the chief articles in the limited 
diet of the common people. In the north 
of England the people lived their own life, 
occasionally coming up to London to 
attack Parliament in person. On _ one 
occasion they came to the number of 
15,000. The Church of England kept aloof 
from the noisy scene; it was left to Wesley 
and Whitfield to attempt to convert the 
people. 

Building in red brick, grey stone, white 
paint, yellow stucco and black doors had its 
counterpart in the costume of men and 
women. The general note was red, which 
survived in the pillar boxes of to-day and 
the uniform of the guards; but, by 1800 a 
modern note was to be seen in the dress 
of all classes. 

There was an utter contempt for the 
French and the English contrived an ex- 
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pression of their own in the arts of paint- 
ing and sculpture. The Royal Academy 
was founded in 1769, and gave the arts of 


painting, sculpture and architecture a 
definite status. George III’s taste in archi- 
tecture was tutored by Sir William 
Chambers. Trades-people followed the 


upper classes. Towards the close of the 
eighteenth century steam power was _har- 
nessed to machinery and this made mass 
production possible. 

George III led his people through more 
than 50 years of peace and war, but in 
the midst of his reign the French Revolu- 
tion came like a bomb. There was a pro- 
French party here eager to upset the estab- 
lished order. The Napoleonic wars 
followed. England established the strength 
of her navy at the Nile, Trafalgar and else- 
where and built up a commercial supremacy 
which lasted during the whole of the nine- 
teenth century. During this period she built 
up a national style of architecture which to- 
day was ignored. This style had begun with 
Wren. In 1751 he had been dead 28 years, 
but, except for his work, the major archi- 
tects of the 1750s would not have accom- 
plished what they did. 

Some of Professor Richardson’s lantern 
slides were devoted to the architecture of 
Bath. There the Royal-circus, he said, was an 


architecturally magnificent and unified 
monument, so also was the Royal- 
crescent. It was a giant order making the 


whole thing palatial. In two years of pri- 
vate enterprise Bath began to be one of the 
wonders of Europe. One slide was of a 
detail of the Crescent. It showed, said 
Professor Richardson, the value of the 
repetition of a single unit and also the 
value of unifying the whole subject. In 
those days there were many guide books 
for carpenters and other craftsmen; they 
were sold at prices ranging from Is. 6d. to 
2s. and every workman had one. This fact 
accounted for the excellence of design of 
small doorways, etc., in towns and villages. 
The designs were by artisans who had the 
help of the guide book. 


Quality Praised 

The Guildhall, High Wycombe, was 
shown. Professor Richardson said this was 
a very human building designed in 1755 
and still existing as the joy of High 
Wycombe. We might not desire to return 
to the form of that period, but he advocated 
a return to the quality. We were tired of 
brick boxes and concrete packing cases, 
products not of architecture but of pseudo- 
engineering. 

Cumberland House in Pall Mall, now 
destroyed, was the War Office for a long 
period in the eighteenth century. A slide in- 
dicated the direction decoration was taking 
—geometric pattern—before Robert Adam 
came on the scene. The Governor’s room 
at the Bank of England was not designed 
by Adam but by Taylor. It was not quite 
like Adam’s work but showed that several 
architects were aiming at the same sort of 
thing. 

There were a number of illustrations 
showing the development of the work of 
Sir William Chambers from his early times 
onwards. Of Somerset House, Professor 
Richardson said it was the finest official 
building in Europe, but put to base uses. 
It ought to be one of the colleges of the 
University of London, while the clerks who 
now occupied it sticking sixpenny stamps 
on documents should be turned out and put 
into prefabricated buildings. 
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BOOKS 


NINETEENTH-CENTURY ARCHITECTURE IN 
Britain. By Reginald Turnor. Pp. x, 118. 
Illustrated. (B. T. Batsford, Ltd.) 
Price 21s. 


MPHE nineteenth century has recently been 

described as “the century of con- 
fusion,” and certainly that term describes 
its architecture. For that reason, it is the 
most difficult of all our architectural periods 
to treat, and Mr. Turnor has dealt with it, 
on the whole, fairly; allowing himself a 
little banter, but dissociating himself quite 
firmly from those precious and would-be- 
smart modern critics who find the most 
blatant works of Butterfield and his poly- 
chromatic followers “amusing.” It is per- 
fectly rational to use such a term in relation 
to Strawberry-hill and other light-hearted 
fantasies of eighteenth-century “men of 
taste’; but Butterfield or Burges would turn 
in their graves to have it applied to their 
churches, for they were in deadly earnest in 
an earnest age. 

There is, however, plentiful scope for 
merriment in an age which includes the 
early stages of the Gothic Revival; but, 
except for Wyatt’s Lee Priory, which Mr. 
Turnor finds “positively hilarious,” the 
jocularity in his book is restrained, and both 
Sir Gilbert Scott and Ruskin are flayed 
mercilessly. Pugin escapes somewhat more 
lightly. These three men figure most 
prominently in the story, but Street and 
Waterhouse receive due attention, obtaining 
low marks, and most of the other leading 
Revivalists are at least mentioned. Among 
Waterhouse’s innumerable buildings, his 
various Northern universities should have 
been included. Butterfield, we are told, 
“had everything but taste.” 

The condemnation of Scott is perhaps too 
sweeping; his masterly restoration of the 
Chapter House at Westminster might have 
been noted. More should have been said 
of Bodley’s excellent churches; there might 
have been some account of Lord Grim- 
thorpe’s antics at St. Albans, and an illustra- 
tion of one of Barry’s London clubs would 
have been welcome. Conversely, the inclu- 
sion of some three pages on American 
architecture in a book concerned only with 
Britain is hardly necessary. 

In the later years of the century, the work 
of Norman Shaw is judicially assessed: Mr. 
Turnor does not consider him a really great 
architect, or New Scotland Yard a great 
building. He does not entirely accept the 
common view that Voysey, Mackintosh 
(whose name is wrongly given as “ Macin- 
tosh”) and George Walton, with the pos- 
sible addition of Ashbee, were the real 
pioneers of so-called “modernism” at the 
end of the century, and he finds the origins 
of that movement overseas. He regards the 
Whitechapel art gallery and the Horniman 
museum—both by Harrison Townsend—as 
the worst designs by the “ esthetic and anti- 
mechanical” group. 

It may be added that several buildings 
illustrated, including Balmoral Castle, are 
not mentioned in the text, and that the 
picture of Tyringham does not illustrate the 
reference to its lodges and bridges on p. 10. 


THE ISLE OF WicHT. By R. L. P. and 
Dorothy M. Jowett. Pp. x, 86. Illus- 
trated. (B. T. Batsford, Ltd.) Price 8s. 6d. 


THE AUTHORS of this attractive little 
volume begin their preface with a claim 
that, though the Isle of Wight is supposed to 
have been over-written, there seems to be 
room for yet another book on the subject. 
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The publishers obligingly inform us that 
“the authors have written a compact and 
fascinating introduction to the topography 
of the island . . . but they are primarily in- 
terested in the face of the island, and so the 
greater part of their space is devoted to the 
scenery of the coastline and the Downs, and 
the buildings of . . . the enchanting towns 
and villages for which the Isle of Wight is 
famous.” 

That is a fair description of the book, 
but it must be added that Ryde, Sandown 
and Shanklin (quite properly) are very 
summarily treated, while Ventnor gets less 
than a page. Cowes, on the other hand, is 
allotted 16 pages, mainly devoted to its boat- 
building and yacht racing. This is an ex- 
tremely interesting section of the book. 

The brief remarks on island geology and 
the chapter on pre-Victorian history are very 
well done. As for Queen Victoria herself, 
whose personality looms so large in the 
more recent history of the island, she is 
treated with respect, not as a figure of fun, 
and Prince Albert’s architectural ventures at 
Osborne and Whippingham are duly 
chronicled. 

The buildings of the island are not of out- 
standing significance. They include the 
Roman villa at Brading (mentioned but not 
described), a mediocre castle at Yarmouth, 
and a fine one at Carisbrooke. Monastic 
remains are practically non-existent, and old 
public buildings comprise only Newport 
Grammar School, a brick structure of 1619; 
Newport Guildhall, designed by John Nash 
in 1816; and a little Georgian town hall at 
Newtown, now owned by the National 
Trust. Of some 15 old churches described, 
that at Carisbrooke is the most imposing. 
There is a fine stone pulpit at Shorwell and 
a splendid wooden pulpit of 1637 at 
Newport. 

The island contains nine or ten interesting 
manor houses of the sixteenth-seventeenth 
centuries, chiefly of stone and roofed with 
Horsham “stone slates,” but some brick- 
work is used in chimneys, etc., and one 
example, at Merestone, has brick walls. 
Mansions of the eighteenth century include 
Billingham House, of brick; Gatcombe 
House; Appeldurcombe and Swaynestone 
Manor House. The last-named two suf- 
fered from air raids during the war. The 
Romantic revival produced mock medi- 
zval castles at Steephill and East Cowes. 
The latter, built by John Nash for his own 
occupation, is now in ruins. The book con- 
tains a map, but it shows no rivers, roads 
or railways. 


How To WRITE TECHNICAL BOOKS. By 
John Gloag. Pp.x, 159. Illustrated 
(George Allen and Unwin, Ltd.) Price 
12s. 6d. 


AS MOST publishers of technical books 
are painfully aware, the possession of tech- 
nical knowledge on the part of an expert 
does not necessarily imply any ability to 
make his books interesting, or suitable either 
for a student or for a mature technician. 
Mr. Gloag comes to the rescue with this 
invaluable, amusing and stimulating book, 
based on long experience of such work. He 
possesses not only the requisite experience 
t» deal with the subject but also an original 
mind. 

He says that technical books “ need never 
be uninteresiing,” a rather sweeping state- 
ment; and reminds his audience, more than 
once, that “the reader probably doesn’t want 
to read what you have written,” an unkind 
but undeniable fact. He detests jargon, 


which, he remarks, is “ the great enemy,” and 


March 16 1951 


pleads for clarity at all costs. He asks for 
plain English words, objecting to latinisms, 
tautology, dullness, and, above all, “lack of 
imagination.” 

Then he proceeds to deal in detail with all 
the processes of planning a book, printing, 
illustrating, and proof-reading. Even an ex- 
perienced writer may learn much from his 
informative and helpful advice. Some of his 
hints are particularly useful, e.g., “ Never, 
under any circumstances, part with your 
copyright, however tempting a lump sum 
may be offered for it.’ He demands from 
publishers some standardisation of practice 
in the direction of titles printed on the back 
of a book. Less convincingly, he favours 
the concentration of all half-tone plates at 
the end of a volume. His remarks on in- 
dexing are excellent. His concluding chapter, 
most unexpectedly, is a scathing indictment 
of the exasperating and needless com- 
plexity, verbosity and pomposity of official 
forms and reports. 

Architectural readers will appreciate his 
parallel between planning a book and plan- 
ning a building: “The outline and detailed 
plan of a book correspond to the work which 
is finally published in much the same way 
that the plans, sections and elevations pre- 
pared by an architect correspond to the 
building which is finally erected. A technical 
book that is authoritative and has such 
educational value that it becomes known and 
accepted as an illuminating work of refer- 
ence is unlikely to achieve that reputation 
unless its author first makes a careful and 
detailed plan, so that he knows exactly what 
is going into his pages.” 

M. S. B. 


BOOKS RECEIVED 
THE DIRECTORY OF QUARRIES, CLAYWORKS, 
SAND AND GRAVEL Pits, ETc. (2th Ed. 
(London: The Quarry Managers’ Journal, 
ftd.) Price 15s. 


THE “ TELECINEMA ” 


Modern Techniques at South Bank 
Exhibition 

Detaits of the South Bank Exhibition 
Telecinema, a building specially designed as 
a centre for demonstrating new and experi- 
mental techniques, as well as realist and 
documentary films, have been announced by 
the British Film Institute. The Telecinema 
will provide for the first time big-screen tele- 
vision in the regular cinema programme, 
and a new kind of film sound track, 
using the latest magnetic medium and caus- 
ing the sound to issue at will from any part 
of the screen, or from the back or ceiling 
of the auditorium. Coupled with this “ sound 
in space” will be a “ picture in space ”—a 
three-dimensional film which will appear to 
the spectator to reach out from the screen 
in front and stretch back behind the plane 
of the screen into the distance. 

The building was designed by Mr. W. W. 
Wells-Coates, F.R.I.B.A., and embodies some 
of the most advanced practices in cinema 
planning and construction. The auditorium 
is of balcony type seating a total of 410 (252 
in the stalls and 158 in the balcony). The 
structure of the balcony incorporates the 
film and television projection booths. In 
view of the relatively short throw required 
for satisfactory television projection, the bal- 
cony is built out over the auditorium to with- 
in less than 50 feet of the screen. The booth 
itself contains both television and film 
controls. 
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IN PARLIAMENT 


The Preservation of Historic Buildings 


LORP METHUEN called attention on 

March 8 to the Gowers Report on 
houses of outstanding historic or architec- 
tural interest, and asked if the Government 
intended to implement some or part of the 
recommendations. He said that historic 
structures stood hardly any chance of sur- 
viving in many cases unless they could be 
maintained free, at least to some extent, of 
tax burdens. Many must have been 
demolished since 1945 and others were 
threatened with demolition. The cost of 
upkeep of such houses as Wilton and Chats- 
worth, which contained treasures of national 
importance, was much greater than was 
usually admitted. 


THE MARQUESS OF SALISBURY said the 
main question the Government had to de- 
cide was whether or not they wanted the 
houses preserved. If they did not want them 
preserved, because they were out of date or 
because the times were too difficult, the de- 
cision would be easy but sad. The houses 
would fall down or be pulled down and the 
contents would be dissipated. But the 
Government might share the view of many 
people that the houses were a national asset 
that was worth preserving, merely, even, 
from the hardboiled financial angle, because 
there were treasures here equal to anything 
to be seen in France or Italy. If they took 
that view, or thought the houses were part 
of our national history, they would have to 
do something about it. They could not 
merely take refuge in fine sympathetic 
phrases. The Gowers Report clearly showed 
that the burden on the owners was becom- 
ing intolerable. He urged the Government 
to give serious consideration to the Gowers 
Report and come to a decision one way or 
the other. 


In the subsequent debate, LorpD CHORLEY 
said that even as a temporary measure 
there was need in a number of cases to keep 
the structure waterproof until a final de- 
cision had been taken and an adequate 
scheme worked out. If there was anything 
the National Trust could do to assist in pro- 
viding a solution they would be only too 
willing to lend their support. 


LorD PAKENHAM, replying for the Gov- 
ernment, assured the House that there was 
no truth in the impression that the Gowers 
Report and all that went with it were special 
interests of Sir Stafford Cripps rather than 
of the present Chancellor of the Exchequer. 
The present Chancellor was no less inter- 
ested than his predecessor, and there was 
no question of the report being shelved as 
a result of the change of office. The Gov- 
émmment’s consideration of the report was 
Steadily proceeding and what might be 
regarded as delay was due not to a lack 
of interest but to other factors. In a time 
of financial stringency it became more diffi- 
cult to weigh up the claims of historic 
houses and to decide what could be 
afforded, Since 1945 the provisional esti- 
mate was that 19 houses had been 
demolished and four were threatened. 
Twelve thousand houses had now appeared 
in statutory lists and 60,000 houses had been 
noted for listing. It was reckoned that 
100,000 houses were originally involved. 
About 3,000 houses had been provisionally 
listed in Scotland. 


Housing Department Architects 


On March 6, MR. MarpLes asked the 
Minister of Local Government and Plan- 
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ning how many architects his department 
employed on housing; how many of them 
were engaged on producing detailed plans 
for a three-bedroomed house costing less 
than , £1,000; and if the plans would be 
published. 

Mr. DALTON said there were eight archi- 
tects at headquarters and 82 in the regions. 
Part of their duty was to make a continuous 
study of possible improvements in design 
and reductions in cost. Plans had been, and 
would continue to be, published from time 
to time. 


Exchange of Tenancies 


Mr. J. B. Hynp asked (March 6) the 
Minister of Local Government and Plan- 
ning whether his attention had been called 
to the large number of complaints regarding 
refusals by landlords to agree to exchange 
of tenancies; and whether, in view of the 
serious degree to which such refusals were 
aggravating the general housing. difficulties, 
he would consider introducing legislation to 
control this practice. 


Mr. DALTON said he hoped that private 
landlords would do their utmost to facili- 
tate voluntary exchanges, and so prevent the 
necessity of considering such legislation. 


Housing Grants 

On March 6, Mr. C. I. Orr-EwinG asked 
the Minister of Local Government and Plan- 
ning whether he would take the necessary 
steps to enable him to allocate an overall 
sum to local authorities in place of indivi- 
dual licences, so as to encourage them to get 
the best value for money and enable them 
to build more houses for old and single 
people. 

Mr. DALTON replied in the negative. He 
thought the present system was better, but 
he was encouraging local authorities to in- 
crease still further the proportion of houses 
for old people and newly married couples. 


The Festival Gardens 


In reply to questions by SiR RALPH GLYN 
on March 6, Mr. H. Morrison said that the 
Board of Festival Gardens, Ltd., reported 
that expenditure on the Festival Pleasure 
Gardens was proving to be in excess of 
earlier estimates. This increased expendi- 
ture. was due partly to the general rise in 
costs and wages affecting all forms of con- 
struction work, partly to the scale of inter- 
tuptions from bad weather and labour dis- 
putes, and partly to other causes. It was not 
possible with so much urgent work in pro- 
gress to obtain a firm final estimate of ex- 
penditure, but on the best figures with 
which the Board had been able to provide 
him he understood that the total expendi- 
ture was likely to be about £1,625,000. On 
the revenue side, the Parliamentary decision 
against Sunday opening of the amusement 
section had deprived the company of the 
most obvious means of recouping part of 
this increased expenditure, and the revised 
revenue estimate now given to him by the 
company was £1,053,000. The position was, 
therefore, that the expenditure was estimated 
at about £1,625,000, the revenue at about 
£1,053,000, so that the loss was about 
£572,000 on the basis of six months’ opera- 
tion only in 1951. The continued operation 
of the gardens after 1951 would be the only 
possible method by which the heavy capital 
cost could be paid off out of revenue with 
the possibility of earning some profit even- 
tually as the various similar ventures in the 
Scandinavian countries had done. 
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Building and Defence 

Asked by Mr. Marp.es for information 
on the demands which would be made on 
the building industry by rearmament, Mr. 
STOKES, Minister of Works, said he could 
not at this stage add anything to the state- 
ments made by the Chancellor of the Ex- 
chequer in the House on February 15. The 
Chancellor then pointed out that about 
£500,000,000 of the three-year defence pro- 
gramme would be spent on building work, 
of which the amount to be spent in the 
first year might come to something of the 
order of £120,000,000. Mr. Stokes said 
that it would be mecessary to reduce some 
of the civilian claims in the investment 
programme and measures to this end were 
now under active consideration. 


CARLTON HOUSE TERRACE 
Statement on Government’s Intentions 


[HE proposed reconstruction of Carlton 

House-terrace was again discussed in 
the House of Lords on March 6 on a notice 
put down by Lorp MANcRoFT, who said he 
had taken this course to find out from the 
Government how far the plans for the Ter- 
race were advanced, and what were the 
Government’s intentions, 

For the Government, LorpD MorkRISon, 
Parliamentary Secretary, Ministry of Works, 
said that the House was concerned not only 
with the problem of rehousing the Foreign 
Office but with what was to be done with 
Carlton House-terrace, and in the debate 
not one practical suggestion had been made 
about that. At one time or other the Com- 
missioners of the Crown Lands had con- 
sidered all possible uses for these buildings, 
but there were difficulties in using them as 
clubhouses, embassies, residential flats or 
hotels. The only specific proposal in recent 
years involved the complete demolition of 
the existing buildings. 

The new proposals were designed to solve 
two problems—the Foreign Office accommo- 
dation problem and the problem of Carlton 
House-terrace. In 1949, the Royal Fine 
Art Commission report recognized that par- 
tial reconstruction would be necessary for 
any modern use of the building. Mr. de 
Soissons was asked to replan the Terrace on 
the basis suggested by the Royal Fine Art 
Commission, and the result was the present 
proposal. There would always be those who 
regarded any form of improvisation as 
anathema, and people who held those views 
were often the worst enemies af the buildings 
they hoped to preserve. It was impossible to 
convert London into a museum out of build- 
ings which might have had their uses but were 
now only ornamental. The Government 
would give a new lease of life to the best part 
of Nash’s work. He had seen the interiors of 
the houses recently and noted the state of 
delapidation into which many of them had 
fallen. Regarding the proposed ramp, he said 
that the Government were examining alterna- 
tive ways of providing vehicle access to the 
buildings. 

A new Foreign Office was vitally needed. 
If it was to be placed within reasonable dis- 
tance of Downing-street and the Palace of 
Westminster, the only” site available was 
Carlton House-terrace, which was also 
handy for embassies. It had been intended to 
make a start with the reconstruction in 1952, 
but owing to the necessity to restrict capital 
investment in the interest of the defence 
programme, it was unlikely that the work 
could be started until 1954. 

The motion was, by leave, withdrawn. 
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The aluminium “cork-sandwich” roof to the South Bank Exhibition Thames- 
side Restaurant in course of construction 


THAMES-SIDE 
RESTAURANT ROOF 


The Use of Aluminium “ Cork 
Sandwich ” 


ETAILS of the construction of the alu- 
minium “cork sandwich” roof to the 
Thames-side Restaurant at the South Bank 
Exhibition were described to the technical 
Press, on March 7, by representatives of 
Messrs. Alphamin, Ltd., who have patented 
this type of roofing. 


In selecting this material for the roof of 
the restaurant, the architects (Messrs. Fry, 
Drew and Partners) had in mind the need 
for a clear span of 27 ft. between the 
front and back columns of the structure, 
and also the pleasing appearance of the 
“wavy roof” produced by the curved slabs. 
The slabs consist of 2-in. thick baked cork 
glued: between two sheets of 20 gauge BA60 
aluminium sheet, and are curved to a radius 
of 6 ft. 9 in. 


As the roof was the first of its kind, its 
strength could not be assessed without a 
practical test. A prototype bay was 
accordingly erected and, under test, with- 
stood an applied load of 30 lb. per sq. ft. 
without failure. The weight of the slab 
works out at 2.25 lb. per sq. ft. 


The roof comprises 19 bays, and rests 
upon steel rails supported on _ steel 
columns, and covers in all about 1/5th of 
an acre. The total weight of aluminium 
in the roof is 6} tons. The slabs are joined 
together by means of 24-in. wide strips of 
18-gauge aluminium, secured to the slabs 
by t-in. dia “pop” rivets. “H™” section 
aluminium extrusions are riveted in the 
joints at certain points to give extra 
Strength. Altogether 1.13 miles of strip and 
250,000 rivets were used in this operation. 
To facilitate drainage there is a fall of 
3 in. in the valleys from the, front to the 
back of the_ restaurant. 


Apart from lightness, the aluminium cork 
sandwich, which is made in standard sizes 
of 8 ft. by 4 ft. and 8 ft. by 3 ft. 4 in., has 
excellent insulating preperties, and there is 
no risk of condensation on the inside. Its 
thermal insulation value of 0.14 B.Th.Us./ 
sq. ft./hour/ deg. F. is equivalent to 40 in. 
of brickwork. The cost of the roof using 
this material was stated to be lower than 
a Similar shell concrete roof. 


The cork sandwich was not designed 
specifically for this particular application, 
and it is believed that one of its main uses 
will be for curtain walling for steel framed 
industrial buildings. 

On the question of the future of this 
material, Miss Jane Drew, F.R.I.B.A., said 
she thought its use would be greatly ex- 
tended if a method could be found of join- 
ing the slabs together which did not require 
skilled labour. 


The aluminium for the cork sandwich, 
which was supplied to Messrs. Alphamin, 
Ltd., by the British Aluminium Co., is a 
manganese alloy which is highly resistant to 
atmospheric corrosion, and was _ selected 
because of this, and also for its strength 
and comparatively low cost. It is estimated 
that it would be economical to execute roof 
spans of up to 50 ft. by. this method of 
construction. 


“RECORD TIMBER IMPORTS 
EXPECTED ” 


Building Up Stocks 


SPEAKING at the annual dinner of the Tim- 
ber Trades Federation of the United King- 
dom, in London on March 7, Mr. WILSON, 
President of the Board of Trade, said that 
it would not be until the summer that we 
should see a really marked improvement in 
timber supplies, but this, he thought, would 
go beyond anything we had known for some 
years. It was therefore heartening not only 
that imports from North America had been 
high but that the reports he was receiving 
about the progress of private buying sug- 
gested that the trade was doing a good job. 


After saying that 292,000 standards of soft- 
wood were imported from North America 
in 1949, Mr. Wilson said that in 1950, owing 
to the serious worsening in the dollar posi- 
tion, our imports from North America were 
down to 151,000 standards. “ With the im- 
provement in the dollar situation, contracts 
have already been placed since early last 
year for 657,000 standards, and since we shall 
now be buying such timber as is available 
at reasonable prices from North America 
right on through the year after the present 
contracts have been shipped, we may expect 
our shipments this year from North America 
not only greatly to exceed any previous 
record, pre-war and post-war, but to reach 
a figure nearly double the pre-war average,” 
Mr. Wilson added. 
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“These shipments, together with others 
which Timber Control may be securing, and 
the large quantities we are hoping for from 
the private trade, should enable us to build 
the stocks required for normal distribution 
within this country to a far safer level than 
we have known for some time, and at the 
same time enable us to build up a national 
stock for use in a possible emergency.” 


TIMBER AND REARMAMENT 
Benefits Expected from Increased Imports 
(THE greatly increased imports of timber 

expected this year might mean that 
timber would be the one essential raw mater- 
ial in sufficient supply to meet both the needs 
of rearmament and normal requirements 
Mr. G. B. Crow, deputy chairman of the 
Timber Development Association, said at a 


meeting of the Association in London on 
March 7. 


Mr. Crow said that the rise in timber 
prices in the past 12 months was rendered 
inevitable by the combined effects of 
devaluation, increased world demand and the 
rise in freights, but until the end of last 
month the consumer had been insulated from 
this by statutory maximum prices which bore 
no relation to the world market. 


Higher prices brought heavy financial 
responsibility to importers, and there would 
be a strong element of competition for busi- 
ness which would still be restricted by con- 
sumer licensing. “At the same time we 
shall not see prices of softwood, hardwood 
or plywood at an economic level until the 
right to buy is restored to the trade for all 
the countries of the world and bulk buying 
is finally and completely abandoned,” Mr. 
Crow continued. “ Broadly, the Board of 
Trade buys in the dollar and Iron Curtain 
countries, the timber trade buys elsewhere. 
This separation of the country’s buying 
power into two artificial sectors is a handi- 
cap to both in obtaining the best results. 


“The change in Government policy in its 
allocation of dollars to the purchase of North 
American timbers will ensure the import this 
year of a very much greater quantity of 
softwoods from these sources than we have 
seen for many years. This, coupled with 
probable purchases from the Iron Curtain 
countries, and the efforts of the timber 
trade to get supplies from the Baltic, will 
mean a total import this year approaching 
double that of last. Timber may then be 
the one essential raw material able to meet 
the rearmament programme in addition to 
the normal calls of industry and building.” 


Raising Stock Levels 


It was a matter of general agreement that 
stock levels should be raised to a figure that 
could safeguard us against any breakdown 
in imports and also provide something of a 
bargaining counter when buying. Never- 
theless, by the autumn there should be a 
surplus which would justify a progressive 
relaxation of licensing. For steel, non- 
ferrous metals, paper and the long list of 
other materials in very tight supply, timber 
could provide an important relief, reversing 
the réles played in the last world war when 
timber was the material to suffer substitu- 
tion by every possible alternative. 


It was with some measure of anticipation 
of the future that the Timber Development 
Association was to launch within the next 
few months a publicity campaign which 
would re-educate the public in the intrinsic 
merits and the availability of timber. 
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ENGINEERING PROGRESS 


Absorbing Rearmament Costs 


paar engineering, contrary to popular 
belief. had increased the extent to which 
skill is required of the worker; removed 
much of the unpleasant manual labour from 
industrial processes; created employment 
and raised standards of living; and, finally, 
that failure to use machinery to the maxi- 
mum advantage imperilled those standards, 
was the theme of an address to the Royal 
Society of Arts, on February 28, by Mr. 
Ww. T. O'Dea, B.Sc., M.LE.E., Keeper of 
Aeronautical Collections and former Keeper 
of Engineering Collections, the Science 
Museum, in a paper entitled ““ A Century of 
British Engineering, 1851-1951.” 


In support of his first point Mr. O’Dea 
referred to Joseph Whitworth’s machines 
exhibited at the Great Exhibition in 1851. 
Though these, to quote a contemporary 
account, were “almost self-acting, leaving 
nothing for. the workman to do but to fix 
his work and keep his tools sharp,” and pro- 
duced “ better work by comparatively raw 
hands than formerly could be done slowly 
by the most skilful workmen at very high 
wages,” it should not be imagined that the 
skilled workman thereby found his living 
imperilled, said Mr. O'Dea. Demand could 
not be satisfied. Skilled labour was needed 
in abundance to produce more and more 
machine tools and more and more steam 
engines for driving them. 


Referring to Henry Ford’s great contribu- 
tion to mass production, which had been “a 
blessing to millions,” he said that this must 
be offset against the allegation that the con- 
veyor-belt system was inhuman. “To many 
people it may be so, but there are great 
numbers to whom, if it is monotonous at all 
in the positive sense, the monotony is quite 
bearable. It must also be remembered that 
behind the belt there is a high proportion of 
executive jobs in planning, tool design, pro- 
gressing, ordering, selling and general con- 
trol.” 


Mr. O’Dea said that in a review of a 
century of engineering progress it was impos- 
sible to overlook the effects of restrictive 
usage by the operators of new and 
improved implements of production. While 
in 1851 we spent on defence expenditure, at 
£18,000,000, almost exactly the same as the 
cost of wages in the basic industry of agri- 
culture, we now spent, at £1,100,000,000, 
nearly four and a half times the agricultural 
wage budget. Yet standards of living had 
risen continually. The reason for this was 
clearly the tremendous rise in output per 
man-hour that had been made possible by 
engineering methods, and the consequent 
availability of men for other tasks. This had 
Overweighed and disguised the otherwise 
catastrophic effects of diverting to unproduc- 
tive defence requirements so much extra 
capacity. Capital investments abroad, now 
so much redueed by the needs of the 1939 
War, were built up during the same period 
- this drain on our resources was increas- 


“It has to be accepted that not only is 
this unproductive effort vital to our future 
under present world conditions but also that 
it has now to be found out of our basic 
Tesources,” said Mr. O’Dea. “It is clear 


t we must face up to one of two alter- 
rye Either fuller use must be made of 
aids to production provided by the 


yj yl or we must now resign ourselves 


ast to a drop in our standards of living. 
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It is to be hoped that we do not, through 
neglect of the lessons of the past century, 
come to the first alternative by way of pro- 
longed experience of the hard path involved 
in the second.” 


Technically, the speaker concluded, there 
need be no fear for the future. On the pro- 
duction side, the facilities were there, and it 
was a question of finding means to ensure 
that they were used to the full. The century 
passed did not provide uniform encourage- 
ment, if a review was made of the applica- 
tions to which technical achievements had 
been put, but neither did the history of man- 
kind. The engineer was a builder, and from 
that point of view might fairly claim that 
in the past century he had built well. 


L.M.B.A. 


Facilities for Overseas Builders 


HE L.M.B.A. has appointed a Festival 
of Britain Committee to ensure that 
builders from overseas coming to this 
country for the Festival of Britain will be 
able to see what the building industry in 
Britain is doing in the building of new 
houses, factories, schools and new towns. 
The president, Mr. Dudley F. Cox, has 
sent a cordial letter of invitation to the 
presidents of all building associations with 
which (through the National Federation) the 
L.M.B.A. is in touch in the Dominions, 
asking them to let their members know that 
if they are visiting Great Britain this summer 
the L.M.B.A. will assist in every way pos- 
sible in enabling them to see British build- 
ing methods on the site. Similar facilities 
will be available through the various 
Regional Federations of the National 
Federation throughout England and Wales, 
and in Scotland through the Scottish 
Federation. 


Details of the arrangements have been 
notified to the Festival of Britain offices 
and to chambers of commerce and rotary 
clubs throughout London. 


To Visit Armourers’ Hall 


By KIND PERMISSION of the master and 
wardens, the L.M.B.A.’s Central Area No. 3, 
of which Mr. B. L. Morgan, J.P., is chair- 
man, is holding its meeting on April 10 in 
the hall’ of the Worshipful Company of 
Armourers and Braziers in Coleman-street. 
The reason for this innovation is that the 
Area covers the City of London and many 
of its members are liverymen of the City. 


The guest of honour at the luncheon is to 
be Mr. D. E. Woodbine Parish, the 
L.M.B.A. senior vice-president. The chair- 
man is a member of the Basket-makers 
Company. 


Donation to B.B.L. 


THE L.M.B.A. has sent a donation of 
25 gns. to the Builders’ Benevolent Institu- 
tion. The Institution’s annual dinner takes 
place on April 3 at Grosvenor House. 


Scientific Concrete Production 


A NEW COLOUR FILM, “ Concrete,” which 
demonstrates how the large-scale production 
of uniformly high quality concrete is 
achieved, has been produced for John Laing 
and Son, Ltd. It shows the precise weigh- 
batching methods used to eliminate human 
error, and attention is drawn also to other 
factors upon which the quality of concrete 
depends. The film centres round the con- 
struction of concrete airfield runways. 
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LAW REPORT 
Colour of Wood Block Floor 


WESTMINSTER COUNTY COURT. 
BEFORE MR. JUSTICE DALE. 


A. Vigers and Sons and Co., Ltd., y. R. 1. 
Greenfield 


WoOoDEN blocks in the floor of the court 
were frequently used to illustrate the 
evidence at Westminster County Court, on 
February 22, during an action concerning the 
laying of a beech block floor in a sun 
lounge at 3, Radnor-road, Strawberry Hill, 
Twickenham. Mr. R. I. Greenfield, of that 
address, was sued by Messrs. A. Vigers and 
Sons and Co., Ltd., flooring contractors and 
timber merchants, of Poland-street, W., who 
claimed that he owed them £65 12s. Od. for 
work done and materials supplied. 


Evidence was given that the floor was laid 
by the plaintiffs in December, 1949. 


Mr. George Crouch, the floor layer, 
agreed that some of the blocks had knots 
in them and some were darker coloured than 
others. “It’s quite normal,” he said. 

A supervisor employed by the plaintiffs, 
Mr. G. J. Schofield, said he went to inspect 
‘the floor after Mr. Greenfield made some 
complaints. Mr. Greenfield said it was not 
the same colour as the floor in the adjoining 
room. “He was comparing a wood block 
floor with a parquet floor,” explained wit- 
ness, “and there is no comparison what- 
soever.” 


Dealing with a complaint that there were 
some gaps in the blocks, Mr. Norman Wood, 
the managing director of the company, said 
they would be caused by dampness in the 
room. “A block floor will always be on 
the move, especially in the winter time,” he 
added. “It should remain pliable prac- 
tically for ever.” 


Mr. Greenfield said the sun lounge was 
an extension to a dining-room which had a 
parquet floor. He made several inquiries 
to different firms for an estimate for laying 
a wood floor in the sun lounge which would 
blend with the parquet floor, and eventually 
he received a sample beech block from the 
plaintiffs which he decided to accept. 
Despite repeated requests the company did 
not send a representative to look at the room 
before the floor was laid, and when the work 
was done, he immediately complained that 
it was not satisfactory because of the varia- 
tion in colour and the knots. “I took this 
sample as a thing I was going to get,” he 
explained 

Mr. James Chapman, a registered archi- 
tect, said that the taste in decorating and 
the blending in of furniture in Mr. Green- 
field’s house was apparent. He agreed that 
the floor was not satisfactory. 


Judge Dale: You don’t mean the whole 
thing will have to be torn up, do you? 


Mr. Chapman: I am afraid so, your 
honour, to make a first-class job. 


The judge said it was clear, from the 
many inquiries Mr. Greenfield made, that 
he wanted something very attractive in his 
house. “He is a man who really is very 
keen on getting what he wants,” he said. 
He held that Mr..Greenfield contracted for 
a floor comparable to the sample, to blend 
with his parquet floor, and the floor that was 
layed was not in accordance with the 
contract. 


He gave judgment for the defendant with 
costs. 
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ISLE OF WIGHT APPRENTICES 
Annual Prize-Giving 


(THE annual assembly and prize-giving of 

the Isle of Wight apprentices from the 
building and allied trades was held at the 
East Cowes Town Hall recently. In addi- 
tion to the apprentices, some 200 of whom 
are released by their employers for one day 
a week to attend the County Building 
School, a number of employers and their 
representatives were present to see the 
prizes distributed by Mr. E. R. Bowyer, 
president of the Southern Region of the 
Federation of Building Trades Employers 
and chairman of the Joint Committee for 
Building and Civil Engineering of the 
Southern Regional Council for Further 
Education, who also addressed the students. 


The assembly was presided over by Mr. 
G. Moody, chairman of the school commit- 
tee and vice-chairman of the County 
Council. In his report, Mr. A. I. Fisher, 
headmaster, thanked the committee for their 
help and the employers and the operatives’ 
associations for their encouragement and 
co-operation. He particularly praised the 
staff and drew attention to the successes 
which had been attained by many of their 
students. In the course of his report he 
mentioned that in the coming session, this 
department would be transferred to the Isle 
of Wight technical college as part of a de- 
velopment plan which included the expan- 
sion of the secondary technical school at 
East Cowes. 


GUILDFORD BUILDING 
STUDENTS 


Fourth Exhibition of Students’ Work 


ME. E. R. BOWYER, president of the 

Southern Federation of Building 
Trades Employers, distributed prizes at the 
fourth annual prize-giving of the Guildford 
County Technical College Building Students 
at Guildford recently. The occasion also 
marked the fourth exhibition of the students’ 
work in conjunction with the local joint 
apprenticeship committees for the building 
industry. 

After presenting the prizes, Mr. Bowyer 
spoke of the recommencement of work on 
the new Guildford Cathedral, which, he said, 
would be a wonderful building. In the not 
too distant future people would say, “ That 
is what the boys of the twentieth century 
erected when they became men. 


“A great deal can be learned from the 
buildings of the past with their fine examples 
of craftsmanship,” continued Mr. Bowyer. 
In the building industry the creation of work 
which lived after they had died was some- 
thing that was denied to others.” 


Mr. T. B. NicHors, head of the depart- 
ment, reviewing the 1949-50 season, reported 
a slight increase in the number of students. 
There were now 367 part-time day students 
and 197 evening students. Fifty students 
were attending the full-time day courses with 
the National Diploma in Building as the 
principal objective. The number and sizes of 
the prizes had been increased in view of the, 
healthy state of the fund, and it was believed 
that the awards given for special effort en- 
couraged the others to greater effort. 


The exhibition was seen by over 3,000 


people, and examples of carpentry, joinery, 
brickwork, plumbing, art, painting and 


decoration were on view. 
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BUILDING APPRENTICESHIP 
Eastern Federation Awards 


THE EASTERN FEDERATION of Building 
Trades Employers is to continue its policy 
of making annual awards to apprentices of 
ability in the Eastern Counties to encourage 
them in their training and enable them to 
proceed further with their studies. This 
year a minimum of three and maximum of 
five awards of £25 each will be made on 
the basis of at least one award in each of 
the three areas: Norfolk; Suffolk and Essex; 
and Beds, Herts, Cambs, Hunts and Peter- 
borough. The awards are not to be tied 
to any particular craft. 

Candidates must be bound apprentices 
under the National Scheme and must not 
have reached their nineteenth birthday on 
January 1, 1951. The Master must be a 
member of the Eastern Federation of Build- 
ing Trades Employers, and the technical 
education provisions of the deed must have 
been fully observed. 

Application forms are available from the 
Federation Office, 95, Tenison-rd., Cam- 
bridge, and must be submitted to the Direc- 
tor not later than May 31. 


PROVIDENT INSTITUTION OF 
BUILDERS’ FOREMEN 


Annual Ladies Night 


SOME 450 guests attended the annual 
ladies’ night dinner and dance of the 
Provident Institution of Builders’ Foremen 
and Clerks of Works, which took place at 
the Café Royal, Regent-street, London, on 
March 10. Mr. Percy Bilton, who was to 
have been chairman, was absent owing to a 
business engagement abroad, and his place 
was taken by Mr. A. C. Wilson, managing 
director of Messrs. Percy Bilton, Ltd. 

Mr. WILSON, responding to the toast of 
“The Chairman,” referred to the bene- 
volent activities of the Provident Institution 
which, he said, offered benefit in many 
cases of hardship. It was not, however, so 
widely realised, he thought, that the Institu- 
tion had other practical values. He was 
familiar, for instance, with the custom of 
most local authorities of laying importance 
upon the qualifications of applicants for ap- 
pointments as general foremen or clerks of 
works and he believed that many applica- 
tions would carry considerably more 
influence if they were supported by a 
recommendation from the Institution, whose 
members were practical men able to under- 
take or supervise a building contract. 

The toast of “ The Ladies ” was proposed 
by Mr. F. C. TayLor, vice-president of the 
Provident Institution, and was responded to 
by Mrs. J. L. FREEDMAN, mayoress of 
Hendon, who, together with Councillor 
J. L. Freedman, J.P., was among the prin- 
cipal guests. 

In a_ speech tinged with characteristic 
humour, SIR THOMAS BENNETT, C.B.E., 
F.R.I.B.A., proposing the toast of the 
Institution, compared the relatively 
favourable position of the present-day 
general foreman with his counterpart of 
100 years ago, and went on to refer to the 
assistance which elderly pensioners and 
others were receiving from the Provident 
Institution. The State welfare services, he 
said, had removed the worst factors of 
widowhood and old age, but in spite of that 
there was still a lot left to be done, such as 
providing the means for the proper educa- 
tion of orphaned children. 

The reply to Sir Thomas’ speech was made 
by Mr. Arthur C. Taylor (social secretary). 
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“WHY BOYS JOIN THE 
BUILDING INDUSTRY ” 


An Apprentice’s Views 


Arising out of the prize-giving ceremon 
for apprentices held at the L.M.B.A. q 
March 2, one of the prize-winners has, y 
our request, set down some of his views o 
why boys join the building industry. Th 
following contribution was written 

By Kenneth R. Smith 


I COMMENCE this article by setting fort 

some of the reasons why boys join th 
building industry. In my own case it wa 
because my father was a carpenter and had 
been all his working life. Also, there has 
been a carpenter in his family for sever 
generations; so, as the saying goes, “it was 
bred in me.” 

We get our first insight into carpentry, 
for instance, while we are at school from 
woodwork classes. In this way we satisfy 
the urge to make things, and as. we get mor 
advanced with the article chosen and gee jt 
taking shape—well, we want to go on making 
things. Other boys have said when they 
have seen men at work, on _ houses for 
instance, that they have felt they would like 
to be one of such a team; each particular 
man doing his own job and working as 4 
whole to provide homes for the people, 
Others see fine architectural buildings being 
built and think of Sir Christopher Wren and 
St. Paul’s and think may be one day oppor- 
tunities of great things may come their way. 


Each boy has his own particular reason 
for making the building industry his career. 
Now, consider some of the advantages 
to be obtained by the boy himself. He can 
enter as an apprentice at the age of 15 for 
any of the various trades that come within 
the scope of the building industry. He signs 
a contract for five years and gets a propor- 
tionate wage, increasing each year until he 
comes on to full craftsman’s wage. Also, he 
is given the opportunity of part-time techni- 
cal education throughout his training, which 
helps considerably in turning him out as a 
good craftsman. The pay is excellent and 
there are also good prospects of promotion. 
Various certificates can be obtained, such as 
the National and City and Guilds, and thes 
all help the apprentice towards advance: 
ment in his calling. 

Many more boys are needed for training 
and more homes are needed for the people. 
This, in itself, is a worthwhile job if only 
to help relieve the unhappiness of many 
people caused by overcrowding and continual 
friction through having to share accommo 
dation with other people. There is also 
the element of change, both on site and work- 
mates, and type of job, and in many cases 
opportunities of seeing different parts of the 
country for men who are mobile and willin; 
to work away from their homes. 

Also, at the moment, we think of th 
splendid work of the building industry in 
making possible the Festival of Britain, and 
the many exhibitions of one kind and another 
held from time to time. Without these met, 
all trained to do their own particular job. 
these projects could not be carried out, and 
these things are needed to boost the indus 
tries of our country and bring to the notice 
of overseas buyers the goods we have to sell. 


Plastics Exhibition 

Advance details of the British Plastic 
Exhibition and Convention, organised ) 
British Plastics, to be held at Olympia, from 
June 6-16 next, is contained in this month’ 
“British Plastics for the World ” number. 
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BRITISH STANDARDS 
Some New Issues 
New AND REVISED British Standards, 
copies of which can be obtained from the 
British Standards Institution, Sales Depart- 
ment, 24, Victoria-street, S.W.1, include the 
following : — 


Refuse chutes (B.S.1703:1951, Price 2s., 
post free): This has been prepared to in- 
dicate a general layout and _ suitable 


materials for refuse chutes incorporated in 
multi-storey buildings, particularly for the 
purpose of handling domestic refuse. The 
aim has been to give the general charac- 
teristics and principles of a type of refuse 
chute convenient to use and ensuring free- 
dom from nuisance to the occupiers of a 
building. Requirements of the component 
parts of the chute, hopper and container 
chamber are given, together with such 
dimensions as are essential to secure satis- 
factory performance of the installation. 

School furniture (B.S. 11-22:1950, price 
17s. 6d., post free): The B.S.I. has now 
issued the fourth volume of the special 
series of B.S. for school equipment which 
have been prepared in the light of recom- 
mendations of the Schools Committee, set 
up jointly by the Ministries of Education 
and Works. 

Each standard gives a size range and the 
requirements for materials and _ construc- 
tion of the articles concerned. There are 
also tables of dimensions, illustrations of 
typical items of furniture and identification 
symbols for ordering purposes. 

Sheet linoleum and cork carpet (B.S. 
810:1950. Price 2s., post free): The revised 
B.S. now covers sheet linoleum of plain, 
marble, moire and jaspe finishes and the 
Taylor and Walton types of cork carpet. 
As in the previous edition, the quality of 
the products is covered by the thickness, 
which is indicated by a range of gauges in 
mm. 

The materials constituting the maix, the 
width and length of rolls, method of 
sampling and tests for seasoning, water 
absorption, bending and indentation are 
given and the grade of canvas to be used 
for backing is specified. A simple form of 
testing apparatus suitable for carrying out 
the indentation test is shown. 


FAILINGS OF SMALL GARDENS 
New Approach to Housing Layout Urged 


ig GARDEN tto every house,” was a 

*™ laudable aim, but one not often 
achieved with success, said MR. PETER 
SHEPHEARD, A.R.I.B.A., at a meeting of the 
Institute of Landscape Architects held in 
London on February 15. Gardens were 
often mere rectangles of ground attached 
to the back of each house, often without 
privacy and too small for the many uses 
they had to fulfil. 

This was inevitable as long as the conven- 
tional speculative builder’s development 
pattern was followed—the street as a stereo- 
typed 40 ft. width maintained by the local 
authority, the houses in rows along each 
side of it, and the gardens filling in the 
space behind them. The provision of the 
ptivate garden was part of the problem of 
the provision of all open space in housing 
layouts, and this in turn was part of the 
open-space problem of the town as a 
whole. 

The conventional small garden was expec- 
ted to fulfil too many functions: it was play- 
space, washing-line-space, storage-space, 
sitting-out-space and often flower garden as 
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well. These functions must be disentangled 
and separately provided for. 


“This is impossible without a new 
approach to housing layout,” said Mr. 
Shepheard. “Could not the space now 


given to streets be reduced? The streets 
should be merely for vehicular access, and 
as few in number as possible; their pattern 
should be decided by the traffic needs and 
they should be to a great extent independent 
of pedestrian paths. The ‘kitchen’ side of 
the house—with its dustbins and coalplaces— 
should be accessible from the street. 

“This would leave the houses with living- 
quarters away from the street giving on to 
the private gardens. The houses need not 
be in parallel rows along the streets, but in 
groups around the garden spaces. There are 
many ways of arranging them, with due re- 
gard to orientation.” 


Mr. Shepheard suggested a solution in the 
“ garden common” in which rows or groups 
of houses are grouped round the garden 
space; each house has a fenced private gar- 
den of its own, opening into a large com- 
mon garden. In the private garden there is 
the sitting-out space or terrace, screened, 
immediately outside the living-room; beyond 
that, space for flower gardening and babies’ 
play; beyond that the common garden where 
the larger children play. The common gar- 
den would have rougher grass and large 
trees, and could open out into the open 
space system at one end, so that paths to 
schools and shops could run from each house 
quite independently of the street system. 
Some of these commons could be larger 
than others, and in these tennis courts and 
even small community buildings could be 
sited. 


T.D.A. Instructors’ Course 

The director of the Forest Products Re- 
search Laboratory, Princes Risborough, has 
given his permission for a T.D.A. Post- 
Graduate Course for Instructors—1951, to 
be held at the laboratory from June 11-15 
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CRAFTSMEN OF THE FUTURE 


Builders’ President Pleads for More 
Apprentices 


PEAKING of ~- the recruitment of 
apprentices, at the annual general meet- 
ing of the Nottingham and District Asso- 
ciation of Building Trades Employers, at 
Nottingham, on March 14, Mr. STEPHEN 
HUDSON, president of the N.F.B.T.E., said: 


“In recent years the head of labour em- 
ployed in the building industry has not de- 
creased and I do not, therefore, take such a 
gloomy view as some of those who base 
their conclusions mainly, if not entirely, on 
such statistics as are available. But there 
are shortages in certain trades, such as 
bricklayers, masons and plasterers, which 
must be made good, and there are signs 
that the recruitment campaign which has 
been under way for several years is in dan- 
ger of losing momentum, 


Need to Take Long View 

“TI fully realise the difficulties. Not only 
are we uncertain as regards future contracts 
but much of our work is not suitable for 
training purposes. Apprentices cannot be 
trained satisfactorily on housebuilding and 
repairs alone. This unfortunately leads 
some employers to take a short view at a 
time when we must look well ahead if the 
industry is to be assured of sufficient crafts- 
men in the years to come. Unless we re- 
cruit gnd train more apprentices we may be 
faced before long with a crippling shortage 
of those competent operatives whose skill 
and ability have contributed so much to the 
industry’s progress and achievement in the 
past. We have done the job before and, de- 
spite difficulties, we can, I am sure, do it 
again and show that it is not necessary, as 
has been suggested in some quarters, for 
the Government or local authorities to 
interfere. 


“T appeal, therefore, to all members of 
the Federation to back up the good work 
being done by so many of their colleagues 
and to put the recruitment and training of 
apprentices high up in their list of 
priorities.” ; 


MEN, MATERIALS AND MONEY 
The Need for Economy 


“THE DEFENCE PROGRAMME makes it more 
important than ever that all industries should 
economise in expenditure on the three ‘ M’s’ 
—Men, Materials and Money,” said Mr. 
STEPHEN HUDSON,  ppresident of the 
N.F.B.T.E., when he spoke at the annual 
dinner, of the Manchester, Salford and 
District Association of Building Trades 
Employers, held in Manchester on March 14. 


“We in the building industry are doing 
what we can to make the same expenditure 
go farther and in the housing field the 
Government could help considerably by 
taking a broader view than at present of the 
results of the recent competition which show 
that three good houses can be built for the 
same expenditure as two. If these smaller 
houses are, as Mr. Dalton has admitted, 
good enough for those who wish to become 
owner-occupiers, room should be found for 
some of. them en local authority estates. If 
there is one person who knows what is 
wanted it is the private builder, who studies 
his customers’ requirements and uses his 
own initiative instead of relying entirely on 
designs produced in manuals compiled in 
Whitehall.” 


‘ni 





398 


NEWS IN BRIEF 


Quantity Surveyors’ Year Book 


The Institute of Quantity Surveyors, 98, 


Gloucester-place, London, W.1, has recently 
issued its Year Book for 1950-51. The 
publication contains a list of branches and 
members and items of professional interest. 


Electrical Industry Wages 

The National Federated Electrical Asso- 
ciation has offered a wage increase to elec- 
tricians of 4d. per hour in the London area 
and 3d. per hour in the remainder of the 
country, which has been accepted by the 
Electrical Trades Union. 


R.S.A. Industrial Art Bursaries 


An exhibition of winning and commended 
designs exhibited in the Royal Society of 
Arts’ Industrial Art Bursaries Competition 
for 1950, in which awards to a value of 
£1,705 were made, is on view at the Society’s 
headquarters, John Adam-street, Adelphi, 
W.C.2, until March 22. 


Economy with Nickel 

In view of the present shortage of nickel, 
the British Standards Institution has issued 
a memorandum to B.S. 1224: 1945, Electro- 
plated Coatings of Nickel and Chromium on 
Steel and Brass, drawing attention to the 
definition of significant surface for plating 
(on page 5) which enables the manufacturer, 
by agreement with the purchaser, tosreduce 
the surface to be coated in accordance with 
the standard. 


Restoration of Ironstone Workings 

The Government have intrcduced a Bill 
to ensure that land marked for ironstone in 
Northamptonshire and other counties 
restored to agriculture as completely and 
speedily as possible. A 3d. levy per ton of 
ironstone hoisted, to which producers and 
landowners will each contribute 1id. and the 
Exchequer }d., will be used to finance the 
Ironstone Restoration Fund provided for in 
the Bill. 


is 


St. Albans Gas Works 


Mr. Hugh Dalton, Minister of Local 
Government and Planning, and Mr. P. J. 
Noel-Baker, Minister of Fuel and Power, 
have informed the Eastern Gas Board that 
they propose to approve a reduced scheme 
for the extension of the St. Albans gas 
works. They are not prepared to allow the 
full-scale extension of the works originally 
proposed by the Gas Board, and have asked 
that every effort should be made to site the 
additional plant, which wil] ultimately be. 
needed, elsewhere than at St. Albans. 


Economy with Coal 

The Coal. Utilisation Joint Council are to 
expand their work. of encouraging the 
intelligent use of solid fuel in modern appli- 
ances. This. involves setting up regional 
organisations, the development of national 
and local publicity and the establishment 
in the principal towns of approved panels 
of solid fuel appliance distributors from 
whom the public can secure the best advice 
and service. Ultimately, a comparable 
advice service will be available from coal 
merchants who are already closely linked 
with the work of the Council. 


The expansion of headquarters staff has 
included the appointment of Mr. Eric 
Bellingham as Director General. - 
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DEFENCE AND HOUSING 
PROGRAMME 


Plea for Private Building 


SPEAKING at Manchester on March 13, on 
the building industry and defence require 
ments, ALDERMAN R. W. RICKETTS, vic 
president of the Federation of Maste 
Builders, said that although the Government 
had pledged that there would not be a reduc- 
tion in the overall housing programme of 
200,000 houses during 1951, the public and 
the building industry would want to be con- 
vinced that the Governmeni’s building pro- 
gramme for this and the ensuing years would 
make the best possible use of the available 
men and materials. “ Our experience since 
1945 has not convinced us that this will be 





“ THE BREWERY LION ” 


A SECRET TRAP DOOR in the famous Hunger- 
ford Brewery Lion, which now guards the : 
entrance to the South Bank Exhibition site, the case,” he said. ; 
has been discovered by an employee of _“ IT am not at all certain that the exten- 
Jenolite, Ltd. On arrival at South Bank, it sion of that portion of the defence pro- 
was found that the wrought iron work gstamme which must be alloted to the build- 
underneath the Coade stone was heavily ing industry need affect the housing pro- 
rusted, and Mr. Peter Morton, the sculptor gtamme at all,” Mr. Ricketts continued. 
and adviser on historical monuments to the “Indeed in the light of the President of the 
London County Council, called in one of Board of Trade’s statement last week that 
Jenolite’s rust and corrosion experts, Mr. Plentiful supplies of timber will be avail- 
Frank Bricknell. Mr. Bricknell, after able in the summer, I am wondering whether 
examining the damage caused by rust, was it will not be possible for more houses to be 
the first to discover the trap door, which built this year and next year than is at pre- 
later was found to contain the message of Sent contemplated. After all, not all firms 
Will Woodington, the sculptor who made the 4re going to undertake big Government con- 
lion for the old Red Lion Brewery, con- tracts such as the construction of aero- 
tained in a green bottle, sealed with a dromes, atomic plants and the like. But 
William IV farthing and with a William IV most building contractors are able to build 
hhalfpenny embedded in its base. Mr. @ small number of houses each year, given 
Bricknell asked one of the navvies on the the necessary materials. 
site, Mr. Harry Sheaf, to prise open the * Up to now, Government policy has pre- 
trap, and when this had been done took the cluded the building of houses for owner- 
bottle from Mr. Sheaf and personally handed occupation, except in very small numbers, 
it to Mr. Farrer, the Keeper of Historic This has meant that the average master 
Records at County Hall. builder has not been able, as was the case 

ater between the two world wars, to put his men, 

Change of Address in the intervals between other work, on to 
The address of the Federation of Associa- the building of houses for selling.” 

tions of Specialists and Sub-Contractors Precisely because the building industry 

has been changed to Artillery House, was going to be called upon to play such 

Artillery-row, London, S.W.1. Telephone: a large part in measures for defence, the 

Abbey 7232. time had come when the full 1esources of 





— = ali sections of the building industry must be 
a a ES ESE used and not allowed to be frustrated and 
bogged down in a welter of regulations, 
forms and red tape, said Mr. Ricketts. 


BRITISH HOUSES FOR 
AUSTRALIA 
£10m. Contract Under Negotiation 

TAYLOR Wooprow (Building Exports), 
Ltd., in conjunction with the Arcon group, 
have concluded initial negotiations with the 
Housing Commission of New South Wales, 
Australia, for the manufacture, shipment 
and erection of 5,000 houses. Announcing 
this on March 13, Mr. Frank Taylor. chair 
man of Taylor Woodrow, Ltd., estimated 
the contract would be worth more than 
£10 million. 

“The houses,” he said, “will be single 
storey, ‘light steel-framed, with timber floors, 
ceilings, walls and partitions, all of which 
will be fabricated in Great Britain. The 
houses have been designed in conjunction 
with the architects of the Housing Commis- 
sion of New South Wales, and provide for 
the use of a wide range of different materials 
to suit local needs. Three thousand houses 
will have three bedrooms and the remainder 
two bedrooms. Two prototype houses are 
to be erected at our place at Southall. by 
July for inspection and acceptance by the 
New South Wales Government. Mass -pro- 
duction of components will begin in Sep- 
tember and shipping will start in January.” 


Smooth-running 
space-saving efficiency makes 
KING SLIDING DOOR GEAR 
a basic aid in modern building 


"Tiousanps of sliding door installations in 
modern factories, schools, hospitals, 
farms, houses and garages glide on KING 
door gear. There’s good reason. KING 
fittings are precision-engineered. Every set, 
from massive power-operated gear to light- 
weight domestic installations, incorporate 
‘plus’ fectures developed by solid engineer- 
ing experience to give silky-smooth action 
and long,trouble-free life. Write for booklet 
showing the rangeand applications of KING 
door gear, and the name of your nearest 
stockist. 





SLIDING DOOR GEAR 





Write for illustrated booklets to:— 
GEO. W. KING LIMITED, 202 WORKS, 
HITCHIN, HERTS. TEL.: HITCHIN 960 
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NEW COMPANIES 


JHE FOLLOWING NEW COMPANIES regis- 
ered in England have been announced by 
Jordan and Sons, Ltd., company registration 


agents: 

Vic Hallam (Contractors), Ltd. (490198.) Regd. 
jan. 4, bldrs., etc. Nom. cap.: £30,000. Dir.: H. V. 
Hallam, The Maples, Marlpool, Heanor. 

J, R. Ashworth, Ltd. (490190.) Regd. Jan. 4, 4, 
Vine-st., Lancaster, slater, plasterer and ttiler. Nom. 
cap: £200. Dir.: J. R. Ashworth, 4, Vine-st., Lancaster. 

Walker and Hutton, Ltd. (490269.) Regd. Jan. 5, 
14, Bar-st., Scarborough, elec. and mech. engrs. Nom. 
cap.: £2,500. Dirs.: C. Hawson and Mrs. E. Hawson, 
14, Greenstead-rd., Newby, Scarborough. 

Allcock and Sisson, Ltd. (490203.) Regd. Jan. 5, 
Nottingham-rd., Hill Top, Eastwood, Notts., bldrs., etc. 
Nom. cap.: £30,000. Dirs.: F. S. Sisson and G. C. 
sisson, Hill Top, Eastwood, Notts. 
Bell and Ridley, Ltd. (490207.) Regd. Jan. 5, 79a, 
North-rd., Durham, bldrs. and contractors. Nom. cap.: 
£25,000. Dir.: J. W. Bell, 8, Quarry Heads-la., Durham 
ty. 
“ C. Burton and Co., Ltd. (490213.) Regd. Jan. 5, 
319, Hook Rise, Surbiton, Surrey, bldrs., etc. Nom. 
cap.: £500. Dirs.: C. C. Burton and Mrs. E. V. H. 
Burton, 35, Elmcroft-dr., Hook, Surbiton. 
Coombes and King, Ltd. (490218.) Regd. Jan. 5, 
The Boat House, Shore-rd., West Wittering, Sussex, 
bidrs., etc. Nom. cap.: £1,000. Dir.: P. Coombes, 
Beaufort, Barn-rd., East Wittering, Sussex. 
F. E. Wood, Ltd. (490222.) Regd. Jan. 5, 17, 
Woodnesborough-rd., Sandwich, Kent, bldrs., etc. Nom. 
cap.: £5,000. Dirs.: F.E. Wood and Mrs. K. M. Wood, 
17, Woodnesborough-rd., Sandwich, Kent. 
William Meek (Plumbers), Ltd. (490523.) 
Jan. 13, 27, Westoe-rd., S. Shields, Co. Durham. 
cap.: £5,000. Dirs.: W. Meek and Miss D. 
3, Sea-way, S. Shields. 
Dolphin Engineering Co., Ltd. (490494.) Regd. 
Jan. 13. Mech. elec. heating, plumbing, refrigeration, 
bldg. constructional, mining and genl. engrs., etc. Nom. 
cap. £2,000. Sub. : P. O. Ansell, 54, High View-gdns., 
Potters Bar, Middx. 
Edmund Brennan, Ltd. (490497.) Regd. Jan. 13, 
2, Clements Inn, Strand, W.C.2, decorators, house 
furnishers, etc. Nom.cap. £5,000. Dirs. : E. J. Brennan, 
110, Colwith-rd., W.6. 
Nazeholders, Ltd. (490504.) Regd. Jan. 13, bldrs., 
etc. Nom. cap.: £100. Dir.: P. S. Clapshaw, 
Neilsland, Park-lane, Ashtead, Surrey. 
Arthur Syddall (Chesterfield), Ltd. (490526.) Regd. 
Jan. 5, Station-rd., Hepthorne-lane, nr. Chesterfield. 
Bidrs. rachts., etc. Nom.cap. : £4,000. Dir. : A. Syddall, 
Loxwood, Manthorpe-rd., Grantham. 
C. & G. L. Harman, Ltd. (490530.) Regd. Jan. 15, 
181, Desborough-rd., High Wycombe, Bucks.  Bidrs. 
and contractors, public works contractors, etc. Nom. 
cap.: £6,000. Dirs.: Mrs. M. J. Harman and C. A. 
Harman, 209, West Wycombe-rd., High Wycombe. 
Suburban Builders’ Merchants (Wood Green), Ltd. 
(490552.) Regd. Jan. 15, 385, High-rd., Wood Green, 
N.22, Nom. cap. : £1,000. Dir. : D. J. Mitchell, 41, 
Princes-ave, N.13. 
R. Banks (Harrow), Ltd. (490589.) Regd. Jan. 16, 
4, Ennerdale-ave., Stanmore, Middx. Bldrs., contractors, 
etc. Nom. cap.: £1,000. Dirs.: R. R. Banks and 
Helen M. Banks, 4, Ennerdale-ave., Stanmore, Middx. 
T. E. Robson, Ltd. (490601.) Regd. Jan. 16, 4, 
Wellington-rd., Whitby, Yorks, bidrs., contractors, etc. 
Nom. cap. : £5,000. Dirs. : T. E. J. Robson and Mrs. 
M. Robson, Greystones, Runswick-bay, Yorks. 
Surey Bros., Ltd. (490629.) Regd. Jan. 17, Redroofs, 
Glendale-dr., Burpham, Guildford, Surrey, bldrs., 
contractors, etc. Nom. cap.: £1,000. Dirs.: J. A. 
Surey, Redroofs, Glendale-dr., Burpham, Guildford, 
Surrey. 
J. E. Thompson, Ltd. (490656.) Regd. Jan. 18, 
8, Church-st., Barford, Warwicks, bldr. and decorator. 
Nom. cap. : £1,000. Dir. : J. E. Thompson, 8, Church- 
st., Barford, Warwicks. 
Taylor, Redfield, Ltd. (490718.) Regd. Jan. 19, 
130, Church-rd., Redfield, Bristol, 5. bldrs’ mchts., etc. 
Nom. cap. : £15,000. Dir.: C. H. Taylor, The Red 
House, Thingwall-park, Fishponds, Bristol. 
Stobgates, Ltd. (490929.) Regd. Jan. 26, 18, Battle 
Hill, Hexham, bldr.. Nom. cap,':. £1,000. Dir. : C. L. 
Stobbs, 42, Round-cl., Hexham. 
A. Briscoe and Co., Ltd. (490894.) Regd. Jan. 26, 
Elbow-la., Formby, Lancs, bldg. contractors. Nom. 
cap.: £1,500. Dir. : A. Briscoe. 
A. Saunders and Son (Brentwood), Ltd. (490899.) 
Regd. Jan. 26, 21, New-rd., Brentwood, Essex, bldrs. 
contractors, etc. Nom. cap.: £100. Dirs.: C.° R. 
Saunders and Joan A. J. I. Saunders, Pendower, Alwyn- 
ave., Shenfield, Essex. 
Integrated Constructions (Overseas), Ltd. (490907) 
egd. Jan. 26, contractors, designers, in relation to the 
erection of houses, schools, etc. Nom. cap.: £100. 


Regd. 
Nom. 
Meek, 
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Subs.: H. B. Ringrose and L. A. Morrow (solrs.), 
2, Clements Inn, W.C.2. (Dirs. not named.) 

F. J. Hollis, Ltd. (490839.) Reg. Jan. 24, 30, Queen’s- 
dr., Surbiton, Surrey, bldrs., etc. Nom. cap.: £2,500. 


Dir. : F. J. Hollis. 
Kingsland Construction Co. (Northampton), Ltd. 
(490849.) Regd. Jan. 24, bldrs., etc. Nom.cap. : £1,000. 


Sub. : E. F. G. Lack, Hardingstone Grange, Hardingstone 
Northampton. 

Bray and Oswin, Ltd. (490825.) Regd. Jan. 24, 
4, Wycliffe-st., Leicester, bldrs. and contractors. Nom. 
cap. : £2,000. Dir. : H. Oswin, 45, Fairfield-rd., Oadby, 
Leicester. 

E. W. Tomblin, Ltd. (490803.) Regd. Jan. 23, 4, Lon- 
don-rd., Markyate, nr. St. Albans, bldrs. and contractors, 


etc. Nom.cap.: £500. Dir. : E. W. Tomblin. 

Carter and Co. (Dulwich), Ltd. (490798.) Regd. 
Jan. 23, bldrs., bricklayers, stonemasons, ete. Nom. 
cap.: £1,000. Dir.: L. W. Carter, 35, Huron-rd., 
S.W.17. 


Dennis Haworth, Ltd. (490799.) Regd. Jan. 23, 
126, Livesey Branch-rd., Blackburn, bldrs., contractors, 
etc. Nom. cap.: £1,000. Dir.: D. Haworth, 121, 
Dukes Brow, Blackburn. 

J. B. Mathers, Ltd. (490747.) Regd. Jan. 20, 128, 
Wilmslow-rd., Manchester, 14, bldrs. and decorators’ 
mchts., etc. Nom. cap. : £50,000. Dir. J. B. Mathers, 
The Thatched House, Prestbury, Cheshire. 

D. R. A. Sales (Harrogate), Ltd. (490690.) Jan. 19, 
1, Victoria-av., Harrogate, distributors of bldrs’ and 
engrs.’ requisites, etc. Nom. cap.: £1,000. Dir. : 
D. R. Alderson, The Pastures, Linton, nr. Wetherby. 

A. Timm and Co., Ltd. (491609.) Regd. Feb. 16, 14, 
Parson-st., Hendon, N.W.4, plumbers, glazing con- 
tractors, etc. Nom. cap.: £2,000. Dir.: A. Timm, 14, 
Worcester-cres., Mill Hill, N.W.7. 

Harold Green (Armley), Ltd. (491531.) Regd. Feb. 
14, 4, Wortley Moovr-par., Leeds, 12, bldrs., contractors, 
etc. Nom. cap.: £100. Dir.: H. Green, 11, Bulgaria- 
st., Leeds, 12. 

Ruscoe Bros. and Co., Ltd. (491472.) Regd. Feb. 12, 
27a, Farm-st., W.1, bldrs., etc. Nom. cap.: £1,500. 
Dir.: A. M. Ruscoe, Firleigh, The Causeway, Claygate, 
Surrey. 

Exhibition Enterprises, Ltd. (491422.) Regd. Feb. 
10, 85, Shaftesbury-av., W.1, bldrs. and contractors, 
etc. Nom.cap.: £1,000. Dir.: R. Moloney, Beech-hse., 
Forest Side, E.4. 

Hammond Bros., Ltd. (491425.) Regd. Feb. 10, 
162, Uxbridge-rd., Ealing, W.13, bldrs., etc. Nom. cap.: 
£100. Dir.: J. H. Hammond, 24a, Curwen-rd., W.2. 

Louis Sykes, Ltd. (491432.) Regd. Feb. 10, 19, 
Infirmary-st., Bradford, bldrs., contractors, etc. Nom. 
cap.: £2,000. Dirs.: L. Sykes and Mrs. J. Sykes, 24, 
Bempton-pl., Gt. Horton, Bradford. 

Millford (Stoke-on-Trent), Ltd. (491440.) Regd. 
Feb. 10, Perseverance Mill, Mow Cop, Kidsgrove, Staffs, 
slaters and tiling contractors, etc. Nom. cap.: £6,000. 
Sub.: W. Edwards, 251, Sandon-rd., Meir, Stoke-on- 
Trent. 














Just Published 
11th Edition, revised 


HOW TO ESTIMATE 


By JOHN T. REA 
This standard work gives full 
details of estimating for every 
class of building work and in- 
cludes thousands of prices and 
The 
new edition has been brought up- 
to-date to September, 1950 by the 
inclusion of comparative tables 


much useful memoranda. 


giving details of increases incosts 
of materials and labour for the 
years 1936/7, 1939, and 1944 to 
1950 together 
notes on the controls and regula- 


inclusive, with 


tions affecting civil building. 
With over 600 illustrations. 
Price 21s. net (by post 21s. 10d.) 


B. T. BATSFORD LTD. 
15 North Audley Street, London, W.1 
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LESS MONEY FOR PUBLIC 
BUILDINGS 
M.o.W. Estimates Reduced 

A DECREASE in the net cost of public build- 
ings of £6,848,140, from £37,611,140°-to 
£30,763,000, in the coming financial year is 
shown in the account for the Ministry of 
Works, contained in a Government White 
Paper, 1951-52, Civil Estimates, Class VII, 
(Stationery Office, 3s.). A large part of 
the reduction is under the heading of new 
works, alterations, additions and purchases, 
which falls from £10,400,580 to £7,714,950 
compared with the current financial year. 
The cost of maintenance and repairs is esti- 
mated to fall by £870,600; that of compensa- 
tion in respect of requisitioned land, hire of 
chattels, etc., £1,500,000; fuel, gas and electric 
current, £830,400; and purchases of furni- 
ture and equipment, £1,164,000. 

The M.o.W. mobile labour force, now 
numbering some 850, is to be disbanded in 
1951-52. 


DAMAGE TO BUILDINGS 
Hooliganism at Liverpool 


SOME months ago Liverpool Corporation 
Housing Committee, with the approval 
of the City Council, decided to equip a 
block of five-storey flats in the centre of 
the city with automatic lifts for the conveni- 
ence of the Corporation tenants. The hits 
were fitted at the cost of some thousands 
of pounds, but the experiment has failed 
and they are to be removed. The attention 
of the council was directed some weeks ago 
to the fact that the lifts were constantly being 
put out of order by hooligans, although they 
had been made as fool-proof as possible. 

In some instances crowbars had been used 
to damage the lifts, and fires had even been 
lighted in the lifts at times. The maintenance 
costs were mounting week by week, but no 
increase had been made in the rentals of the 
flats to meet the costs. 

The lift shafts are to be secured, and it is 
possible other lifts will be installed in blocks 
of flats in other parts of the city where the 
tenants may be expected to appreciate the 
facilities given. 

Ratepayers’ Bill 

Wilful damage to property, other than 
house property, owned by the Corporation 
cost Liverpool ratepayers £13,377 last year, 
according to a report just issued by the town 
clerk. 

The biggest loss was incurred by the 
education authority with £5,300, of which 
not a penny was recovered. The city light- 
ing engineer reported that during the year 
the cost to his department was £4,000, of 
which £8 only was recovered. The main 
cause was damage to street lamps. No fewer 
than 14,000 cases of damage to glass and 
bulbs in street lamps were reported, together 
with control equipment. 

The city engineer and surveyor also re- 
ported extensive damage to property, win- 
dows, thefts, damage to steel nameplates, 
traffic signs and Belisha beacons. There were 
thefts of wood pavings worth £200, while 
bonfires caused £1,000 damage to streets. 

Dr. Ronald Bradbury, city housing direc- 
tor, says it is difficult to determine between 
fair wear and tear and malicious damage 
owing to the difficulties of ensuring adequate 
supervision at all times. 

Many thousands of pounds are involved 
annually in repairing damage, he says, and 
in some cases it is useless to restore such 
items as seats, fencing, garden plots, etc., 
as they are destroyed as soon as; they are 
reconditioned. 
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THE GAS BOARD EXHIBITION 


THE North Thames Gas Board Exhibition 
Hall at Watson House, which was damaged 
during the war, has now been redesigned and 
rebuilt, and was opened on March 8 by 
Professor J. M. Mackintosh, M.A., M.D., 
F.R.C.P., Professor of Public Health, Uni- 
versity of London. 


The exhibition is intended for both tech- 
nical and non-technical visitors, and is 
arranged in 16 groups, which range from the 
manufacture of gas to the different ways in 
which the fuels (gas and coke) are used. 
The whole layout emphasises the importance 
of gas in modern life, and shows in detail 
how the fuel is made, distributed and finally 
used. It is to remain permanently on view, 
and will be constantly renewed to present a 
continuous up-to-date picture for all who are 
interested in the many activities of the gas 
and coke industries. The designer of the 
Exhibition Hall is Mr. Misha Black, who was 
display consultant to the Gas, Light and 
Coke Company. The architect is Mr. Brian 
Peake, A.R.I.B.A. 


HOUSING PROGRESS REPORT 
Figures for January 


THE HousiNG SuMMaRy presented to 
Parliament on March 7 by the Minister of 
Local Government and Planning and the 
Secretary of State for Scotland shows that 
the number of permanent houses completed 
in Great Britain during January was 13,150, 
compared with 15,950 in December. 


The total number of houses completed 
under the post-war programme is now 
991,814 (834,668 permanent and 157,146 
temporary). 


During January homes were provided by 
new building, repair of uninhabitable houses 
and conversion for 14,112 families, compared 
with 16,749 in December and 18,285 in 
November. This brings the total number 


of families rehoused by these methods under 
the post-war programme to 1,275,059. This 
total does not include homes provided in 
service camps or requisitioned houses. 


The North Thames Gas Board Exhibition Hall, Fulham 





TRADE NEWS 


Solid Cistern Floats 


The address of the Expanded Rubber Co., 
Ltd., which was given in our issue of last 
week in connection with the Onazote Solid 
Cistern Float should have read Mitcham- 
road, Croydon, Surrey. 


Industries Exhibition and Trade Fair 


The Leicester, Leicestershire and East 
Midlands Industries Exhibition and Trade 
Fair is to be opened on Wednesday, May 23 
next, at the Granby Hall, Léicester. 


Rubber Flooring for Festival 


Both factories of the North British Rub- 
ber Co., at Edinburgh and Dumfries, have 
been making rubber flooring for the Festival 
of Britain which is being used in the choir 
Stalls of the Festival Church, St. John’s, 
Waterloo-road. Heavy-grooved rubber mats 
for the entrance to the Royal Festival Hall 
are also being made by the Edinburgh firm. 











CORK FLOORING 
PARQUET 

WOOD BLOCK 
ASPHALTE TILES 
LATEX-CORK 
PLASTIC (P.V.C.) 


WE HAVE A FLOORING FOR ALL 
TYPES OF BUILDINGS & USAGES. 


OUR NATION-WIDE SERVICE FOR 
LAYING THE ABOVE FLOORING 
ALSO EXTENDED THROUGH OUR 
ASSOCIATE FIRMS. 


EDWARD STUART & CO. 


Manufacturers and Importers 


8 HOLBEIN PLACE, LONDON, S.W.1 
Telephone: Sloane 4065/4021 
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T.D.A. Change of Address 
The new address of the Timber Deveiy 





March 





ment Association, Ltd., the T.D.A. Lond }> ayr- 
Regional Office, and the Timber Cent oe 
Ltd., is 21, College-hill, London, E.C4. East 
at Mur 
New London Office —. ‘ 
For the convenience of home and ove}- Glass 
seas’ buyers, Sissons Brothers and Co., Lid} (oe 'wi 
have recently opened a West-End office gh F.R.11 
38, Albemarle-street, W.1, under the pe} on 
sonal direction of Mr. Noel H. Sissons, is Mr. 
island, 
Furnishing Fabric Displays aati 
Displays of printed linens and othe) $11. © 
furnishing fabrics by Heal and Son, 19) wits 
Tottenham Court-road, W.1, are being hej <the Cr 
at the Ideal Home Exhibition, Olympia, an ag 
at the firm’s London premises. | Glas 
and a 
A New Ledger System Fine 3 
Remington Rand, Ltd., Commonweali} N°; 
House, 1-19, New Oxford-street, W.C.1, hay see 
issued a comprehensive leaflet, entitled} teen, 
“Vertical Visible,” which explains how led peer 
ger posting can be speeded up and overdue Depa’ 
accounts revealed automatically. Visibiling Slase’ 
is shown to be the answer to the effective m .. 
control of ledger accounts and other ty Glas 
of records requiring close supervision. | go 
is claimed that this system is the ideal  glas 
counterpart of the modern accounting} Corpor 
machine. ah = 
own 5 
Gas in the Home eosie 
The need for saving fuel is emphasised ip | Glase: 
ithe exhibit of the Gas Council at the Ideal x's 
Home Exhibition, which opened on} Messr 
‘March 6. A comprehensive range of the} for_¥! 
latest gas and coke appliances is shown is as 
appropriate surroundings which illustrate} — Lam 
their suitability in various settings. Part of s 
the exhibit is devoted to a display of small-] pRu. 
scale portable cooking appliances, which} lan 
are designed for the one-room flat or bed-| in 
sitting-room, while another section shows] fords 
those appliances which are more appro- 
priate to the largér apartment. 
Lighting Fittings Display 
A number of new designs of lighting fit- | 
tings have been included in a comprehen- Ful 
sive display of the products of Troughton te fo 
and Young (Lighting), Ltd., at their recently | 
reopened showrooms at 143, Knightsbridge, 
London. The display clearly reveals 2 For 
notably high standard of design for which | im ta 
the firm is well known. Each of the four } St 
principal ranges of lighting fittings, Tubu- | sisic 
lux, Ultralux, Versalite and Mondolite, has ip 
been extended or modified and provides an be ob 
interesting selection suitable for almost all 
styles of contemporary architecture and , 
interior decoration. a 
to th 
A Fire-resisting Paint be 
Lurie Laboratories, Ltd., 95, Frampton- at th 
street, N.W.8, have recently started manu- ee 
if 3 - ee * ag! 
facturing in this country a fire-resisting paint 23 3 
called “ Lurifuge.” It is a preservative and A 
coating like any other paint but it has, m Pi 
addition, this fire-resisting property. It is on. 
claimed that “ Lurifuge” reduces the risk hi 
of fire and, if a fire should start, prevents It J fos, 
spreading. It has been tested by the D.S.IR. for 
with the “spread of flame” test. “Lun- ™ 
fuge” is ready-mixed and is put on by | o ; 
brushing, spraying or dipping and dries | Wai 
within an hour. It can be used on all com- At 
bustible materials, such as wood, fibre- } 1.6 
board, cardboard, etc., and on all metals. Sate 
Further particulars can be obtained from 1 
the manufacturers at the above address. Sprit 
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1° NEW BUILDINGS 

Ayr.—Dean oi Guild Court passed plans by T.C. 
for erection of 86 houses at Craige and Dalmitling. 
st. cost, +1 

East Kilbride. = ans to be prepared for 22 honses 
at Murray-st, for which the architect is Mr. ie r - 
Raey, F.R I. B.A.. Torrence House, East Kilbri 
Lanarkshiré 

Glasgow. “p ans to be prepartd for new class- 
rooms for St. Vincent's Catholic School, a -St. 
for rT the architect is Mr. John MacNab, 

| FRIB 129, Bath-st., Glasgow, W.C 


ee — '—Plans to be prepared for i and 


r alterations at the Belmont-st. property. Arch:tect 
is Mr. John B. Wi ngate, 5, Oswald-st., off Brown- 
island, Glasgow, W.C. 

—Plans are in hand for alterations and 





additions for the Royal Bank of Scotland, Lid., 
911, Camarnock-rd. Architect is Mr. Archibald R: 
Stuart, 221, St. Vincent-st., Glasgow, W.C.2. 
Glasgow.—Corporat‘on is to erect 100 houses at 
ill housing i Architect is Mr. Archi- 
, F.R.ILB.A., Housing oe Glasgow 
Trongate, Glasgow, E. 
to be ‘prepared. "tes 





, 
* St tf 


ur} 
Cross, The 


Glasgow.— Plans additions 






and a'terations for Messrs. Bremner, Ltd., at The 
Trong te, 14 to 26, Glassford-st., and at 21 to 47, 
Hutchiteon st Architects are Messrs. Whyte & 
Nicol, .B.A., 51, North Frederick-st., George- 
8q., Glasgow. 1, 

Glasgow.—’! ans to be prepared for a new can- 
teen, new depot offices and other works for the 
Underground Ral-way at Govan Cross. Govan. 


Glasgow Corporation Transport 


Architects are 





ed- 
OWS 
TO- 





fit- | 
2n- 
on 
tly 








Department. Bath and Renfield-st. Corner, 
Glasgow, W.C.2. ; 
Glasgow.—Dean of Guild approved alterations to 


Palace of Arts at Bellahouston Park to cost £20,000. 
Glasgow.—Dean of Guild approved plans by Cor- 
poration Ed. Dept. for erection of primary school 
to accommodate 600 pupils at Crosstobs-rd. 
Glasgow.— Dean of Guild Court passed plans by 
Corporation — ng Dept. for 212 flats at Milton 
te cost £354, 

uanaviohire. ~P! ans prepared by the contractors’ 





own staff arc hitects for scheme of houses to be 
poe at North Blairgardie by Messrs. John Law- 
rence (Glaszow), Ltd., 137, West Regent-st., 


Glasgow. W. 
Lanarkshire. —Plans in hand for new building for 


the Dranchape! Baking and Biscuit Factory and 
Messts. Beatt:es Biscuits, Ltd., Great Western-rd., 
for which the architects are ee John Keppie 


& Henderson & G. H. Cleaves, F. & A.R.I.B.A., 196, 
West Regent-st., Blythewood- ma , Glasgow, W.C.2. 
Lanarkshire.—C.C. is to erect new library build- 


ings at the Bankhead public school at Rutherglen, 
for which the architect is Mr. William Watt, 
F.RIL.B.A., Albert-st., Motherwel!-Wishaw. 
Lanarkshire.—C.C. to erect 60 houses at Calder- 
eruix housing for which the architect is Mr. 





Slie, 


Samuel MacColl, 2.1.B.A., County-chbrs., Beck- 
ford-st., Hamilton. 
FUTURE 
CONSTRUCTION 
PUBLIC APPOINTMENTS 
Full details of Public Appointments open will 


be found ix the Advertisement pages of this and 


previous issues. 


CONTRACTS OPEN 


_ For some contracts still open but not included 
in tais list see previous issues. Those with an 
asterisk are advertised in this number. The dates 
athe heads of paragraphs are those for the sub- 
figsion of tenders ; a dagger (t) denotes closing 
tate for : appli cations ; the name and address at the 
ad refer to the person from whom particulars may 
be obtain ed. 

BUILDING 

MARCH 20. 


*tLeeds Regional Hospital Board.—Alterations to 





wards 2, 3 and 4 at Leeds-rd. Hospital. Architect 
fo the Board, Park-rd., Harrogate. Dep. £2 2s. 

fenders by April 16. 

{Worcestershire €.C.—Erection of a day nursery 
atthe rear of the Old Vicarage, Redditch. L. C. 
Wakeman & Partners, quantity surveyors, 126, 
Hagley-rd. Edgbaston, Birmingham, 16. Dep. 
£3 3s. 

MARCH 21, 

jtethingland R.D.C.—28 dwellings at various 
sites, os Counc:! Offices, Rectory-rd., Lowestoft. 
Dep. £2 2s. Tenders by April 17. 

Newcast?> Regional Hospital Board. Comple- 


tion of two-storey buil ding at Guisborough General 


Hospital and ad iptation of single-store y build: ng 
for ante-natal clinic. E Jenkins, ‘“‘ Dunira, 
rme-rd. 
Watford R.D.C.—6 houses at Church-la., Sarratt. 


Council Offices, Wynyard House, Langley- rd., 
Watford, Herts. Dep. £1 ls. 
MARCH 22. 

Atherton U.D.C.—Erection of 44 dwellings, 
4.0. Prestwich & Sons, F. & A.R.LB.A., Bradshaw. 
Satechbrs., Leigh. Dep. £2 2s. 

MARCH 24. 

“tEssex €.C.—Adaptations at ‘“ Lionmede,” 

Springfield- rd., Chelmsford. County A 


THE BUILDER 


MARCH 26, 

*+ Bedfordshire c.c.—2 detached cottages ; 
adaptation of existing farm house and construction 
of two sets of farm bidgs., ete., Park Farm, Moger- 
hanger. County Architect, Bedford. 

MARCH 27, 









_ “Ealing T.C.—Assembling No. 2 standard pre- 
fabricated timber huts and fitting out as sports 
pavilions at Ravenor Park and Horsenden-la. 
recreation grounds, Greenford. C. W. Seddon, B.E. 
& S. Dep. “£2 2s. 

{Stockport C.B.—30 flats, Brinnington estate. 
B.S. Dep. £3 3s. Tenders by April 20. 

“Walsall C.B.—36 flats at Forest estate. Sanders 
& Proffitt, 145, Lichfield-st., Wa'sa Dep. £3 3s. 
MARCH 28. 

‘t Birmingham T.C.—7 bry neg and bungalows at 
Woodcock Hill Farm. itley Green, contract 178. 
City E, & S., Civic Ce » Dep. £2 2s. 


re. 
*Goole T,C.—64 houses and bungalows at 3 sites. 
B.S., Municipal Offices. Dep. £2 2s. 


tNorfolk E.C.—<Alterations to the headmaster’s 
house and boarding-house at King Edward VII 
Grammar School, King’s Lynn. F. Lincoln Ralphs, 
Chief Ed. Officer, Stracey-rd., Norwich. Dep. £2. 
Poole T.C.—Erection of four shops with dwellings 
over. B.E., Municipal-bldgs., Poole. Dep. £2 2s. 


tWatford R,D.C houses at Downer-dr., 


Ob 





Sarratt. S. A. Nicholson, C., Council Offices, 
Wynyard House, Langley-rd. Dep. £1 1s 
MARCH 29. 

*+Manchester Regional Hospital Board.—New 
casualty dept., ete., Leigh Infirmary. T. Duffy (F), 
architect, Sunlight House, Quay-st., Manchester, 3 
Dep. £2 2s. 

MARCH 30. 

Bury C.B.—Erection of Fairfie ld County primary 
school at Rochdale Old-rd. B.E.&S., Town Halli, 
Bury. Dep. £2 2s. 

*tForden R.D.C.—19 houses at Bausley (Crew 
Green). Walter B. Bond, F.R.LC.S.. Colmere- 

chbrs., 3, Newhatl-st., Birmingham, 3. Dep. £2 2s. 

Irthlingborough .U.D.C.—38 houses at Addington- 


rd. C., Council Offices, Irthlingborough, Northants. 
Dep. £2 2s 

Thame U.D.C.—Two bungalows and two. s.d. 
houses on the Kingsey-rd. housing estate. Henry 
Cooper & Son, quantity surveyors, 51a, Cornmarket- 
st.. Oxford. Dep. £2 
West Suffolk C.C.- 
River Lark at Brandon. 











-Erection of bridge over the 
County S., Manor House, 


Bury St. Edmunds, Suffolk. Dep. £5 5s 
MARCH 31. 
*Remford T.C.—Two public conveniences. T.C 
Dep. £2 2s. 
*+Surbiton Boro.—144 flats, aati Court 
housing estate. R. H. Wright, 
APRIL 2. 
Croydon c. B,—Additions, ete., Old pears 
Home, 17, Sylvan-rd., Upper Norwood. B.E 


Doncaster C.B.—28 houses on the C antley’ estate. 
Estates S., 15, South-par., Doneaster. Dep. £3 3s. 
*Durham County Police Authority.—5 pairs of 


ee. - ouses at Merryoaks estate. County A., 
Cour 

Mossley B.C.—20 houses at Micklehurst housing 
sit C., Town Hall, Mossley. Dep. £2 2s. 





INSIST 


WOOD BLOCK 
FLOORING 


WHICH IS 
NOW IN 


ABUNDANCE 


THERE IS NO LONGER 
NEED FOR 
EXPENSIVE SUBSTITUTES 


_|VIGERS BROS. 


BROADWAY CHAMBERS 
LUDGATE BROADWAY 
E.C.4 
CITY 2111/4 

















AO! 


Sunderland C.B.—Cafeteria at Seaburn. 








A., Grange House. Dep. £2 2s. 
APRIL 3. 

Manchester T.C.—Alterations at College of 
Domestic Economy, Chorlton-on-Medlock, to form 
kitchen and dining-room. City A., Town Hall. Dep 
£1 is: 

tWest Sussex C.C.—Adaptations to existir ng pro- 
perty to provide home for aged persons at Little 
Paddocks,” Ifield, near Crawley. County A., 
Chichester. Tenders by April 13 

APRIL 4, 

*Canterbury T.C.—90 houses at London-rd. site. 
L. Hugh Wuson, City A., Municipal-bldgs. Dep. 
£2 2s. 

"Glamorgan C.C.— Conversion of “ Gra-g-y- 
Pareau,”’ Bridgend, into hostel for the aged. L. R. 
Gower (F.), County A., Glamorgan County Hall, 
Cardiff. Dep. £2 2s. 

*Widnes T.C.—76 dwellings at Crow Wood estate. 
H. Nevill Player (A.), Boro’ A., Brendan House. 
Dep. £2 2s. 

APRIL 5. 

“Sevenoaks R.D.C.—16 houses at Cr ouch House- 

la. site, Edenbridge. E. & 8S. Dep. £2 2s 
APRIL 6. 


Newcastle-upon-Tyne T.C.—Two police houses at 
Colwell-pl., and four at Sutton-st., Walker. City A., 
18. Cloth Market, Newcastle-upon-Tyne, 1. 

Royston (Herts) U.D.C.—Public conveniences. 

Town Hall. Dep. £2 2s. 





APRIL 7. 

Dover T.C.—16 flats at Wycherley-cres., Buck 

land estate. B.E., Brook House. Dep. £2 2. 
APRIL 9. 

Burnley C.B.—52 dwellings at Brunshaw estate. 
B.E., 22-24, Nicholas-st., Burnley. Dep. £1 ls. 

Hendon B.C.—Public branch library at Hale-la., 
Edgware. B-E., Town Hall. Dep. £2 2s. 

Wokingham R.D.C.—Road_ and — paths and 
erection of 10 houses 3 Charvil House-rd., Wood!ey. 
Eric G. V. Hines (L. . 3, Cork-st., Re Si ng. Dep. 
£2 2s 

Wrexham €E.C.—Extensions to public library. 
B.E. & S., 531, Chester-st. Dep. £2 2s. 

APRIL 10. 

Burnley C.B.—Minor alterations, improvements 
and repairs at Colne-rd. School. Leach, Rhodes 
& Walker, architects, 15, Manchester New-rd. 
Middleton, "Lanes. Dep. £1 1s. 

APRIL 11. 


Brighton C.B.—Extens:on to existing factory at 


Hollingbury Estate —_ Industrial Area. D. 
Howe, M. Ins t.C.E., 26-5 King’s-rd., Br: ghton. 
Dep. £5 - 

Sale T T.0—7 ) dwellings at Baguley-la. site. B.S., 
Town Hall. Dep. £4 4s. 

APRIL 1 

Cheshunt U.D.C.—(a) 22 fii vd at Carleton-rd., and 
b) 8 flats at Swanfie sd- rd. Culpin & Son, 3, 
Southampton-pl., London, W.C.1. Dep. £2 2s. 


Salop C.C, —New child welfare centre at New- 
port. A. G. Chant, County A., Column House, 
London-rd., Shrewsbury. Dep. £2 2s. 

APRIL 20. 

Bridlington T.C.—I'wo blocks of 12 fiz ts _- West 

Hill estate. B.E., Town Hall. Dep. £5 
APRIL 23. 

Rayleigh U.D.C.—Six houses at Creswick-ave. 
and 4 at The Chase. C., Council Offices, 28, High-st., 
Rayleigh, Essex. Dep. "£3 3s. 

NO DATE. 
Pearson-rd. T. Green 


Arundel Boro.—18 houses, | ‘ 
Midhurst, Sussex, 


fie'd, (F). architect, ‘‘ Newstead,” 
Dep. £1 1s. 
PAINTING, ELECTRIC LIGHTING, 
MATERIALS, ETC. 


MARCH 17. : 
Wellington U.D.C,—E. & S. (Materials.) 
MARCH 24. 
Alfreton U.D.C.—S. (Materials.) 
MARCH 29. 
Halesowen B.C.—B.E. & S. (Materials.) 
MARCH 31. 


Bangor U.D.C.—City S. (Materials.) 





Ebbw Vale U.D.C.—E. & S. (Materials.) 
APRIL 2. 
Surbiton B,C.—B.E. & S. (Materials.) 


ROADS, SEWERAGE AND 
WATER WORKS 

MARCH 26. 
Wallsend B.C.—Wallisend Dene sewer. Water- 
house & Rounthwaite, MM.Inst.C.E., consulting 
engineers, 165, Westmoreland-rd., Newcastle-upon- 
ryne, 4. Dep. £5 5s. 
MARCH 31. 
Construction of roads, sewers 
West Side housing estate, 
Town Ha!l, Wimbledon. 


Wimbledon B.C. 
and ancillary works at 
Wimbledon. B.E. & S., 
Dep. £2 2s. 

APRIL 2. 

B2aminster R.D.C.—Construction of r.c. reservoir, 
collecting chamber and incidental works in con- 
nection with the Corscombe and Halstock water 
supply. Lemon & Blizzard, Castle-la., Southampton. 
Dep. £2 2s. 

Rochford R.D.C.—Construction of roads on 
hous:ng site at Rochford Garden-way. E. & S., 
Council Offices, Rochford, Essex. Dep. £2 2s. 


RI 
“Wandsworth B.C.—Reconstruction of 


sewers in 
two localities. B.E. & S. Dep. £2 2s. 
APRIL 7. 
Castleford U.D.C.—Roads and sewers on the 





3 housing estate, Airedale, Castleford. 
Castleford. Dep B2 Qs, 

APRIL 10. 

Water mains and service reser- 
of Bettws Gwerfil Goch, nr. 
hire. = hards & Dumbleton, 


Redhill No. 
C., Town Hall, 


Edeyrnion R.D.C, 
voir in the p 
Corwen, Mer 







engineers, Cornwall-bl : Newhall-st., Birming- 
ham, 3, and Greenwé LYS, pe coy Caernarvon- 
shire. Dep. £3 3s. 

APRIL 14. 

Chippenham B,C.—Site preparation works on 

London-rd. housing site. B.E., 10, Market-pl., 
Chippenham. Dep. £3 3s. 

APRIL 20. 


—Sewers and stormwater pump- 


Exmouth U.D.C. 
Council Offices, 


ing station at = urtopp- rd. e.; 
Exmouth. Dep. £3 3s. 
APRIL 25. 


Axbridge R.D.C.—Sewerage and sewage disposal 


works, Axbridge and Compton Bishop. Henry R. 
Day, council’s engineer, West-st., Axbridge, 
Somerset. Dep. £4 4s. 


GENERAL BUILDING WORK 
(LONDON) 


ReEDEVELOPMENT.—Application has been made 
7-11, Fore-st. 
E.C1. Sur- 
112, City- 


City. 
for sanction to redevelop the sites at 
and 1-3, Cripplegate-bidgs., Finsbury, 
te a Hammond & Jack, L.R.1. B.A. Z 


rd., E.C.1. 

ihect Barnet.—Pusiic Haui.—vU-D.C. 
lic hall at the corner of Littlegrove. Est. 
£20,000. 

Enfield.— Extension.—Frederick S. Snow & Part- 
ners, Monro-bidgs., Wellington-st., W.C.2, have pre- 
pared plans for extensions to factory buildings for 
Ruberoid Co., Ltd., Brimsdown. 

Finsbury.— Orrices.—Plans have been prepared for 
office building at 5, Kirby-st., E.C.1. Architects are 
Lawrence Farman & Partners, F. & A.R.I.B.A., 258, 
Upper Richmond-rd., Barnes, S.W.14. 

Hackney.—Wasu- House.—Star Steam Laundry Co., 
Ltd., propose new wash-house at Anton-st. Plans 
have been prepared by Harry Brompton, 7, Hobart- 
pl., S.W.1, est. cost, £10,000. 

Hendon. Maisonettes AND Suops.—Plans_ by 
Norman Bailey & Partners, L.R.1.B.A., Catherine 
House, Catherine-pl., S.W.1, for eight shops, eight 
maisonettes with outbuildings and garages at 
Grove-rd., High-st., Edgware for R. Pedlar, have 
been approved by B.C. 

Hendon.—Fiats.—A. Roy Clare, L-R.1sB.A., 1, 
High-st., Pinner, has prepared plans for 12 flats at 
junction of Finchley-rd and Addison Way, Temple 
Fortune. 

Hendon.—ExtTeNsIonN TO Factory.—B.C. approved 
plans for extension to factory canteen and offices for 
Spurling Motor Bodies, Ltd., at The Hyde, N.W.9 
Plans by their drawing dept. 

Hendon.—F.iits.4B.C. have appointed Welch & 
Lander FF.R.I.B.A., 38, Gloucester-pl., Portman-sq., 
V.1, to collaborate ‘with Boro’. Surveyor for block 
of flats at Northway Circus, Mill Hill: 

Hendon.—Hovuses.—B.C. approved plans for erec- 
tion of 118 houses at Lawrence-st., Mill Hill. Plans 
by Boro’. Surveyor. 

Hendon.—Appitions.— B.C. approved plans for 
proposed building to provide extra office accommoda- 
tion and lavatories for Francis Tucker & Co., Ltd., 
at Cricklewood-la. Plans by their drawing de pt. 

iford.—WorksHor anp Stores.—A. Q. Cook, 52, 
Rivington-av.,. Woodford Green, Essex, 1s the archi- 
tect for a new stores and workshop building, New- 


to erect pub- 
cost, 


rd., for Smith & Double, Ltd., Mildmay-par., Cran- 
brook-rd. ; 

Knightsbridge.—Orrices.—Alterations and  addi- 
tions to form offices, etc., proposed at 90-94 


Plans by Richardson, Son & 
127, High-st., Rickmansworth, 


Leyton.—Mence and Moore, A/L.R.1.B.A., 4, 
Ha‘kin-pl., Belgrave-sq., have had plans accept ed for 
extensions to factory of British & American Salmon 
Curing Co., Lammas-rd. 

Leyton.—Factory anp Orrice.—B.C. have approved 


Brompton-rd., S.W.1. 
Knowles, L.R.1.B.A., 
Herts. 


plans submitted by E. Harold Levi and Co., Sur- 
veyors, 760, Lea Bridge-rd., E.17, for factory and 
office for S. Girling & Sons (Coope rs), Ltd. 
Mitcham.—Factory AppiTioxs.—Alterations and 
additons to factory for Mitcham Hair and Fibre 
Mills, Ltd., Grove Mills, London-rd. Plans by 


ore Minty & Partners, F/R.1.B.A., 14, Bedford-row, 


DEVELOPMENT.—St. Pancras 
are awaiting local approval 
Architects are 
16, Old-bidgs., 


“oe * Pancras.—Site 
Housing Society, Ltd., 
for devel opment of Eversholt-rd. site. 
Hamilton & Chalmers, F/F.R.1.B.A., 
Lincoln's Inn, W.C.2 


Wembley.—36 houses at west side of Fryent-way 
for B.C. *Roger Malcolm, Ltd., £54,519. 
Wembley.—Resvi_pinG or Factory.—B.C. approval 


granted for rebuilding of former Singer's factory at 


Lancelot-rd. for Lancelot Industrial (Estates, Ltd. 

Wembley.—Lisrary.—M.C.C. propose to erect 
Central Library at Ealing-rd. 

Wembley.—Hovse.—iHousing com. have approved 
application by Piggott & Associates, F.R.1.B.A., 3, 
Cromwell-pl., S.W.7, for the erection of 17 houses at 
Draycott-ave. 

West Smithfield. Appitions. — M.O.H. has 
approved modified scheme for new hospital block 


at Bartholomew’s-cl., E.C.1, to be connected to main 


buildings by a tunne | under Little Britain, for Board 
of Governors, St. Bartholomew's Hospital. Archi- 
tects, Adams, & Pearson, FF.R.1.B.A., 2, 


Holden 
Gordon-sq., W.C.1. 


THE BUILDER 


(PROVINCIAL) 
Accrington.—Bury Bros., Ltd., Fountain 
Hyndburn-rd., propose extensions to factory. 
Aliscot. —Plans being prepared for furtuer stage 


Mill, 


of large reconstruction sche 1 at Allscot sugar 
beet factory (works manager, W. Brett). 
Barrow-in-Furness.— E.C. nena extensions to 


Risedale Cty. Sec. Sch. 


Birmingham.—R.C. sec. sch. at King’s Heath, 
for E.C., at £93,000. Architect, J. T. Lynch, 3, 
Church-st., Brierley Hill. 

Blaydon-on-Tyne.—Robert Deuchar, Lid., Sandy- 

ford-rd., Newecastle-on-Tyne, propose to erect 
licensed premises near New Derwent Bridge. 
Architects, Page, ‘Son & Hill, 75, King-st., South 


Shields. 

Blyth—Mauchlen & Weightman, Saville-row, 
Newcastle-on-Tyne, are architects for proposed 
hotel at Red House Farm. for Newcastle Breweries, 
Ltd., Haymarket, Newcastle-on-Tyne. 

Bradford.—T.C. approved erection of a police 
traffic div. H.Q. at Bowling-rd. and Caledonia-st., 
at_ £199,000. 

Bromsgrove.—U.D.C. approved plans for exten- 
sions at the “ Plough and Harrow,” Catshill, for 
Ansells Brewery Co., Ltd., and extensions at 
Alcester-rd., for Hanger Motor Co., Ltd. 

Burton-on-Trent.—T.C. approved plans for 20 
shops and 10 dwellings at Manners & Waterside 
estates. 

Cheshire.—C.C. posmase welfare clinic at Becketts- 
la., Great Boughton. Cty. A., F. M. Parkes, 
Chester. 

Cheshire.—E.C. approved following expenditures 
in 1951 (ultimate cost in brackets) :—Crewe, Middle- 
wich Junior, £38,200 (£64,191); Middlewich-st. In- 
fants, £5,360 (£40,100); Totty’s Hall, £35,750 
(£60,127). Cty. A., F. M. Parkes, Chester. 

Chesterfield.—T.C. approved plans for extensions 
to St. John’s Church.—Granted licence for £17,000 
to Boult & Clough, Ltd., for filling station work- 
shops and offices at Beetwell-st. and Lordsmill-st. 
(commence June). ; 

Crayford.—Furtier sections of large factory, 
offices, etc., to be put in hand for Frederick Braby 
& Co., Ltd., Euston-rd., N.W.1. Ber ee H. 
Courtenay Cc onstantine, F.R.LB. A., Oldbury-pl., 
W.1, and the quantity surveyor, Noel Pearson, 
F.R.I.C.S., 57, Grange Park-av., N.21. 

Crewe.—T.C. approved plans for extensions to 
machine shop at Pyms-la., for Rolls Royce, Ltd. 

Cumberland.—©.C. is to proce ed with £80,000 plan 
for an R.C. sec. mod. sch. at Cleator Moor, Archi- 
tects, Waddington & Broadbent, 18, Scotch-st., 
Whitehaven. 

Darlington.—Plans have been approved for 
£20,000 additions to ‘‘North Briton Hotel.”’ Aycliffe, 
for -Vaux & Associated Breweries, Ltd., Sunderland. 
Architect, H. B. Richardson, 3, Skinnergate, Dar- 
lington. 

Doncaster.—T.C. approved erection of factory at 
Wheatley Hall-rd., for International Harvester Co. 
(Great Britain), Ltd.—Road Haulage Executive 
propose extensions to garage of Hepplewhite, 
Bawtry, as day and Rey service depot, at £10,000. 

Dougias (1.0.M.).—B.C. approved plans and Jay- 
out for 162 houses on section 2 of Willaston estate. 

Hartlepool.—T.C. has approved proposals by 
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Zoro’ E. cR. 
term development. of cement 
club premises, hursery school, conveniences, ete. 
C. L. Heslop, Upper Church-st., West Ha rtlepod, 
has approached T.C. about site for new ¢ nema, 
Hartlenooi.—T.C. has approved 20 years develop 


H. Snowball) for short-term and long. 
works site including 


ment plan providing for 2,000 houses. LBoro’ & 
R. H. Snowball. ‘ 

Hebburn-on-Tyne.—U.D.C. has approved layog 
plans by Surveyor (R. C. Bestow) for Campbel 
Park No. 1 hhoysing scheme extengion.—J, ¥ 
Black, Ltd., — Glen-st., Hebburn, are tg 
erect 23 houses, St. John’s-av.—A. Reyrole & Qp, 
Ltd., are to erect varnishing shop, winding shop 
and canteen at their works to plans by Cackeit, 
Burns Dick & McKellar, 21, Elison-pl., Neweastle. 
on-Tyne.—U.D.C. is seeking Ministry proval of 
Elmfield-rd. housing scheme. —Baker Pe be Ltd, 


Hebburn, are considering extensions to their works” 

Hemet Hempstead.—lurther number of dwelj. 
ings to be built at Adeyfield, by Development Oorp, 
Plans by H. Kellett Ablett, F.R.I.B.A., chief archi- 


tect, and J. W. Henderson, A.M.IL.C.E., chief engi- 
neer, Westbrook Hay, Hemel Hempstead, and bilis 
of quantities by H. J. Partners, 


Venning & 
F. z I.C.S., 16, Gower-st., W.C.1. 

yde.—B.C. approved plans for 12 houses at 
gtieonae: rd. and Gloucester-rd., for T, 
grove & Son.—Alterations to Godley Works, fort 
Wall & Sons, Ltd. 


Irthlingborough.—U -D.C. propose further % 
ae at Addington-rd. estate. Surveyor, E. Tum. 
bull. 

Keighley.—T.C. propose houses at Calverar,, 
Keighley, Swine-la., Morton, and Sun-st. , Hawarth, 


Boro’ A., E. A. Felgate. 

Kidderminster.—B.C. approved plans for eight 
houses at Nursery-gr.—M.H. approved erection of 
shops at Birchen Coppic e estate. 

Manchester.—T.C. approved plans for 16 ae 
at Crossacres-rd. and Tranby-rd., Northe 
Etchells, and 27 at Mendip-av,, off Ticllyoageae 
Sharston.—E.¢. propose College of Further Educa- 


tion at Whitworth and Clayton-la. South, Open- 
shaw; hemeerery classrooms at Station-d. ang 
Knutsford-id., Gorton. City A., L. Howitt. 


Martiley. —R.D.C. to proceed win erection of 1e 
houses at Cotheridge. 

Middlesbrough. —W. E. Schumm, 49, Albert-rd., 
Middlesbrough, is architect for proposed altera- 
tions to offices, Snowdon-rd., for Middlesbrough and 
District Hide & Skin Market, Ltd. 

Middleton.—B.C. approved plans for:—14 honses 
at Kirkway, for A. Redfern & Sons, Ltd., Fields 
New-rd., Chadderton.—New floor at Birch Mill, for 
Salford Electrical Instruments, Ltd.—Nursery seh. 
at Stanycliffe-rd., fer Lanes C.C.—Church at june- 
tion of Stanycliffe-la. and Acyesfield-rd., Boarshaw 
estate, for Methodist Churah, Middleton Circuit. 

Morecambe and waren —s.0. to erect 20 houses- 
at Kingsdale-av. Blackberry Hall  estate— 
Approved. layout for 24 houses, shops and public 
buildings at Trumacar-la. estate. 

M .—Northumberland C.C. is to build @ 
child welfare centre at a cost of £12,000. Oty. A. 
W. W. Tasker, County Hall, Newcastle. 

Nantwich.—P.C. Council of St. Mary’s propose 
restoration of parish church, at £25,000. 

Newcastle-on-Tyne.—C. A. Parsons & Co. Ltd, 
Heaton, Newcastle-on-Tyne, electrical plant manu- 
facturers, are seeking building licence to proceed 
with large design and research building.—Exten- 
sions are to be made to workshops for blind, 
Whickham View. 





Newcastle-on-Tyne.—Extensive alterations are to 
be made at 34 to 40, Grainger-st., for Co-op. Perma- 


nent Building Society, of New Oxford House, 
Bloomsbury-way, London, W.C.1, whe have pre- 
pared the plans. -_An additional stovey is to be built 
to King’s College Medical Sch., in Queen Victoria 


rd. Architects, Newcombe & Newcombe, Eldon- 
sq., Newcastle —C.W.S. have had plans approved 
for a butter factory and waryehouse on the quay: 
side at Newcastle-upon-Tyne. C.W.S: Architects’ 
Dept., 90, Westmoreland-rd., Newcastle. 
Newcastle-on- Tyne.—J. T. Bell & Sons, builders, 
17, Brunswick-pl... Newcastle-on-Tyne, ire to build 
20 houses in Broxholm-rd., Newe: astle. _Arehi- 
tects, Marshall & Tweedy, Grainger House, 
Blackett-st., Newcastle.—Bradleys, Clothiers, 85, 
Clayton-st,, are to build a_ store. Architects, 


Saville-chbrs., North-st.. New- 
Collingwood-st., New- 
offices and 


Stephenson & Gillis, § 
castle.—W. Dixon & Son. + 
catle-on-Tyne, are architects for 
stores, for Barluze, Ltd. 


Newcastle-on-Tyne.—Marshall & Tweedy, Grain- 
ger House, Blackett-st., Newcastle, have prepared 
plans on behalf of J. T. Bell & Sons, Northumber- 


land-pl., Newcastle, for 26 houses in Ivymount-rd , 
ete. 

Northants.—C.C. approved expenditures ef £11,640 
for three sets of farm buildings on proposed. small- 
holdings at Tansor.—E.C. approved erection of 
science room at Brackley High Sch. 

Oldham.—E.C. to carry out extensions at Hather- 
shaw Sec. Tech. Sch.—B.C. approved plans for 
non-ferrous foundry at Alford-st., for Gravel Gate 
Foundry Co., Ltd.—E xtensions at Werneth fire stn., 
Manchester-rd.. for B.C 

Plymouth.— Large office buildings to be erected 
in Union-st. and Royal-parade, for Soath-Wester® 
Gas Board (Plymouth and North Cornwall — 
div.). Plans by Whinney, Son & Austen Hall, 
Norfolk-st., Strand, W.C.2 

Portsmouth.- Moss Empires, Ltd., have under 
consideration rebuilding after war damage of the 
Hippodrome Theatre. Preliminary plans have bee® 
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Lawson, A.R.I.B.A., Barras- 


repared by E. M. 
obhe Newcastle-on-Tyne. 


bidgs., Barras Bridge, 

Prudhoe-on- Tyne.—U -D.C. has approved plans for 
a new mining village for 3,000 people at West 
Wylam. The “scheme. will be undertaken in three 
stages. Plans by J. Angus, Lovaine-pl., Neweastte. 
Salford.—Barlow & Chidlaw, Ltd., propose exten- 
sions to works at Speakman-st. —Burton, Son & 
Saunders, Ltd., propose extensions to factory. 
Scarborough.—Alderson & Allen, 32, St. Nicholas- 
st., Scarborough, are architects for proposed public- 
house on Barrowcliff estate, for Samuel Smith, 
Ltd., alterations to ‘‘ Castle Hotel,” Queen-st., for 
Samuel] Smith, Ltd., alterations to Barclays Bank, 
St. Nicholas-st., and housing estate in Queen Mar- 
garet’s-rd. for ‘Woodard Society.—Plans have been 
prepared by G. Whipp, 15, Valley Bridge-parade, 
Scarboro ugh, for a restaurant at Sandside and 
another at Eastborough. 

Seisdon.—R.D.C. propose eight houses at The 
Blundies, Enville, and 16 at White Hill, Kinver. 

Sheffeld.—Reg. Hospital Brad. propose 32. staff 
houses adjoining Saxondale Hospital. 
Sheffeld.—T.C. appointed Hadfield, Cawkwell & 
Davidson, 279, Glossop-rd., Sheffield, as architects 
for proposed Richmond Sec. Mod. Sch. 

Southend-on-Sea.— Extension of premises for In- 
dustrial Press (Sousiend), Ltd.,- Bournemouth 
Park-rd. Architect, {H. P. Liberty, A.R.LC.S., 
Weston-chbrs., Southend. 

South Shields.—Home Office has approved T.C.’s 
plan for children’s home on Simonside estate.— 
".C. has atlocated licences to following _local 
builders for erection of houses: Henderson Bros., 
16; R. Brown & Sons, 12; Summerbell & Sons, 6; 
Peel & Clouston, 6. 

Stanley (Co. Durham).—U.D.C. has approved lay- 
out plans by Surveyor (J. R. Heslop) for 57 houses 
and 16 old people’s houses at Shield-row, Stanley. 

Stockport.—Cornbrook Chemical Co., Ltd., 
bridge-la., propose new laboratory, ‘offices, 
canteens, etc., at Rectory Fields. 

Stockton-on-Tees. ~epaiee Crawford & Ellis, 10 
Market-pl., Bishop Auckland, have prepared plans 
for additions to factory BT 20/3 on North Tees 
trading estate. 

Stockton-on-Tees.—T.C. has received an outline 
plan of proposed additions to nylon works of Im- 
perial Chemical Industries, Ltd.—G. P. Stainsby, 
57, High-st., Stockton, has prepared plans for 
alterations to Hunters Bakery, Bowesfield-la.— 
Alterations are proposed to ‘“‘ Black Lion ” Hotel, 
for North-Eastern Breweries, Ltd., to plans by M. 
Trotter, 133, Higdi-st., Stockton. 

Stourbridge.—Pedmore Land Co., Ltd., propose 
erection of houses on 74-acre site at Bromwich-la. 
and Worcester-la., Pedmore. 


New- 
staff 


Stretford.—B.C. approved plans for :—Offices and 
works extensions at Westinghouse-rd., for 
Ltd.—Works extension at 1, Darwen-st., for E, 


Bailey & Co., Ltd. —Approved in principle Bonk bn 
of 20 houses at Radstock-rd. site.—Approved 
amended layout for submission to M.H. of btitzed 
portion of Stretford Library. Architects, Howard 
& Benson, 88, Mosley-st., Manchester. 

Tynemouth.—J. G.. Ryder, 36, Great North-rd , 
Jesmond, Newcastle-on-Tyne, has prepared layout 
plans for land in Hotspur-st—Boro’ E. (D. M. 
O’herlihy), has prepared revised plans for develop- 
ing North Shields fish quay and Cliffords Fort. 


Walton-le-Dale.—U.D.C. to prepare plans for 
smaller type two and three bedroomed houses. 
Architects, Lilley & Kirkham, Preston. 


Warrington.—_B.C. approved plans _ for :—Engi- 


heering workroom at Beamont Sec. Tech. Sch., for 
E.0.—Works extension at  Ellison-st., for Thos. 


Lt.—Extensions to factory at Bank 
Aluminium Co., Ltd.—Alterations 
for Greenall Whiteley 


Locker & Co., 
Quay, for British 
to factory at Greenalls-av. 
& Co., Ltd. 

Weardale.—R.D.C. to proceed 
Architect, J. J. Eltringham, Derwent-st., 
Consett, Co. Durham. 

West Lancs.—R.D.C. to erect 300 houses during 
1951-4 at Maghull and Aintree. 

Whitefield.—U.D.C. propose 20 houses and eight 
maisonettes near Elms Playing Fields. 


TENDERS 


* Denotes accepted. 
t Denotes provisionally accepted. 
i Denotes recommended for acceptance. 
Denotes accepted subject to modificatien. 
{ Denotes accepted by H. M. 
ments. 


Acton.—18 eo . Creffield-rd., 
Balaam, Ltd., 


with 44 houses. 
Blackhill, 


Government Depart- 


for T.C. *John 


Beeston and Po ol —28 cottage flats at Rye- 


croft estate, for U.D.C.: *F. — & Son, Ltd.. 
Bridge-st., Long Eaton, £30 

Bexley. —Repairs and ‘eons to blocks T & N 
and general works, Bexley Hospital, for Manage- 
ment committee; *Foven Construction Co., Ltd., 
Orpington & Dartford, £10,136 

Bishops Stortford.—New college, Hockerill, for the 
Council of the Church Training Schools. ‘Seely & 
Paget, FF.R.I.B.A., architects, 41, Cloth-fair, Fins- 

f : *William Bell & Sons (Saffron Walden), 

Ltd., 20, South-rd., Saffron Walden, Essex. 


Blyth, —112 houges on the Cowpen-rd. estate. 
Boro’ E., D. W, Foster: *Direct Labour, £131,000. 
Brierley Hill.—First section of the Civic Centre, 


comprising the office block: *E. Fletcher (Bui'ders), 
Ltd., Kingswinford, £58,006. 

- Bromley.—First section of pagan y peg peinany 
school, for E.C. Harold Cliffe, B.Sc., 


THE BUILDER 


Municipal-bldgs. F. H. Wood, F.R.LC.S., quantity 
Surveyor, 19, Charing Cross-rd., W.C C.2: *Foven 
Construction Co., Ltd., Anglesey- rd. , St. Mary Cray, 
Kent, £81,517. 

Caernarvon.—New primary schoo] at Bodfeurig, 
for E.C.: *J. O. Jones & Sons, Morfa Nevin, 
Pwllheli, Caerns. 

Calne and Chippenham.—Works for R.D.C. 
Edwards & Webster, 32, Market-pl., Chippenham, 
Wilts., 14 houses at Corsham: *T. F. Brain & Co., 


26, Queen-sq., Bath, £19,909; e:ght houses at Ford, 
North Whaxall: *W. J. Hembrough & Sons, Ltd., 
4, London-rd., Warmley, near Bristol, £12,589; six 
houses at Box: *Wm. Bright, _Cleevedale, Cieevedale- 
rd., Combe Down, Bath, “£8, 
Gannock.—Houses for RD.C.: *J. F. Hughes, 
Ltd., 32, Lichfield-st., Wolvennampton, £39,005 (29); 
f. Eggington, Church-rd., Bradmore. Wolverhamp- 
ton, £25,103 (18). 
Chester.—<Alterations at 20 po eg ry gs T.C.: 
*J. Roddy, 69, Cliveden-rd., Chester, £6,4' 
Darlington. New high school for a ‘for E.C. 





Boro’ A,, E. A. Tornbohm, Central-bldgs., Darling- 
ton: nd & Armstrong, Brinkburn-rd., Darling- 
ton: £218,851 (subject to M.E. consent). Heating 
work: W. Richardson & Co., Darlington. 


Dartford.—Extensions to factory, Princes-rd. 
(A.2), for Vitretex (England), Etd.: *Foven Con- 
struction Co., Ltd., Orpington and Dartford. 

Derby.—Infants’ School at Brackens-la. for E.C. 
*Vic Hallam, Ltd., Langley Mill, £34,787. 

Eastbourne.—Rebuilding shops and maisonettes, 
33-37, Cornfield-rd. Ben Stevens & Partners, archi- 
tects, 31, Cornfield-rd.: *Mark Martin & Sons, 56, 
Meads-st. 

Greenwich.—Additional floor, Dreadnought Hos- 
pital, Greenwich, S.E., for South East Metropolitan 
Regional Hospital Board. on utt & Hamp, archi- 


tects, 126, Wigmore-st., *Thomas Lowe & Sons, 
Ltd., Broadway- chbrs., } Alan W.6. 
Hackney. -New Hackney free and parochial sec- 


E.9. Howard V. Lobb 


ondary school, Paragon-rd., 
architects, 20, Gower-st., 


& Partners, F/A.R.1.B.A., 
Bloomsbury, W.C.1. C. E. Ball & Partners, quan- 
tity surveyors, Dilke House, Malet-st., W.C.1.: 
Holland & Hannen and Cubitts, Ltd., 1, Queen 
Anne’s-gate, S. 


Hackney.—-Reins tatement after fire damage of 
Atlas Works, Berkshire-rd., E.9, for British Per- 
forated Paper Co., Ltd. Alan W. Pipe & Sons, 


Cheapside, E.C.4: *C. P. 
Ltd., 31, High Holborn, W.C.1. 
Harlow.—148 tag 16 flats and _ four-storey 
blocks, 25 garages, ete., Area 11, Mark Hall South 
Neighbourhood Unit, for Development Corporation. 
V. Hamnet, A.R.I.B.A., executive architect, 


architects, 8, 
Roberts & Co., 


a 





Terings, Gilston, Harlow. Oswold E. Parratt, 
F.R.LC.S., quantity surveyor, Adelaide House, King 
William-st., E.C.4: *Kirk & Kirk, Ltd., Atlas 
Works, Putney, S.W 15, £271,100. 

Hebburn-on-Tyne.— New technical school. Plans 
by the County A., Court-la., Durham: *Jackson & 
Sons, Corporation-st., Newcastle. 

Heywood.—New switch house and transformer 
bays at Mutual Mills Co., Ltd.: *Parker & Calvert, 


Ltd., Pine-st., Heywood. 

Hornsey.—48 flats at Brooke-rd., Campsbourne, 
Scheme No. 37, for T.C. J._H. Melville Richards, 
A.M. Inst.C.E., A.M. -M.LStruct. E., B-E. & S.. Town 
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Hall, Hornsey, N.8. Quantities by Selby & 
Sanders, Caxton House, Tothill-st., S.W.1: *F. W. 
Padw ick, 141, Ballards-la., Finchley, N.3, £76,025. 


Kidderminster. ~_ New depot buildings ‘at Hoo- 
brook, for U.D.C.: *Herbert Smith, Ltd., Kidder- 
minster, £8,989. 


ian Church, Lewis- 
Assembly of Uni- 


Lewisham. et Christ 
ham High-st., S.E., for General 


tarian and Free Christian Churches. Richards & 
Co., architects, 70, Church-rd., Barnes, §.W.13: 
*Henry Kent (Builders), Ltd., 51, Beacon-rd., 


Lewisham, S.E.13. 
Liverpool. —Completion of roads and 

the central portion of the Speke estate: *L. 

Son, Liverpool, £130,000. 

Liverpool.—W orks for C.C. 
st. and Coregson-st.: *C. J. 
£19,000; six flats at Torr-st. 
Scheme, £8,29%; 30 flats at Linastio: and 48 flats 
at Waverley-rd. : *Direct Labour (completion of 
schemes); 12 shops, 8 houses, 16 flats and 20 
garages at Speke estate: *Unit Construction Co., 
Ltd., £67,966. 

Lianrwst.—20 houses for U.D.C.: *F. 
Victoria-bldgs., Llandudno, £28,054. 

L.C.C. .—Following contracts exceeding £2,500 in 
value placed by the L.C.C. during the period Febru- 
ary 8-March 3:— 

Installation of fittings, etc., 
dwellings at  Tabard-gdn. estate, Southwark, 
Haines & Sheppard, Ltd.; electrical installation at 
Ravensbourne school, 8.E.8, Bower Engineering 
Works (Electrical and General), Ltd.; electrical 
installation at Stowey House open-air school, Jobn 
Trapp Electrical, Ltd.; war-damage repairs at 
Aylwin school, Bermondsey, W. W. Rowney & Co., 
Ltd.; repairs and adaptations at Hatchford Park. 
Cobham, Surrey, R. Halford & Co., Ltd.; rebuild- 
ing of part of the Brockley cty. sec. school, Thomas 
Tarney & Co., Ltd.; demolition and cle arance of 
obstructions erected *by the War Dept. at Fairlop 
Playing Fields, Essex, Demolition & Construction 
Co., Ltd. 

€London (Air Ministry).—Contracts to 

£500 or over for week ended March + - 

Internal electrical wiring services: Dyne & Co., 
Ltd., Newmarket. Edmundsons Biectyic Co., Ltd. 
London, §.W.1. Building Work: J. Laing & Son, 
London, N.W.7. TT. Lowe & Sons, Ltd., 
Y. J. Lovell & Son, Ltd., Gerrards 
Cross. M. J. Gleeson (Contractors, Ltd., North 
Cheam, Surrey. Bosworth & Wakeford, Ltd., 
Daventry, Northants. W. Townson & Sons, Ltd. 
Bolton. William Sindall, Cambridge. Francis 
Jackson (Contractors), Ltd., Ickenham, Middlesex. 
2. J. G. Morgan, Ltd., Uxbridge, Middlesex. Alfred 
Robinson (Builders and Contractors), Ltd., Harrow, 
Middlesex. Sir John Jackson, Ltd., London, S.W.1. 

Painting work: Spraycraft Co., Ltd., Bromley, 
Kent. Peter Conlon, Manchester, George Jones & 
Sons (Contractors), Ltd., London, W.8. M. 
Appleton (Contractors), Ltd., Wolverhampton. . 
& G. Saxton, Mansfield Woodhouse, Notts. General 
Maintenance work: A. Billings & Sens, Ltd., 
Chipping Norton, Oxon. F. Rendell & Son, Ltd., 
Devizes, Wilts. Hutting: R. Corben & Sons, Ltd., 
Maidstone. 

"London (M. OwW.).—Contracts placed by M.O.W. 
during week ended March 3 :— 

Anglesey Erection of unattended _ telephone 
exchange, John Hughes (Contractors), Ltd., 12a, 
Halt-st., Wrexham. Berkshire: Valley-rd., Newbury, 
erection of 120 houses, John Laing & Sons, Ltd., 
Mill Hill, N.W.7. Kent: Head Post Office, Rochester, 
extension to sorting office and provision of welfare 
accommodation, H. Goodsell, 133, Chatham Hill 
Chatham. Lancashire: Postal ‘Sorting Office, 
Newton-st., Manchester, internal decorations, Robert 
Street and Co. (Salford), Ltd., Springfield-la., Salford. 
Springfields Factory, Salwick, near Preston, erection 
of building, Wm. Eaves & Co., Ltd., Daggar Hall 
Works, Vicarage-la., Blackpool. 2 f 

Middlesex : Ruislip B.P.O., 76-78, Victoria-rd., 
Ruislip, alterations and additions, John Lewis 
Building, Ltd., 13, Alperton-la., Perivale, Greenford. 
Pembrokeshire : Manobier, erection of 44 houses, 
Dudley Boswell & Co td., 6, Manby-st., Wolver- 
hampton. Suffolk: Hollesley Bay, erection of four 
fbrestry commission houses, J. Gerrard & Son, Ltd., 
Victoria House, Southampton- row, W.C.1. Wiltshire: 
High-st., Calne, erection of post office, Holborow 
& Sons, "Ltd., Tetbury, Glos. Worcester: N.S.H.C. 
Hostel, Wolverhampton-rd., Causeway Green, Old- 
bury, external and internal painting, J. Harper & 
Sons (Blackheath), Ltd., a. Blackheath, 
Birmingham. York ‘shire: DSLR . Wassand-st., 
Hull, paca of labs., Robinson & * Sawdon, Ltd., 
95-97, Alexander-rd., Hull. 

Macclesfield.—23 "henett at Weston, for T.C.: 
*Hugh Owen, Ltd., 431, Buxton-rd., Great Moor, 
Stockport. 

Manchester.—Works for T.C. Modernisation of 
St. Margaret’s Lodge, Heaton Lodge : *Direct 
Labour ; ‘adaptations at “* Lismara,’ Barlow Moor- 
rd., Didsbury: *J. E. Stevenson & Co., Ltd., Man- 
chester ; adaptation of Forrest Hill, Bowden: *J. C. 
Darley, Ltd., Manchester; reinstatement of war 
damage and alterations and extensions at Lancas- 
terian day special school: *J. C. Darley, Ltd., 
Manchester. 

Middlesbrough.—Second stage of construction of 
the two Stainsby secondary schools, for E.C. Archi- 
tects, S. W. Milburn & Partners, 9, "Esplanade, Sun- 
derland: *Arthur Robinson, Ltd., Linthorpe-rd., 
Middlesbrough, £316,000. 

Nantwich.—10 houses at 
UD L.:— 


sewers on 
Marr & 


2 flats at Westbourne- 
Doyle & Sons, Ltd., 
*Apprentice Master 
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P. Bailey & Co., Ltd., Hanford .. £15,490 
Allman Bros., Clayton... 14,011 
*W. D. Evans, Newcastle, Staffs 13,000 
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THE BUILDER 


Newcastle-under-Lyme.—Four houses, for B.C.: 
*G. A. Poole, 37, Liverpool-rd., Newcastle, £5,001. 

North ‘Riding.—Erection of the Ryedale county 
modern school, for E.C. Architect, J. H, Nappez, 
56, Eldon-pl., Newcastle-on-Tyne: *Birch & Sons, 
York. 

Plymouth.—New out-patients’ dept. 
Hospital, for South-Weste rn Regional Hospital 
Board, Bristol. Louis de Soissons & Partners, 
architects, 3, Park-sq. Mews, N.W.1. Smith & Bowl, 
quantity surveyors, Grosvenor-gdns., S.W.1. R. T. 
James & xpehers, consulting engineers, 6, Lower 
Grosvenor-pl., S.W.1: *W akeman Bros., Ltd., 
Knighton-rd. 

Portsmouth.—New pomery school, Langstone, for 
E.C. F. Mellor, F.R.I.B.A., City A.: *J. H. Day, 
9, Woodfield-av. Farlington, Hants, £40,664. 

Portsmouth.—78 flats, Arundel-st. area, for T.C. 
P. McGeogh Corsar, A.R.I.B.A., architect, 67-69, 
Commercial-rd., in conjunction with F. Mellor, 
F.R.I.B.A., City A., 1, Clarence-par.: *John Lay & 
Co. (Portsmouth), Ltd., 207, Arundel-st. 

Portsmouth.—Suops, offices, stores anq flats, Com- 
merial-rd. E. J. Thomas, Jolly & Grant, architects, 
Coronation House, King’s-ter.: *J. Hunt, Ltd., 
Cleveland-rd., Gosport, Hants. 

Portsmouth. —Large bakery, offices and garage, 
30-38, 42-46, St. George’s-sq., and 43-45, Kent-st., for 
Campions (Bakers), Ltd., 25, Kent-st. A. E. Cogs- 
well & Sons, F.R.I.B.A., architects, Prudential- 
bidgs., Commercial-rd.: *Frank J. Privett, Ltd. 
Privett House, Copnor-rd., Portsmouth. Stee lwork : 
*Dawnays, Ltd., Rockstone-pl., Southampton 

Portsmouth.—Four blocks of flats, Nelson-rd. area, 
for T.C. G. E. Lewis, A.R.I.B.A., architect, 23, 
Hampshire-ter. in aonjunction with F. Mellor. 
F.R.1.B.A., City A., 1, Clarence-par. “7. €. 
Figgin & Sons, 1, Posbrooke-rd., Milton, Port smouth, 

Salford.—21 flats at Cumbe rland-st., for T.C.: 
*Unit Construction Co., Ltd., Knutsford, £31,700. 

og to Seaham Methodist Church. 
Architects, 8. W. Milburn & Partners, 9, Espianade, 
Sunderland: *G. H. Plemper, Ltd., Old Chester-rd., 
Sunderland (a buikling licence has still to be ob- 
tained). 

Sedgley (Staffs).—42 houses at Moden Hill, for 
U.D.C.: *Wm. Whittingham, Ltd., Powlett-st., 
Wolverhampton, £58,129; 14 houses and site works 
at Gibbons Hill: *Tomlinson Bros., Wolverhamp- 
ton-rd., Sedgley, £14,505 and £6,301; six shops and 
maisonettes at Turners Hill: *Tomlinson Bros., 
£14,046. 

Sheffield.—Conversion works at 20, St. ee. 
rd., for T.C.: *H. & E. Horswood, Ltd.; works 
Base Green estate (scheme 2), 26, 36 and "44 canen 8: 
*H. Dern‘e & Sons, Sheffield, £55 078, £47,252, and 
£59,826: 30 and 10 houses: *Bailey & Martyn, Ltd., 
Sheffield, £40,583 and £12,376: 32 houses: *C. Red- 
mile & Son, Sheffield, £40,981; 12 aged persons’ 
flats at Ballifield Hall estate: *M. J. Gleeson, Ltd., 
Sheffield, £11,018 

Shildon.—Erection of 36 houses on the Jubilee 
Field site, for U.D.C. Plans by Surveyor (J. W. 
Paterson): *Direct Labour. 

Shrewsbury.—Repairs to music-hall and improve- 


Mount Gold 








ments to entrance, for T.C. Hotchkiss & Towns- 
end, Shrewsbury, £5,237. 
Smethwick.—34 houses, for B.C.: *Direct L abour. 
Southport. Police tion and flat at Segars-la., 
Ainsdale, for B.C.: *F. Buck & Son, Ltd., 91, 
Sussex-rd., Southport, £9,094 
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Southwark.—Keconstruction of St. George’s B.C. 
Cathedral for Church Authorities. Architects, 
Milner and Craze, F/F.R.1.B.A., 3, Buckingham 
Gate, S.W.1. *Higes — Hill, Ltd., Crow Works, 
South Lambeth-rd., S.W.8. £500,000. (Subject to 
approval of War Damage ‘Commission.) 

Sunderland.—Bakery additions, Cleveland-rd., for 
Smyth’s, Ltd. Architects, Matkin & Hawkins, ‘Bar. 
clays Bank-chbrs., Fawcett-st., Sunderland: *Hud- 
son & Lucas, Ltd., Fontaine-rd., Sunderland, 

Swanley. —Alterations and new building work, 
White Oak Hospital, for Management Committee: 
*Foven Construction Co., Ltd., Orpington and 
Dartford, £6,145. 

Swindon.—Reconstruction and extension of ae 
bourne sewage disposal works, for B.C. J. L. 
Thompson, MLC. K., Boro’ E., Civie Offices : dou 
Miller & Partners, Ltd., 7, Suffolk-st., S.W.i 
£147,284. ; 

Uaimh.—S4 houses at eyo for U.D.C. *B. 
McEntegart & Co., Ltd., ; 

West Ham.—Further Pn in rebuilding of 
woarf and premises, Plaistow — Victoria 
Docks, E.16, for Tate & Lyle, Ltd. . & Mouchel 
& Partners, consulting engineers, 3B, Victoria-st. 
S.W.1: *John Mowlem & Co., Ltd., 91, Ebury Bridge: 
rd., S.W.l. Steelwork: *Dorman, Long & Co., Ltd., 
Middlesbrough. 

West Ham.—Completion of foundations and eree- 
tion of superstructure of classroom block and work- 
shops block, new South West Ham county technical 
school, for E.C. T. E. North, F.R.I.B.A., Boro’ A., 
100, West Ham-la., E.15: *Direct Labour, £117,506. 

Westminster._Conversion into flats and maison. 
ettes, 90, Eaton-pl., S.W.1. Guy Morgan & Part- 
ners, architects, 36, Upper Mall, Hammersmith, 
W.6: *J. 8S. Simpson & Son, Ltd., 25, Dorset-st., W.. 

Westminster.—Conversion into 16 flats of 5, 
White Horse-st., S.W.1. A. R. Duckett, architect, 
33, Curzon-st., W.l: *W. K. Surteees, Ltd., 5, Vic- 
toria-st., 8.W.1 

Wiemstuarth 90 houses at Derby-rd., together 
with roads, sewers and water main, for U.D.A. 
Architect, J. L. Bakewell, Ambergate & Belper. J. 
gar B.E. & S., Town Hall. Wirksworth :— 


W. Alton & Sons, Ltd., Milford, nr. Derby... £30,782 
Harris Bros. (Mai rehay), Ltd., Marehay, 

Ripley, nr, Derby a oh ab ... 29,181 
G. Shipman & Sons, Ltd., Riddings, Derby- 

shire ... ons wi ae ... 27,312 
J. W. Haynes’ ‘& Son, Belper, nr. Derby ... 26,622 
James Milward & Sons, Belper, nr. Derby =e 
*J. E. Tatham, Spondon, nr. Derby ... 24,097 


Worcester.—Erection of Nunnery Farm secondary 
modern school, for T.C. Director of Education, 4, 
Copenhagen-st. Architect, E. : Musman, 
F.R.I.B.A., 12, Upper Berkeley-st., London, Wi. 
Quantities by Frederic Saunders, 22, John-st., W.C.1: 
*Simms, Sons & Cooke, Ltd., 183, Stratford-rd.. Shir- 
ley, Birmingham, £217,93 

Wores,—Adaptation of part of “ The Mere,” Nor- 
ton, as a reception centre, for C.C.: *J. Taylor & 
Sons (Builders), Ltd., Lye, £9,974. 
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